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Taff, and Jenny have painted the
building and made other improvements,
such as  resur rec l ing  an  anc ien t  tenn is
court. A new amenities block was built
with the help of CALM staff. and Taffy is
extending the homestead with a stone
d in ing  area .  As  par t  o f  the  area 's
conversion to anational park, contractors
are currently destocking the area of cattle.

Mount Hart is agood base fromwhich
to explore Matthew Gorge and small
pockets of semi-deciduous rainforest
below nearby Mount Matthew. It is an
ideal spot for groups of bushwalkers,
bird\'\,atchers and other nature lovers.

I lopr Jenni and Taffy Abbotts manage
I Mount Hart homestead. which provides
I old'fashioned bush hospitality and
comfortable accommodation for visitors.
Photo - Carolyn Thomson

I Abooe left and righl. The gaydens at
I Mounl Hart homestead and lhe Barker
I River-
Photos - Carolyn Thomson

I Left and right: Dragon tree lsesbdnra
I formosa) grows along the creek and
I nectar mytle /Xdnlrostemon paradon$)
grows on the sandstone around Mount Hart.
Photos - K€vin Kenneally

I Beloo: The lush gardens and streamside
I vegetation of Mount Hart attract
I numerous birds including the slar f inch.
Photo - Babs and Bert Wells

IBelou ght:The gardens around Mount
I Hart homestead were established by
I Charlie Telford in the 1960s.
Photo - Carolyn Thomson
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T
and crimson and star finches. Predators
include wedge-tailed eagles and peregrine
falcons. Taffy Abbotts reported seeing a
peregrine falconwith a freshly killed ibrs
in the garden.

Wild donkeys are the scourge of
Mount Hart. In September 1993 the
Allricultunl Protection Board killed 1200
in three days. In the 1960s Charlie Telford
even had a donkey cannery operating,
using a team of Aboriginal shooters to
supply the meat.

AN AERIAL'HIGHWAY'
The ancient Kimberley landscape is

punctuated with astonishing gorges and
waterfalls, spectacular cave systems, lush
rainforest patches and abundantwildlife.
It is like nowhere else on Earth. But,
until recently, to see this aspect of the
Kimberley, travellers had to take on the
tortuous Kalumburu-Gibb River Road.
This red, dusty, boulder-strewn trackwas
the cattle road that l inked outback
stations to the ports of Derby and
Wyndham. The route also links up to
Tunnel Creek, the Mitchell Plateau and
other remote sites. Travellers had to be
prepared forwilderness campingwith no
facilities. This meant carrying in all food
supplies, plenty ofspares and water. The
Kalumburu-Gibb River Road was, and
sti l l  is, a wonderful adventure that
compares with tackling the Gunbarrel
Highway across the red centre or driving
the Canning StockRoute. The trouble is,
few people have the time, the means or
the resourcefulness to undertake such a
journey in this rugged country.

The Kimberley's attractions are
separated by vast distances and only

accessible by four-\\iheel-drive forpart of
the year. The'lbis Aerial Highway', to be
launched in the 1994 tourist season, is
about to change this. Tourists will soon
be able to close the vast distances between
watering holes by flying over the
magn i f i cen t  K imber ley  landscape.
Airstrips have been built at the main
visitor points, such as Bell Creek Corge,
Wndjana Gorgeand ElQuestro, to enable
sightseers to join ground tours. Mount
HaIt is an impoftant link in the aerial
highway, providinga convenientstopping
point and a chance for visitors to get a
taste of outback life. Already, six airline
companies visit the homestead, stopping
for morning tea or lunch and to admire
its lush gardens and learn something of
its pastoral history.

CLOSER TO NATURE
Like the Ibis Aerial Highway, the

Mount Hart homestead can help bring
people closerto nature in the Kimberley.
When the proposed King Leopold Range
National Park is finally declared, it will
protect the contoded sandstone range,
majestic gorges, rainforest remnants and
rare wildlife. Visiting the homesteadwill
help visitors appreciate the Kimberley
wilderness and its special values and the
lifestyle of those who pioneered this
rugged region.

I Abouer The yellow-bell ied sheathtail bat
I is found throughout tropical Australia,
I including Mount Hart, in the winter
months. The raYer and much smaller
yellowJipped bat sometimes lives in th€
old mess near the old homestead.
Photo - Babs and Bert Wells

lAboDe ight: Donkeys are the scourge of
I Mount Hart, which had a donkey
I cannery operation there in the 1960s.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

I R|git A gorge near Silent Grove
I campground is one of the attractions of
I the proposed King L€opold Range
National Park.
Photo - Kevin Kenneally
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NATURE'S MEDICINE
JIM ARI'STRONG & MTE HOOPER

BOUNTIFUL BATALLING
GOROON FRIEND, KEITH MORBIS & CAROLYN THOMSON 16

HARVEST FROM THE SANKO
ANN STORRIE & GBEG POBAR

WOODLAND WONDERLAND
DAVID IT,IITCHELL & NIGEL HIGGS
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23

Hand in hand with nature.
This brushtoil possum is just one of the
animals studied during fauna sumegs of
the Batalling Forest.
See page 16-

Lush uegetation and a welcoming smile
greet lou as gou arriue at Mt Hart
Homestead, the 'Oasis in the Leopolds'
See page 48.

Deep beneath the Southem Ocean lies
the wreck of the Sanko Harvest. ?trs
rotting hull is nou an artifrcial reef
attracting marine life and diaers alike.
See page 23.

Plantatiotrs of brown mallet in the
early 1900's began a chain of eaents
that resulted in the 'Woodland

Wonderland' of Drgandra. See pdge 28.
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Woylies prefer clumped, relatively open
vegetation with sandy soils that are easy
to dig. They are found, among other
places, at Batalling Forest and the
Dryandra Woodland. See stories on
pages 16 and 28.

The illustration is bU Philippa
Nikul xky.
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'Fire, Wind and Water', on page 42, tells
of recent research into the
rehabilitation of erploration trccks in
the Rudall Riuer area of the Little
Sandg Desert.
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