
One of Australia's biggest
mining companies-Western
M i n i n g  C o r p o  r a  t i o  n - h a s
weighed in to help conserve
the l itt le (or fairy) penguins,
sea lions and seagrasses that
inhabit Perth's coast.

Western Mining is giving
$120 000 to the Department
o t  Conserva t ion  and Land
M a n a g e m e n t  t o  b u i l d  a
research  and management
centre on Penguin lsland that
wil lbecome a regiona I research
base for important marine,
island and coastal research.

"The proposed Western
M i n i n g  R e s e a r c h  a n d
Management Centre is a vital
part of CALM'5 plan to create
a unique nature-based tourism
pro jec t  on  Pengu in  l s land,
while also protecting the island
environment," CALM Marine
Opera t ions  Manager  Peter
Dans said.

"Because o f  i t s  na tura l
attraction and close proximity
to  the  met ropo l i tan  area ,
Penguin lsland attracts up to
/0 000 visitors each year,
including manyfrom interstate
and overseas."

Pengu in  l s land suppor ts
t h e  l a r g e s t  b  r e e d  i n g
population of l i tt le penguins
on the west coast of Australia.
About 50 other bird species
also breed and roost on the
i s l a n d s  o f f  R o c k i n g h a m ,
including migratory species
covered by  in te rna t iona l
treaties. The Australian sea lion
uses nearby Seal lsland to rest
between fishing trips.

C A L M  a n d  a c a d  e m  i c
ins t i tu t ions  have ongo ing
research projects based on
Penguin lsland and its plants
and animals. Research into the
s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p e n g u i n
population on the island is
already under way. Further
research projects wil lfocus on
detec t ing  any  lmpacts  o f
tourism on the island's wildlife
and landscapes.
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The proposed research and
m a n a 9 e m e n t  c e  n  t r e  w i l l
p rov ide  the  s ta f f
accommodat ion  and work
areas essential to manage the
island environment as well as
becoming a  f ie ld  base fo r
visiting research staff.

The centre's construction
will allow CALM to remove
three  ma kesh i f  t  asbes tos
cement buildings, remnants
of past uses of the island. The
a r e a s  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h  e s e
buildings wil l be rehabil itated,
providing additional habitat
f o r  t h e  w i l d  p e n g u i n
popu la t ion .

The architecture ofthe new
facil ity reflects the natural
contours and colour of the
island, and composting waste
systems and solar power wil l
be used.

Because o f  the  f rag  i le
nature of Penguin lsland and
the surrounding Shoalwater
lslands Marine Park, no heavy
equapment can be used on the
island or transported across
the shallow seagrass beds that

surround it. As a result, the
cent re  w i l l  be  bu i l t  f rom
materials which can be easily
moved by hand.

The Western  Min  ing
Research and Management
Centre is part of a series of
deve lopments  on  Pengu in
ls land a imed a t  improv ing
management of the island. A
new composting toilet block,
a raised boardwalk and grassed
picnic area have already been
established.
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Top].Artistic impression of the
proposed Westem Mining
Research & Management Centre
on Penguin Island.

Abo\te. The Executioe Ceneral
Manager ofWestem Mining's WA
Opera t ions Andrcu M ichelmore
uith CALM', Tefty Coodlich and
a little penguin.
Photo - Jercmg Dunnette
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Salinitg is a problem in the State's
south-west, but famers, communitia
and gouemmmt agencies are working
to frnd solutions. See page 39.

The thick-bilbd grasswren is one of
se\eral animak that mag be
reintroduced to Shark Bag as part of
an ambitious project. See 'Retum to
Eden' on page 22.
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A giant dragonlly lites in the south-
west of Westem Australia. You csn
lind out more about this ancient
relict of the jaffah forest in 'Westem

Petalura' on page 52.
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Urceen for more than 100 gears and
belieued to haue bem extinct, Gilbert's
potoroo tumed up quite unexpectedlg,
See page 28.

F low e r arr ang ements fea t uing
eucolgptus foliage are becoming
popular uith florists. Find out uh! on

The sttmning rogal roDe (Scaevola
striat is one ofa host of fabulous
fanflowers found in Westem Australia.
Suzanne Curry discusses this and other

Goodeniaceae on page 10.
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