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| l-er?: Divers around the crow's-nest of
I the vessel - a good place for a
I decompression stop.
Photo - Ann Storrie

I Below left: Anemones coat many of the
I rail ings around the ship. They are often
I the first animals to colonise new
structures underwater.
Photo - Ann Storri€

tidalpool on Figure ofEight Island, west
of Seal Rock, remained polluted with
thick bunker oil for four weeks, until it
was flushed by a rising sea. Five months
later therewas sti l lno l ife in this pool and
the surrounding rocks were covered in
o i l .

However, in the six months after the
spill there was no detectable reduction of
commercialandrecreationalfishcatches

as a result of the pollution. A year after
the spil l, there were sti l l  layers of
weathered oil under beach sand but, in
general, wildlife showed no signs oflong-
term oil effect.

BENEATH THE WAVES
Twelve months after the Sanko

Haraest ran aground, few reminders of
the disaster were visible. There was sti l l

oil on the sea floor at Bunker Bay, but
marine plants were growing in it and
through it, apparently thriving on the
hydrocarbons (low levels of hydrocarbons
are  found na tura l l y  in  the  mar ine
environment). Ninety-nine per cent of
the oil had dispersed or was buried and
was gradually being broken down, no
adverse effects of the phosphate were
obvious and the New Zealand fur seal
colonies were thriving. Only five metres
of the ship's superstructure teetered
above the water.

The last of the superstructure had
disappeared beneath the surface by the
winter of 1992. The vessel was slowly
sliding down Harvest Reef. By later tnar
year, the structure closest to the surlace
was a crane tower, which loomed three
metres beneath the waves. The rest ofthe
ship buckled and twisted down Harvest
Reef to the sea bed. The bow, which
pointed east-north-east, had dug into the
sand at 43 metres, while the stern rested
atabout 26 metres. When the ship sank,
the bridge split from the main hull and
now sits about 50 metres from the rest of
the ship.

THE WRECK NOW
The Sonko Haruest now generates

very little interest, except for the diving
fratemity. This relatively intact cargo
ship is the second largest vessel in the
world that can be dived, providing
adventureand excitementforthose brave
enoughto explore its awesome structure.
However, the inclement weather often
encountered on WA's southern shores
limits the possible days for diving on the
vessel. Blustering souLh-westerly winds.
huge seas and strong currents have
disappointed many would-be llaraesl
explorers.
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I Aboue: Ann Storrie slands in one of lhe
I doorways of a crane tower, now
I encrusted with invertebrates.
Photo - Wayne Storri€

LONG-TERM EFFECTS
Incidentssuchas the loss of theSanfto

Haruesl wil l conlinue to occur and their
impacts and outcomes will vary. \!hile
the fong-term effects of the Sanko
Haruest wreck appear to be minimal, it
could have been a different story. [t is
believed that, without the surift and
intense clean-up operation, the neu,born
fur seals on Seal Rock and Hood Island
could have been severely reduced in
number and the breeding viabil ity of the
colonies affected.

Foftunately, theSan ko Horaest today
is only another reminder of nature's
amazing pou,er of recovery. We must
now value the right of the adaptable
marine life, from the magnificent blue
grof'er to the tiny anemones, lo l ive in
harmony with yet another of humankind's
misguided judgements. Those privileged
enough to dive on the wreck should
rememberthe damage towildlife itcaused
and the tremendous clean-up and rescue
efforts by volunteers that it made
necessary.

Ann Stoffie is an underwater photo
journalisL She can be contacted on
(09) 385 9355.

the Environmental
at Rottnest Island

lAboue right:The frames for the ship's

1flff"|]:* 
- *"te anele in the

Photo - Ann Storrie
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BOUNTIFUL BATALLING
GOROON FRIEND, KEITH MORBIS & CAROLYN THOMSON 16
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DAVID IT,IITCHELL & NIGEL HIGGS
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Hand in hand with nature.
This brushtoil possum is just one of the
animals studied during fauna sumegs of
the Batalling Forest.
See page 16-

Lush uegetation and a welcoming smile
greet lou as gou arriue at Mt Hart
Homestead, the 'Oasis in the Leopolds'
See page 48.

Deep beneath the Southem Ocean lies
the wreck of the Sanko Harvest. ?trs
rotting hull is nou an artifrcial reef
attracting marine life and diaers alike.
See page 23.

Plantatiotrs of brown mallet in the
early 1900's began a chain of eaents
that resulted in the 'Woodland

Wonderland' of Drgandra. See pdge 28.
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Woylies prefer clumped, relatively open
vegetation with sandy soils that are easy
to dig. They are found, among other
places, at Batalling Forest and the
Dryandra Woodland. See stories on
pages 16 and 28.

The illustration is bU Philippa
Nikul xky.
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'Fire, Wind and Water', on page 42, tells
of recent research into the
rehabilitation of erploration trccks in
the Rudall Riuer area of the Little
Sandg Desert.
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