
by Rick Sneeuwiagt

The images on this page show part of the
inferno and aftermath of the fearful,.
January..1994 wildfires in New South
Wales. Commentators blamed the
tragedypartlyonthelackof precauuonary,,
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One objection to planned burns is
theirsupposedvisual impact. Compared
with wildfire, the impact is small. A
severe wildfire's visual effects are
dramatic: tree trunks are blackened and
their leaves scorched. Severe wildfires
can also kil l  trees and leave them
standing, giant tombstones, for decades.
After a low-intensity planned burn,
however ,  on ly  the  unders to rey  rs
blackened and many areas are left
unburnt. Also, the recovery ofour forests
after either sort of fire is remarkable.
Within days green shoots appear, and
the first animals and birds return. In
tough, resil ient ecosystems like the
jarrah forest, the visual effects of low-
intensity planned burns, unlike those of
severe wildfire, disappear within a year.

CALM seeks to minimise the visual
effects of planned burns and wildfires.
Planned burns are lit under the coolest
conditions thatwill provide effective fuel
reduction; the height to the treetops rs
used to  dec ide  the  max imum f i re
intensity, reducing the risk of scorch;
burns are confined to one side ofatourrst
road in the one season, or are set back
from the road edge, minimising visibly
burnt bush.

Some people worry that planned
burns cause the wildfires they seek to
prevent. Despite the efforts of well-
trained staff, a few burns do escape from
their boundaries, often because of an
unpred ic tab le  w ind  change.  The
percentage of wildfires caused by these
escapes is small: in 1989-90 itwas 7.5 per

I lop: A gpical low-intensity planned
I burn. Lit in mild weather and low
I wind. small f lames spread slowly.
Wldlife can easily mov€ out of the way
and find refuge (burns are designed to
leave about a quarter of the land
unburnt).
Photo - Rick Sneeuwjagt

I Rr9r1: A moderate-intensity burn with
I flames reaching t\ro or three metres
I high. This is the ma.\imum intensity
of a fuel-reduction burn.
Photo - Tom Leftwich

lBelow: A high-intensity wildfire seen
I from the relative safety of the flank.
I Even here, the flames roar up to 20
metres high. Such a fire cannot be
attacked safely; spot-fires from the tree
crowns can ignite the vegetation
kilometres ahead, and the fire,s course
and speed are difficult to predict.
Photo - Tom Leftwich
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The Pinnacles, in Nambung National
Park, is one of the most pholographed
Iandscapa in the uorld. But therc is
another side to Nambung- See page 41.

BRING BACK THE BUTTERFUES
MATTHEW WILLIAMS

: '  !  5? '1

TALES FROM THE DARK SIDE
GREG KEIGHERY 1 7

SUBTERMNEAN SECRETS
BILL HUMPHREYS AND JOHN BLYTH 22

REPTILES IN THE GARDEN
DAVID PEARSON ANDJII\,I ROLFE 28

The hidden coues and tunnels of Cape
Range National Park harbour seueral
animab found nowhere eke. Tum to
page 22 to find out about these bizarre
caae dwellers.

The choracteristics that made WA
inhospitable to the lirst Europeans are
nou helping us create new industries
thot can also repair the enuironment.
See page 47.

FIGHTING FIRE WITH FIRE
BICKSNEEUWJAGT

THE OTHER SIDE OF NAMBUNG
JOHN HUNTER AND KEITH HOCKEY

WORKING WITH NATURE
SYD 47

The bobtail (Tiliqua rugosa) is
sometimes incorrectly called the
'bobtail goanna' but is actually a very
large skink, They are common around
Perth and often seen in gardens.
Dudng hot weather they can be seen
basking on footpaths, verges or
roadways. See our story 'Reptiles in the
Garden' on Page 30.
The illustration is bg Philippa
Nikulinskg.

Perth has at leost 70 species of skinks,
geckoes and other reptiles. Find out
hou to attract these fascinating
creatures to gour garden on page 28.

Deuastation caused bU the recent NSW
bushfires has fuelled debate on the
practice of presc:ribed buming. How do
managers fight fire uith fire?
See page 35.
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