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Although the river is now called the
Nambung,  Smi th 's  name has  been
perpetuated on a tributary. Wyip and
Warrap Pools, situated up-river, were
named after two Aborigines in the pady.

With the development of the new
Perth colony, settlers and explorers
pushed northwards. Explorer Augustus
Charles Gregory passed through thearea
in 1848, and in 1854 Robert Brockman
carved a large letter'B'on a tuart tree as
a reference point for his grazing lease.
The mark is sti l l  visible on the scarred
trunk of the old tuart.

In 1889 an official stock route from
Dongara to Perth passed through the
park, and in the early 1900s bat guano
deposits were discovered in the caves of
the area and mined by local farmers.
Af te r  v is i t ing  the  caves  and be ing
impressed by the cave formations and
guano deposits, the then Minister of
Agr icu l tu re ,  James Mi tche l l  ( la te r
Covemor of WA), recommended that'the
valley of the Namban River be reserved
for caves and tourism'. Since this time,
most caves on the State's south-west
coast have been protected by law.
Namban Riverwas the name used at that
time, but later enquiries with Aborigines
in Moora determined thatthe Aboriginal
word nambung meant crooked or
winding, and so, in 1938, the new name
of Nambung was accepted.

With the population increasing and
more far-flung coastal farming and
fishing communities springing up, the
pristine bays and beaches of the mid
west coast began to change. Squatters
built their ramshackle recreation and
fishing shacks at random, spoiling the
env i ronment  and damaging  many
natural features. To arrest this trend,
land surrounding the Nambung River
was setaside in 1956 forthe preservation
of caves and as national park. In 1968,
adjacent lands to the south, containing
the Pinnacles, were added and thewhole
area named Nambung National Park.

A SENSE OF ISOLATION
The expanse of roll ing plain and

uninterrupted skyline makes an impact
on most visitols when they alight from
the confines of their vehicles. The
thoughts and visions of city fences,
concrete high-rise, cosy sitting rooms
and garden nooks are soon banished.
The effect of isolation is true Nambuno.

I Aboue: Heath lhal will soon be ablaz(
I with the manv colours of more
I wildflowers.
Photo - Bil lBachman
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lAbove: A black-shouldered kite hovers
I motionless into the wind before
I plummeting onto unsuspecting prey.
Photo - Dennis Sarsor/Lochman Transparencies

greens ofother species. The leeward side
and valleys support taller thickets of
various wattles, frequently covered by a
tangled mass of the fine olive-coloured
stems of dodder laurel (Cassyffta spp.).

Fur ther  in land,  the  ye l low or
brownish sands of the older Spearwood
dune sys tem l ie  over  l imestone,
occasionally seen as exposed pinnacle
spires. The Pinnacles are the eroded
remnants ofwhatwas once athickbed of
limestone beneath these sands. fu bush
fires denuded the higher areas, south-

I Belorar A new wall of wind-sculptured
I sand prepares to re-engulf previousl,
I exposed pinnacles.
Photo - Marie Lochman

westerly winds carried away the loose
quartz sands and left these limestone
p i l la rs  s tand ing .  Some are  on ly
centimetres high and as thin as a pencil,
others are glistening monoliths up to
five metres high. Over time, the spires
will be covered again by othersand drifts
and the cycle repeated, creating weird
and wonderful shapes.

The most outstanding vegetation in
the Spearwood system is the low tuart
wood land.  Here ,  near  the i r  most
northerly limit, the trees are smaller

than those from further south. Some
have immense boles and are several
hundred years old. There are also
heathlands and low banksia and sheoan
wood lands .  Saw- too thed banksra
(Banksia prionotes), with its brilliant
orange flower spikes, blooms between
February and August.

On the eastern side of the park, the
Bassendean dune system forms an
undulating landscape of white silica-rich
sand, the l ime having been leached out.
Here, a low open woodland of firewood
banksi,a (8. menziesii) and candle banksia
(B.attenuatal grows over an
undergrowth of woody shrubs.

In the north-eastern area ofthe park
is the Nambung River catchment. The
Nambung River and its tributaries are
seasonal waterways. In summer, there
may only be deep and wooded gullies
with a dry river bed and occasional
thickets ofteatree (Zup tospermum spp.\.
Usually, vigorous afternoon sea breezes
whip sand from southern dune areas and
the atmosphere is ghostly greywith grit.

The area  a lso  fea tures  sur face
capstone and subterranean caverns.
Dur ing  f lood  t imes,  mids t ream
whirlpools form within the river as wat€r
gushes into the underwater caves, only
to spout through solution pipes in other
areas of the park. The most amazing
event is when the river backs up to a
hugewhite sand driftand appears tostop
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The Pinnacles, in Nambung National
Park, is one of the most pholographed
Iandscapa in the uorld. But therc is
another side to Nambung- See page 41.
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The hidden coues and tunnels of Cape
Range National Park harbour seueral
animab found nowhere eke. Tum to
page 22 to find out about these bizarre
caae dwellers.

The choracteristics that made WA
inhospitable to the lirst Europeans are
nou helping us create new industries
thot can also repair the enuironment.
See page 47.

FIGHTING FIRE WITH FIRE
BICKSNEEUWJAGT

THE OTHER SIDE OF NAMBUNG
JOHN HUNTER AND KEITH HOCKEY

WORKING WITH NATURE
SYD 47

The bobtail (Tiliqua rugosa) is
sometimes incorrectly called the
'bobtail goanna' but is actually a very
large skink, They are common around
Perth and often seen in gardens.
Dudng hot weather they can be seen
basking on footpaths, verges or
roadways. See our story 'Reptiles in the
Garden' on Page 30.
The illustration is bg Philippa
Nikulinskg.

Perth has at leost 70 species of skinks,
geckoes and other reptiles. Find out
hou to attract these fascinating
creatures to gour garden on page 28.

Deuastation caused bU the recent NSW
bushfires has fuelled debate on the
practice of presc:ribed buming. How do
managers fight fire uith fire?
See page 35.
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