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Two hours drive south-east 0f Perth lies
an archipelago of 17 bushland islands
amid a sea ol wheatlands and grazing

pastures near the Central South town ol
Narrogin. Togelher. they form Dryandra
Woodland, the biggest tract ol remnant
vegetation in the western Wheatbelt and
habitat for several of Western Australia's

rare and endangered animals. The
survival of these species hinges nol only
on the conservalion of the woodland, but
on future padnerships with surrounding

tan0 owners.
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Mal le t  p lan ta t ions  cont inued to  be
established periodically unti l 1962, by
which time the market for vegetable
tannins had collapsed in the face of
competit ion from synthetics.

Today, these plantations extend over
more than 8 300 hectares, about one-
th i rd  o f  the  area  o f  the  Dryandra
Woodland, and supply a local tool-handle
manufac turer  and a  few f i rewood
llcencees.

But if those early foresters thought
Dryandra uas established merely to
presenre the commercial exploitation of
the mallet resource, they were \{,rong.
They created, perhaps unwittingly, what
has become one of the most significant
conseruation areas in the Wheatbelt.

FLORAL RICHNESS
Dryandra has a relatively rich flora

with 816 identif ied native plant specres
rangingfrom those common in thewetter
jarrah forest to species peculiar to the
semi -ar id  Wheatbe l t .  I t s  f lo ra l
s ign i f i cance can be  gauged f rom
comparing it with other conservation
areas - the nearby Tutanning Nature
Reserve has 69Tspecies and theWalpoie-
Nornalup National Park has 698 species
(albeit Fitzgerald River National Park
has 1 748 species).

The Depaltment ofConsenr'ation and
Land Management (CALM) maintains a
reserve species listforflora thatare poorly
known and in need of further survey, or
are in need ofmonitoring. Dryandra hosts
19 ofthese resenre species, which include
the  smooth- l ipped sp ider  o rch id
(Caladenia integra), t\Jo Danrinias, a
m o u n t a i n  b u t t e r c u p  t H i b b e r l i a
montanal, the narrow-leaved red mallee
(Eucalgptus latensl, Crowley's grevillea
(Greuil lea crowlegi) and the non-
poisonous native pea Nemcitt slipularis.

In 1988, CALM Operations Officer
Creg Durell collected a specimen of the
ftre Eucalyptus oliuacea 'from the
Highbury section of Dryandra, believing
it at the time to be a different species.
However, the discovery was only recently
unearthed after a chance look through
Herbarium records confirmed that itwas
indeed the rare eucalypt.

I A6oae; The smooth-lipped spidey
I orchid is one of 19 reserve flora l ist
I species found in the woodland.
Photo - Babs and Bert Wells

l

cu8AU.[{G

(

0
@,�

REFERENCE

---- Scenic Drive
-- Seated Road
- Unsealed Boad

_Ploposed Land Tenure

E
i

Nalional Park

State Forest

Nature Reserve l5  km

i,ttrra.,ri+ 31



sdorsoNw zt

aqujoJrowlew-olorld
'prt{orl FulppEur aql

luorj rp] pul,'oorE up{ dara urJlsa^1 I
srrll sp qJns 'sluelrq?qut a^rlpu Jql f

ua^a leql PrnP ue sPq e+uu(t0:Udl I

ueuqlo.I urf _ oloqd
'{uuq aql uJorj slerdnspur

raqlo (uE(u pu? slrll Aur^aulal I
sr lolluor xoJ alptoJseqd palrel-par I

aql roJ ua^eq p sr osl? etpuetuO ."dogy I

u€tuqro.l uU - oloqd
'salrrural 

Putr slue
lno turlaas alrqM salu.u l! stu!tA!p I

Jo eroqlald aql iq palea,rar sr uuprqra I
palpaq-Uorls aqt Jo aruasard aql .doJ I

'arl^ol aql Jo l?^r^lns aql
palsrssp sBr{ utnl ur leql 'slueld uoslod

Jo slalslql Aulpnlsul 'uonPla?a^ asuap
aql sr ll Ued uI 'le^r^rns pue qprolA slr
Aulf,upqua snql 'lu"ld aql {q quaulnu

Jo a{qdn aql asealtrul pue qool lueld
aqlJo aprqno aql uo ro ultllll ^ orF,{aqJ
'Plpuetu( 

Jo slueld aql qlr^ suoqerf,osse
f, llorqru{s ruroJ raunJ arups asaqlJo duetll
leql pasrrear $ lr uaqrlr palqallqalq s!
drqsuorlelar srt0 Jo alueuodur aqJ

.qeJs ur suoll€lol
.vrau ol p?ards are pue arlfo.vl aq] Jo lna
aql qEnorql ssed raunJ asaql Jo sarods
aqtr'erpuetu( ur punoJ slpurue alpl
papllap ar{l Jo auo sr lpql lerdnseu a{ll

arl^oM aql Jo larp Jrll Jo l.r?d rofpur
? alP leql sarpoq Aurlrn4 punortlapun
a^eq lgunJ ra3Erq asaql Jo dupl^i
'puelpoo4\aql ut paprolat uaaq a^pq rFury
.raFrel]o sarJads 00I ueql arou lnq ,tno

paureJ uaaq a^eq suaqf,rt pue suomla^ll
'sassou'rFunJ 

Jo s^auns palrurt 6luO

AIl,{'Olv\
AHJ ONV ICNNd SHJ

'all,{or

aql pu? raun] aql uaal^laq drqsuoqplal
aql sr aldurexalaqlouv sruals^sof,a s,V ̂
asualf,el?q) lpql Uos aql ,sdrqslaulrpd

Au r^l I Jo ujso)orJllrj s.etpuertlC

Jo aldrupxa aur] ? ale daqJ.slprurup
a^lleu roJ ra aqs lJaIad apr^ord sead
uosrod ̂q paruroJ sla{Jrql asuap aqJ

' ( I66I raluwrgdoJso^t?
'.srollalold 6lppac :sead uosrod, aas) lr
ol aJueralol qarq?padola^ap a^?q qlrqrr
'slpuureur a^rleu s,Vl\Jo^ueul olloulnq
'sFurru?lsoruol 

leqlal sl spad aqlur urxol
aqJ qalcrql asuap ur ualo .puelpoo^{

aql ul punoqP ('dds ulnryop)jsogl
€ad uosrod Jo salJads lqarA



Bushwalkers in Dryandra might
occasionally notice a commotion at their
feet and a flash ofa rapidly disappeafing
furry rump, betrayin! the location of a
woylie's daytime nest: a n€at ball of
shreddedbark, grassand leaves. Dryandra
is a stronghold ofthis threatened species
and the fact that bushwalkers can flush
one from its nest shows how numerous
they are.

Many overnight visitors at Dryandn
Settlement are startled at night by what
they think are huge hopping rats, fight
outside their hut. These are woylies, and
up to 40 have been known to gather at the
settlement atone time. At Dryandra, it is
hard to believe their threatened status,
but the species has declined dramatically
from being one of the most widespread
and common of the rat kangaroos in
southern Australia, to a very small
number of remnant populations in
Dryandra, Batalling, east of Collie, and
Perup, east of Manjimup.

Apowerful torch orspotlight provides
an intimate view oftheir activity as they
feed on fungi, Guildford grass bulbs
(Romulea rosear, seeds and food scraps
left after an alfresco meal. Awoylie growl
orswiftcuffwith their legs soon sorts our
adispute overa particularly tasty morsel.
Woylies also carry off seeds, especially

big ones such as those ofthe sandalwood
(Santalum spicatum), and bury them so
they may be recovered for a later feast.

OTHER ANIMALS
There are few places in Western

Australia that have as rich or as visible
fauna as Dryandra. A quiet walk or drive
in the woodland could reward one with
an encounter with the State's mammal
emblem, the rare numbat lMyrmecobius
fasciatus) . Or you could catch an echidna
lTochgglossus aculealus ) out looking for
its next meal of ants and termites.

Further from the settlement a
spotlight reveals more ofDryandra's rich
wildlife. Brush wallabies (Macropus
ima ), w este r n gy ey kangarc o W a c r op us
fuliginosus), brushtail possum
(Trichosurus uulpeculal and the rare
tammar wallaby (rVacropus eugenii) are
frequently seen. Tammar wallabies are
one of the four declared threatened
mammals found in Dryandra along with
numbats, woylies and the red-tailed
phascogale (Phascogale calura). The
phascogale is locallyabundant but rarely
seen, as it is small and keeps to the dense
rock sheoak thickets.

But Dryandra is notallrare mammals.
Other smallerspecies include the mardo
(Antechinus flaurpes), honey-possum

(Tarsipes rostratus), pygmy-possum
(Cercortetus concinnusl, dunnarts
(Smmlftopslb sp.) and 10 species of bat.

If very quiet, you might even get a
glimpse ofa mal feefowl (Leipoo ocellata)
as i t  fades out  of  s ight  in to the
undergrowth. The malleefowl faces
enormous pressure in those remnant
areas ofthe Wheatbelt from which it has
not become locally extinct through
predation or clearing of habitat for
grazinglandsandwheatfields. Recently,
there has been an upsurge in concern for
this species and many volunteer groups
have projects to protect and enhance
local populations. The Royal Australasran
0rnithologists Union (RAOU) is carrying
out a long-term project to monitor the
breeding and survival of Dryandra's
malleefowl.

The 36 species of lizard and 15 of
snake, most of which are harmless
burrowers,  ref lect  the woodland's

I Belour. One of the species that lends its
I name to the Dry"ndn Woodland. This one
lis Dryandra horrida. In all, Dryandra is
host to 816 identif ied native plant species.
Photo - Jiri Lochman
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Picn ick ing ,  too ,  i s  popu lar  and
barbecue facilities have been provided at
several sites throughout the woodland.
These provide ideal focalpoints for other
activities such as sightseeing, wildflower
viewing and bushwalking.

NATURE STUDY
Most of the buildings in the old

Dryandra Settlement, which followed the
development of the mallet plantations,
are now runbythe Lions Clubs ofWestern
Australia under a lease arrangementwith
CALM. Former forestry cottages - and
Nissen huts for bigger groups - are bases
from which to explore the woodland.

More recently, the Irabina Field Study
Centre has been set up within the old
settlement and is used by a variety of
in terest  groups for  seminars and
workshops. There also are two Dryandra
Woodland Ecology Courses runby CALM
staffeachyear to introduce people to the
local ecology.

It is this pressure for recreation and
nature-based tourism, along with the
distinct natural values of the Dryandra
itself, that present the greatest challenge
to the conservation effort for the woodland.

A IOO-YEAR VISION
Last March, CALM released a Draft

Management Plan for Dryandra
Woodland in recognition of the need to
balance the conservation, recreation and
t imber  p roduc t ion  va lues  o f  the
woodland. Although the plan presented a
l0-year program, it was a vision that
looked beyond that decade and virtually
into the 22nd century.

This'10-year-plan with a 100-year
vision'uas based on the conceptthatthe
conservation of the woodland could not
beviewed in isolation from its neighbours,
nor indeed those small, but locally
signifi cantcommercial entities that relied
on access to the timber resource for their
fu tu re .  I t  a lso  encouraged these
neighbours to become involved in the
nature conservation effort. For example,
not only could tracts ofnative vegetation
on private farmland create further
coridors for native mammds to migrate,
they could also play a role in the landcare
efforts of the farmerswithin surrounding
catchments.

A l ready  some ne ighbour ing
landowners, assisted by local volunteers,
have included bushland corridors

lAboae: The turlle frog lMyobotrochus
I gouldri) is found in Dryandra and is one
I of only two frogs that burrow forwards.
It doesn't need open water to breed, but lays
€ggs underground. The embryos go througfr
the tadpole stag€ while in the egg and
emerge as miniature veruions ofthe adults.
Photo - Babs and Bert Wells

between some of the blocks of bush at
Dryandra in their land conservation
plantings. In the future, native vegetation
plantings could offer a financial return
through the prospect of sustained
harvesting of the timber resource for
local industries.

It is a vision based on integration
through par tnersh ips  -  the  very
partnerships that have helped create
Dryandra as a woodland, and wildlife,
wonderland.

I lop: The woodland is a refuge for lhe
I rare malleefowl. The bird's habitat has
I been severely curtailed through clearing
{or agriculture.
Photo - Peter Marsacldlrchman Tyansparencies

David Mitchell, Regional Dcologist
for CALM's Wheatbelt Region, is a
member of the planning team
which prepared the Dryandra
Woodland Draft Management Plan.
He can be contacted at Narrogin on
(098) 8lr 444.

Nigel Higgs is CALM'S Principal Media
Liaison Officer. He can be
contact€d on (09) 389 8644.

The authors acknowledge CALM's
planning team members - Anthony
Sutton, Tony Friend, Steve Corton
and Dennis Hilder.
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Hand in hand with nature.
This brushtoil possum is just one of the
animals studied during fauna sumegs of
the Batalling Forest.
See page 16-

Lush uegetation and a welcoming smile
greet lou as gou arriue at Mt Hart
Homestead, the 'Oasis in the Leopolds'
See page 48.

Deep beneath the Southem Ocean lies
the wreck of the Sanko Harvest. ?trs
rotting hull is nou an artifrcial reef
attracting marine life and diaers alike.
See page 23.

Plantatiotrs of brown mallet in the
early 1900's began a chain of eaents
that resulted in the 'Woodland

Wonderland' of Drgandra. See pdge 28.
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Woylies prefer clumped, relatively open
vegetation with sandy soils that are easy
to dig. They are found, among other
places, at Batalling Forest and the
Dryandra Woodland. See stories on
pages 16 and 28.

The illustration is bU Philippa
Nikul xky.
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'Fire, Wind and Water', on page 42, tells
of recent research into the
rehabilitation of erploration trccks in
the Rudall Riuer area of the Little
Sandg Desert.
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