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IAboue:1'he red-lcgged skink s
I common name is aptly derived from
I th( striking culouration oi its legs.
I)hoto - llrad iltar ).-an

lRight: Map ui the t,erth region
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while the flank pattern on Le Sueur's
sk ink  cons is ts  o i  J ra le  spo ls  a l igned in
vertical rows. In the Dariing Range, the
red legged skink rC. lttbillardieri) is
common in gardens. This species has
reddish legs with darker markings and
an olive green to dark brown backwithout
stripes, although the flanks have several
distinct ivhite stripes. Several other
species of C1el?olus occur around Perth,
so to be sure ofyour identif ications, refer
to any of several f ield guides on repti les.

Clanolus skinks are typically very
active foragersandare often heard before
they are seen, rustl ing through leaf l i tter
in their search for insect food. They tend
to move in short bursts, constantly
surveying their surrounds and ever
watchful of predators such as hawks and
butcher-birds. Most shelter in burrows
excavated under logs, or in the case of
red-legged skinks, beneath slabs of rock.
For  long per iods  o f  \ ! in le r  they  remain
inactive, reducing their metabolic rate
to consen,e body resources and to wait
for more favourable rveather.

Several other species of skink occur
in gardens around Perth, but are less
conspicuous because of their small size,
drab colours or burrowing habits. Two
such species arc the common dwarfskink
(Menetia gregiiJ andthe shrubland skink
lMorethia obscura). The former was
ac lua l l y  named a f te r  the  exp lo r<r  S i r
George Crey, but is coincidentally grey-
brorvn, with short dashes ofdarkerbrowrr
on the back and a dark and a Iight stripe
along the flank. Like the fence skink, tne
common dwarfskink has an immovable
eyelid, but has only four toes on each
front foot, in contrast to the five of the
fence skink.
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lFar left: The two-toed earless skink
I moves through garden leaf l i tter and
I grass in a sinuous snake-like fashiorr.
Photo - Brad Maryan

lkft:The threat display of the bobtail
I may look fearsome. but they are useful
I all ies in gardens. Their omnivorous
diet includes snails and some weed
species such as dandelions.
Photo - Brad Maryan

l&elow: The marbled gecko is the most
I common gecko in suburban situations
I in Perth. lt is oflen attracted to l ighrs,
wheYe it can ambush insects,
particularly moths.
Photo - Jiri l,ochman

lFar below: A lack of eyelids means
I that geckoes, and many lizards, use
I their fleshy tongues to keep the'spectacles' of their eyes clean. Here, a
western spiny-tailed gecko pauses to
clarify its view of the world.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

most of their active time below the leaf
litter or soil surface. However, a slender
legless body is also an advantage if you
want to move through thick vegetation
quietly. Some legless l izards forage
through bushes, moving in a snake-like
fashion that permiti rapid ascent through
interlocking branches.

Other  leg less  l i zards  do  l i ve  a
burrowing l ifestyle, particularly the
'worm lizards' of the genus Aprasia.Two
occur in the Perth region. The sandy
soils of the dune systems are favoured
habitats for the sedgelands wormlizard
(Aprosia repensl. They eat a variety of
invertebrates, mainly ants and their eggs,
andall lay two eggs. Unfortunately, these
harmless lizards are often mistakenly
identified as snakes, and killed. Legless
lizards are usually found in larger gardens
with natural vegetation or close to
bushland.

GOANNAS
It is hard to imagine a suburban

situation being suitable for goannas, but
they may persist in areas where some
bushland has been retained, often highly
modified from its natural state. They
may occasionally wander into gardens in
their search for mates or food.

The most common species in the
Perth metropolitan region is Could's
sand goanna (l/aranus gouldii), a richly
yellowand black patterned animal with a
long forked tongue. It may foragewidely
for mice and other lizards, insects and
carrion, covering several kilometres in a
day 's  journey .  Coannas use the i r
flickering forked tongue to'taste the air'
(bycollecting scent particles) and thereby
detect food sources.

SNAKES
The sandy soils of Perth and the

abundance of burrowing skinks have also
provided suitable conditions for the
burrowing snakes. They are not often
seen in gardens, perhaps overlooked
because of their small size and cryptic
habits.

Most burrowing snakes are brightly
co loured.  The b lack-s t r iped snake
\Vermicella calonotus) is a brilliant
orange-red with a bluish-black stripe
along the back. Each scale on its back rs
tipped with a cream spot, resulting in a
remarkable pattern. It preys largely on
west coast sliders. The black-striped
snake has a restricted distribution,
occurring along the coastal plain from
Mandurah to Lancelin, and increasing
urbanisation is not favouringthe species.
It has also been reported occasionally on
the Darling Scap.
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The Pinnacles, in Nambung National
Park, is one of the most pholographed
Iandscapa in the uorld. But therc is
another side to Nambung- See page 41.

BRING BACK THE BUTTERFUES
MATTHEW WILLIAMS

: '  !  5? '1

TALES FROM THE DARK SIDE
GREG KEIGHERY 1 7

SUBTERMNEAN SECRETS
BILL HUMPHREYS AND JOHN BLYTH 22

REPTILES IN THE GARDEN
DAVID PEARSON ANDJII\,I ROLFE 28

The hidden coues and tunnels of Cape
Range National Park harbour seueral
animab found nowhere eke. Tum to
page 22 to find out about these bizarre
caae dwellers.

The choracteristics that made WA
inhospitable to the lirst Europeans are
nou helping us create new industries
thot can also repair the enuironment.
See page 47.

FIGHTING FIRE WITH FIRE
BICKSNEEUWJAGT

THE OTHER SIDE OF NAMBUNG
JOHN HUNTER AND KEITH HOCKEY

WORKING WITH NATURE
SYD 47

The bobtail (Tiliqua rugosa) is
sometimes incorrectly called the
'bobtail goanna' but is actually a very
large skink, They are common around
Perth and often seen in gardens.
Dudng hot weather they can be seen
basking on footpaths, verges or
roadways. See our story 'Reptiles in the
Garden' on Page 30.
The illustration is bg Philippa
Nikulinskg.

Perth has at leost 70 species of skinks,
geckoes and other reptiles. Find out
hou to attract these fascinating
creatures to gour garden on page 28.

Deuastation caused bU the recent NSW
bushfires has fuelled debate on the
practice of presc:ribed buming. How do
managers fight fire uith fire?
See page 35.
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