
Every time you use
this card.

you protect nature.

IANDSCOPE Conservation Visa Card

Here's a credit card like no othe.. It's two things in one:

., [t's a Visa card - and you can use it as a savings account

too! Take advantage of special money-saving discounts.

,t lt's a fund-raiser. You'll help raise funds for

conservation in WA - at no cost to you.

The I-ANDSCOPE Conservation Visa card will raise money to

protect endangered animals and plants, such as the westem ringtail

possum and the Corrigin grevillea. For each purchase you make,

Bankwest will mak€ a contribution to the CALM Endangered

Species Trust Fund. And it won't cost you a cent.

Pythons are patient. They
may s i t  fo r  days  co i led ,
m o t i o n l e s s  a n d  w e l l -
camouf laged, readytoambush
a passing animalto supplytheir
next meal.

Their secretive habits and
low abundance make them
difficulttofind and even harder
to count! This poses particular
p  r o b  l e m s  f o r  t h e i r
conseryaUon.

While studying python
records at the WA Museum,
researcher Laurie Smith noticed
that specimens of two south-
western species - the carpet
python and the woma python
-sent to the Museum had
declined sharply over the last
40 years. The situation needed
investigation, but how do you
assess population declines of
animals that are notoriously
difficult to see?

"We decided to use the
eyes and expertise of people
who spend long periods in the
bush and are most l ikely to
encounter pythons," CALM
scientist David Pearson said.

A pilot survey was begun
with some CALM staff and

The south-uestem population of
the uoma pgthon has declined
markedlg in the last 30 !ea/s.
Any sightings would be
pa icula y oaluable to aid its
suruiual.
Photo Brad Margon

herpetologists (people who
study repti les and amphibians).

"Questionnaires covering
past sightings, and survey
forms on whichto record f uture
sightings were distributed in
September  1993 and the
response has been excellent,
with many new and interesting
records received," David said.

"Resu l ts  ind ica ted  tha t
concerns raised by LaurieSmith
about the woma python were
very real, with only four recent
sightings in the south-west."

lf you can help by recording
py thon s igh t ings ,  con tac t
David Pearson at CALM, PO
Box 51, Wanneroo WA 6065,
who wil l mail you a python
observation kit. With your
help, we can establish the
distribution and abundance of
pythons in the past and at
present, and providea baseline
for future surveys.

Interested? Fill in the coupon today, or

Helpl ine on 13 17 18.
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LANDSCOPE Cotservation Visa Card.
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Return tor IAI{DSCOPE Conservation Visa Card, Reply Paid

AAA33, PO Box 65, Northbridge, WA 6865 (no stamp required)

or fax to (O9) 227 4666.
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Yellow-billed spoonbills haue aisited
Star Swamp for the last three uears.
Theg sift small mtstaceans from the
shallou uater. The story of this
suburban wetland is told on page 45.

About a quarter of Stirling Range
National Park has been closed to
protect its unique flora from dieback
desease. Tum to page l0 to disconr
these plants on the edge-

Found all ouer Australia, short-beaked
echidnas are one of two Australian egg-
laging mammak. Theg still occur
around Perth. See page 18.

The orange-bellied frog k part of the
South West's fine-scale richness qnd
aariety. Find out more about these
foscinating creatures on page 35.
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A marine park is proposed to adjoin
the Prince Regent Nature Reserue. The
Complex Coast (page 49) discusses the
need for integrated m1nqgemant of
land and sea around our coast-

ARBoR DAY POSTER C0MPET|T1ON......................26

The coral gardens in the sheltered
lagoons of the Rowley Shoals contain
dozens of different varieties of staghom
coral and are inhabited by a huge nnge
of colourful reef fish. See 'Coral for
K€eps' on page 28.
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