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the Kings on the east side of
Lake Logue further north. The
map we carried was of l i tt leuse
- there was practically nothing
on i t !  Over  a  century  o f
agricultural development had
by-passed this area almost
completely. And once lbecame
familiar with it, the reasons
were obvious: the soils were
s a n d y  a n d  i n f e r t i l e ,  w i t h
o u t c r o p p i n g  l i m  e s t o  n  e
caprock all along the coast,
and mass ive  i rons tone and
gravel hil ls inland. And yet it
was a botanical treasure trove,
and I consider it a tragedy that
this area was eventuallythrown
open, and then largely cleared
and deve loped in to  fa rms
w h e n  n e w  a g r i c u l t u r a l
technology became available
in the 

1l950s.

It took us three days to
traverse the track from the tiny
se t t lement  a t  Da nd  araga n
through to Cockleshell Cully.
There were numerous sandy
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ON DRUMMOND'S TRAIL
stretches where we had to let
the tyres down to get through
and every creek crossing or
ford had been washed out in
winter and had to be repaired
as we came to it before we
could cross. We stopped often
to make botanical collections -
the plains were ablaze from
horizon to horizon with spring
wildflowers

Very few visitors made it to
Cockleshell Cully in those days.
The Crigsons were delighted
to see us and made us very
welcome. Theywere especially
pleased when we delivered
their mail. They hadn't been
to town to collect it for over a
year  and there  was a
wheatsack-full of it.

The next day, with Frank
Crigson and his young sons
Noe l  and John as  w i l l i ng  f ie ld
assistants, we set off in the Blitz
for Mount Lesueur, several
miles to the east, to search for
Charlie's "lost"Asterolosio.

Our hunt began on the
eastern slope of the mountain,
asthis waswhere Drummond's
notes suggested he had made
the collection, but we found
nothing. So we decided to
search  each gu l l y  f rom i ts
source up on the mountain
right down to its confluence
with the main creek in the
valley below.

The first gully we followed
drew a blank, so we worked
ourway up to the summit and
began down a second. Well
into it we hit the jackpot! All of
a sudden we walked into a
patch of whiteflowering plants,
and Charlie began dancing
about with excitement. lt was
tte Asterolasio we had been
seeking. At that moment we
realised that we were standing
on the  very  spot  where
Drummond had stood, and
w h e r e  h e  h a d  m a d e  h i s
collection of this same species,
100 years before. lt was a

th r i l l i ng  moment .
The patch covered lessthan

an acre, and we confirmed over
the next few days that it was
t h e  o n l y  o n e ,  w h e n  w e
systematically searched all the
other gull ies in the area and
failed to locate a single further
Asterolq siq d ru m mondi i plant.

T h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  o u r
expedition took us north to
investigate the underground
river trom Creen Lake to the
ocean, then to Lake Logue and
on to the Arrowsmith River
and then east to the main
h ighway and 'c iv i l i sa t ion '  a t
Three Springs.

Forty years or so later, I
remember almost every detail
of the trip and, looking back, I
consider myself to have been
very fortunate to have seen
this fascinating region of WA
when it was sti l l  in its pristine
state.

BY DlCK PERRY

,.nrorcrtrl:9
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DAVID IT,IITCHELL & NIGEL HIGGS
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Hand in hand with nature.
This brushtoil possum is just one of the
animals studied during fauna sumegs of
the Batalling Forest.
See page 16-

Lush uegetation and a welcoming smile
greet lou as gou arriue at Mt Hart
Homestead, the 'Oasis in the Leopolds'
See page 48.

Deep beneath the Southem Ocean lies
the wreck of the Sanko Harvest. ?trs
rotting hull is nou an artifrcial reef
attracting marine life and diaers alike.
See page 23.

Plantatiotrs of brown mallet in the
early 1900's began a chain of eaents
that resulted in the 'Woodland

Wonderland' of Drgandra. See pdge 28.
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Woylies prefer clumped, relatively open
vegetation with sandy soils that are easy
to dig. They are found, among other
places, at Batalling Forest and the
Dryandra Woodland. See stories on
pages 16 and 28.

The illustration is bU Philippa
Nikul xky.
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'Fire, Wind and Water', on page 42, tells
of recent research into the
rehabilitation of erploration trccks in
the Rudall Riuer area of the Little
Sandg Desert.
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