
ROCK-WALLABY RESCUE
prov ide  an  add i t iona l
$37 000,  fo l low ing  a
review of the project in
' i 998.

The work is being
undertaken byresearch
scientist lack Kinnear
and other staff from
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Conserva t ion  and

L a  n d  M a n a g e m e n t  i n
assoc ia t ion  w i th  loca  I
Aboriginal communities. Their
efforts are targeted at saving a
small colony of black-footed
rock-wallabies in the remote
Calvert Range, south of Lake
Disappointment.

"The wallabies are the only
group of black-flanked rock-
wallabies known to survive in
Australia's western deserts. The
isolated colonywas discovered
in '1985 

and its numbers have

A large mining company
has jo ined fo rces  w i th  a
government department to
save a remote population of
the endangered black-flanked
rock-wallaby, a subspecies of
the black-footed rock-wallaby
that is confined to Western
Australia. CRA Australia has
donated $50 000 this year to
establish a recovery program
f o r  t h e  w a l l a b y  a n d  w i l l

been declining steadily ever
since," Dr Kinnear said.

"Foxes are the main threat
to the mammals and we are
intensively baiting the Calvert
Range area for foxes.

"lt is hoped that cutting
fox numbers wil l enable the
rock wallabies to increase their
population enough to provide
surplus animals that can be
moved to Depuch lsland off
the Pilbara coast. These could
then provide breeding stock
for future repopulation of the
western deserts."

The black-flanked rock-
wallaby is distinguished by its
black fee! black tail and dark
upper spinal stripe. Weighing
no morethanfive kilogramt the
wal laby  has  a  de l i ca te
appearance tha t  be l ies  i t s
extraordinary high-iumping

abilityon steep rock faces, and a
rugged constitution that allows
it to live with very little water.

Scientists are sti l l  gathering
information about the general
biology, social structure and
behaviour of the animals.

Dr Kinnear said that in the
last 200 years Australia had
lost more mammal species
than any other country, with
evidence implicating the fox
and feral cat.

" R o c k - w a | | a b i e s  h  a v e
been among the hardest hit
o f  surv iv ing  med ium-s ized
marsupials. There are about
12 species around Australia,
a l l  th rea tened to  vary ing
rlanroo< " hp <: irl

Above: Black llanked rock wallabg.
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Salinitg is a problem in the State's
south-west, but famers, communitia
and gouemmmt agencies are working
to frnd solutions. See page 39.

The thick-bilbd grasswren is one of
se\eral animak that mag be
reintroduced to Shark Bag as part of
an ambitious project. See 'Retum to
Eden' on page 22.
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A giant dragonlly lites in the south-
west of Westem Australia. You csn
lind out more about this ancient
relict of the jaffah forest in 'Westem

Petalura' on page 52.

flfiaging Edilon Ron Kalllalilak
Edilor: David Gough
Conltlb!fing Edilors: li,lddt Osrs, Vff'a Cdo, l(ate fbopq, hlfl ]}urFc.l
Sclanllffc and leahdcal rdvice: Andrcw Burbidgs, lan Abbott, Paul Jones
Deslgn and ptoducfon: Mada Dulhie, Sue Marais
Rnlsled art Karen Addison
lllustntion Ray Andress; lan Dictinson, Gooitsen van der Meer
Carlography: Promaco Geod|ait
lla*rling: Eslelle de San Miguel ' {0914340296 Fax 3lX{X98
Subsc.lp{on .nq!lrl.i: r (09) 334 0401 Fax 334 0498
Colour Sepadion by Propress Services
Pdntsd in WEstem Auslralia by Lamb Print
O ISSN 0815-1,165- All material copyrighl. No pan ol ths contenb ol the
publicalion may be reproduced udthout lhe consent ol the publlsherc.

al Published by Dr S Shea, Executive Dkector
-t Depadment ol Conserualion and Land Manag€ment,
\/ 50 Hayman Boad, Como. Westem Austalia 6t 52.

LANDSCOPE
VOLUMETEN NO.3 AUTUMN ISSUE I995

Urceen for more than 100 gears and
belieued to haue bem extinct, Gilbert's
potoroo tumed up quite unexpectedlg,
See page 28.

F low e r arr ang ements fea t uing
eucolgptus foliage are becoming
popular uith florists. Find out uh! on

The sttmning rogal roDe (Scaevola
striat is one ofa host of fabulous
fanflowers found in Westem Australia.
Suzanne Curry discusses this and other

Goodeniaceae on page 10.
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