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Every time you use
this card,
you protect nature.

LANDSCOPE Conservation Visa Card

Here’s a credit card like no other. It’s two things in one:

< It’s a Visa card - and you can use it as a savings account

too! Take advantage of special money-saving discounts.

% It’s a fund-raiser. You'll help raise funds for

conservation in WA - at no cost fo you.

The LANDSCOPE Conservation Visa card will raise money to
protect endangered animals and plants, such as the western ringtail
possum and the Corrigin grevillea. For each purchase you make,
BankWest will make a contribution to the CALM Endangered

Species Trust Fund. And it won't cost you a cent.

Interested? Fill in the coupon today, or phone the BankWest
Helpline on 13 17 18.

‘ YES - Please send me mote information about the
LANDSCOPE Conservation Visa Card.
MNomie

Address

Postcode

Return to: LANDSCOPE Conservation Visa Card, Reply Paid
AAA33, PO Box 65, Northbridge, WA 6865 (no stamp required)
or fax to (09) 227 4666.

Credit facilities for this card are provided by the Bank of Western Australia Lud.,
108 St Georges Terrace, Perth, WA. A.CN 050 494 454

Pythons are patient. They
may sit for days coiled,
motionless and  well-
camouflaged, ready to ambush
apassing anirmal to supply their
next meal.

Their secretive habits and
low abundance make them
difficult tofind and even harder
to count! This poses particular
problems for their
conservation.

While studying python
records at the WA Museum,
researcher Laurie Smith noticed
that specimens of two south-
western species — the carpet
python and the woma python
—sent to the Museum had
declined sharply over the last
40 years. The situation needed
investigation, but how do you
assess population declines of
animals that are notoriously
difficult to see?

"We decided to use the
eyes and expertise of people
who spend long periods in the
bush and are most likely to
encounter pythons,” CALM
scientist David Pearson said.

A pilot survey was begun
with some CALM staff and
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The south-western population of
the woma python has declined
markedly in the last 30 years.
Any sightings would be
particularly valuable to aid its
survival.

Photo - Brad Maryon

herpetologists (people who
study reptiles and amphibians).

“Questionnaires covering
past sightings, and survey
forms on whichto record future
sightings were distributed in
September 1993 and the
response has been excellent,
with many new and interesting
records received,” David said.

“Results indicated that
concerns raised by Laurie Smith
about the woma python were
very real, with only four recent
sightings in the south-west.”

If you can help by recording
python sightings, contact
David Pearson at CALM, PO
Box 51, Wanneroo WA 6065,
who will mail you a python
observation kit. With your
help, we can establish the
distribution and abundance of
pythons in the past and at
present, and provide a baseline
for future surveys.
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The coral gardens in the sheltered
lagoons of the Rowley Shoals contain
dozens of different varieties of staghorn
coral and are inhabited by a huge range
of colourful reef fish. See 'Coral for
Keeps' on page 28.

The ilustration &s by Philippa
Nikeinsky.
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