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l rnce l in  l s land is  smal l :  i t s  sandy
dunes and limestone outcrops total
d  mere  7 .6  hec tares .  Th i \  i s  the  so lc
p lace  tha t  the  Lance l in  l s land sk ink
(Ctenatus lancelinDis known to occur,
mak ing  i t  par t i cu la r ly  vu lnerab le  to
disturbance or extinction.

F i rs t  co l lec ted  in  1961 by  Ju l ian
F o r d ,  t h e  s p e c i e s  w a s  i n i t i a l l y
considered to be a subspecies of the
r  e d - l e g g e d  s k i n  k  ( C t  c n o t u s
lobil lordierD. Later work by Clenn
S L o r r  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  A u 5 t r d l i a r l
M u s e u m  r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  i t s
distinctive colouring, larger size and
different habits were sufi icient to
raise it to the status of a distinct
5pecre5.

The upper body surface is pale
brown with darker speckling, and
lhe  leg \  a re  ye l low w i th  b la (k ish-
brown streaks or spots. During the
breeding season, the undersurface is

a vibrant yellow, quite a stunning
contrast to the subdued tones of the
dorsa l  co lour ing .  The body  length ,
exc lud ing  the  ta i l ,  i s  about  e igh t
centimetres. Litt le is known about its
eco logy ,  bu t  l i ke  o lher  C lenotu ! ,  i t  i s
probably insectivorous and shelters
in shallow burrows or under rocks.

Dur ing  1991 and 1992,  amateur
herpetologists Robert Browne-Cooper
and Brad Maryan, and CALM staff,
searched the island for the species,
but were dismayed to find only one
individual. Earliervisitors reported the
sk ink  to  be  abundant ,  suggest ing  tha t
there  had been a  drdmdt ic  de t  l ine  in
the  popu la t ion .

Urgent action was required. CALM
requested Commonwealth funds to
support a study to establish the size of
the population, its biology, and the
causes for its decline. Changes to the
is land 's  veqeta t ion ,  due to  weed

invasion and perhaps predation by
seagulls, were thought to be two
poss ib le  reasons ,  bu t  there  is  no
ev idence fo r  e i ther  exp lanat ion .

Wi ld l i fe  consu l tan t  Barbara  Jones
hd)  now begu n  d  s ludy  o l  I  hp  I  dnce l in
ls land sk ink  to  reso lve  some o f  these
quest ions .  Th is  has  a l ready  resu l ted
in  the  capture  o f  more  than 25
ind iv idua l5 ,  and the  co l lec t ion  o f  dara
o n  t h e i r  b r e e d i n g  b i o l o g y  a n d
distribution within the island's variou:
hab i ta ts .  The s tudy  w i l l  he lp  to
d e v e l o p  s u  i t a  b l e  m a n a g e m e n t
strategies to ensure the t ancelin lsland
skink continues to be a unique feature
o f  the  rep t i le  fauna o f  Lance l in  l s land
and Western Australia

David Pearson and
Barbara lones

Photo - Brad Maryan
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The Pinnacles, in Nambung National
Park, is one of the most pholographed
Iandscapa in the uorld. But therc is
another side to Nambung- See page 41.

BRING BACK THE BUTTERFUES
MATTHEW WILLIAMS
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TALES FROM THE DARK SIDE
GREG KEIGHERY 1 7

SUBTERMNEAN SECRETS
BILL HUMPHREYS AND JOHN BLYTH 22

REPTILES IN THE GARDEN
DAVID PEARSON ANDJII\,I ROLFE 28

The hidden coues and tunnels of Cape
Range National Park harbour seueral
animab found nowhere eke. Tum to
page 22 to find out about these bizarre
caae dwellers.

The choracteristics that made WA
inhospitable to the lirst Europeans are
nou helping us create new industries
thot can also repair the enuironment.
See page 47.

FIGHTING FIRE WITH FIRE
BICKSNEEUWJAGT

THE OTHER SIDE OF NAMBUNG
JOHN HUNTER AND KEITH HOCKEY

WORKING WITH NATURE
SYD 47

The bobtail (Tiliqua rugosa) is
sometimes incorrectly called the
'bobtail goanna' but is actually a very
large skink, They are common around
Perth and often seen in gardens.
Dudng hot weather they can be seen
basking on footpaths, verges or
roadways. See our story 'Reptiles in the
Garden' on Page 30.
The illustration is bg Philippa
Nikulinskg.

Perth has at leost 70 species of skinks,
geckoes and other reptiles. Find out
hou to attract these fascinating
creatures to gour garden on page 28.

Deuastation caused bU the recent NSW
bushfires has fuelled debate on the
practice of presc:ribed buming. How do
managers fight fire uith fire?
See page 35.
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