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PALMS TURN UP IN JOONDALUP

Eighteen huge exotic palms
have been transported from
Millstream-Chichester
National Park, in the Pilbara
Region, to a new major
shopping centre just north of
Perth.

These particular palms
were chosen to provide an
outdoors feel in the main
promotions area of the $80
million Lakeside Shopping
Centre at Joondalup, where
they have been replanted
along with weeping figs,
umbrella treesand other palms
toformaninterlocking canopy.

The palms, some as tail as
seven metres, are believed to
have been introduced into the
national park by camel drivers,
who transported supplies to
outback cattle stations in the
early 1900s. The introduced
date palms (Phoenix dacty-
lifera) and cotton palms
(Washingtonia filifera) have
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been gradually taking over and
are presenting an enormous
threat to the riverine and
aquatic ecosystems of
Millstream. They are aggressive
colonisers and have the ability
toexclude other, native species
because of their thick root
systems and large shady
canopy. In addition to this they
produce a huge guantity of
dead fronds, which present a
fire hazard. Fires fuelled by
material such as this burn with
suchintensity that native plant
speciesarekilfed, butthe palms
quickly regenerate vigorously
with no competition. The
introduced palms should not
be confused with the native
Millstream Palm (Livistona
alfredii) which is much slower
growing.

Now, the Department of
Conservation and Land
Management (CALM) is
aiming to save and restore the

Millstream wetlands by
regaining control of the palms.
Although a few palms will be
left near the homestead for
heritage value, the rest of the
delta area will be returned to
open forest of paperbark and
red gum ftrees, with native
couch grass and other species
growing together in the
understorey.

Geoff Kregor, the Ranger-
in-Charge at Millstream
Chichester National Park,
enlisted the help of the Arbor
Centre to remove mature trees
and transport them from the
area, then to assist with the
rehabilitation process by
preparing the ground for
reseeding. The mature palms
are easily replanted and ideally
suited to landscaping projects
around large developments
such as housing estates,
shopping centres and hotels.
During the first half of this year

Top left: The palms are carefully
removed with their root system
and the fronds wrapped for
protection during their long
Journey from Millstream fo
Perth.

Photo - The Arbor Centre

Top right: Some of the 18 palms
that have been replanted inside
the new Lakeside Joondalup
shopping development.

Photo - David Gough

alone, some 70 trees were
removed by the Arbor Centre
for replanting at various sites
throughout the State,
including Newman, Rocking-
ham, Canning Vale and
Buckland Hill near Fremantle.
Smaller trees are being cleared
and burned or chemically
controlled te allow the
rehabilitation of native species
to begin. The entire project is
expected to take 20 years to
complete.
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The coral gardens in the sheltered
lagoons of the Rowley Shoals contain
dozens of different varieties of staghorn
coral and are inhabited by a huge range
of colourful reef fish. See 'Coral for
Keeps' on page 28.

The ilustration &s by Philippa
Nikeinsky.
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Millstream palms, transported from the

north-west, tower over Lakeside Joondalup

Shopping City's central promotions area.

GREG WOOD Photographer
Ph / Fax (09) 384 4638
23 Florence St Cottesloe
Western Australia 6011
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