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I Aboue: The feral cat is innocent in

I appearance, but a deadly predator.
I Photo - Babs and Bert Wells/CAl-M

I R&h1r Studying the foe- Dave Algar
I fits a radio-collar to a fox.
I Photo - Babs and Bert Wells/CAl-M

I Below ighl: The vermin-proof fence
I at Heirisson Prong. A similar fence
I will be built across the narrow
isthmus of the Peron Peninsula.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

FOCUS ON FERALS
Itwas CALM scientist Per Christensen

who first put forward evidence, in 1978,
that implied the fox was a devastating
destroyer ofour unique marsupial fauna.
It is hard to imagine now, but the idea
that predators could \,\iipe out their prey
species was ridiculed by the Australian
consel.ration community. Research by
CALM's Jack Kinnear  and others
subsequently proved Per's hypothesis
beyond doubt, by showing that fox control
resul ted in  substant ia l  increases in
numbers of endangered mammal species.
ln recent years. CALM and otheragencies
around Australia have pursued a policy
of baiting foxes in selected areas to
increase numbers in existing populations
of threatened species. Reintroductions
of species to suitable areas where they
were formerly known to exist, has aiso
been carried out.

As a result of fox baiting with 1080,
animals such as the woylie (which may
soon be removed from the endangered
list), numbat, chuditch, quenda (or
southern brown bandicoot) and brushtail
possum have increased greatly in number.
Fox baiting can be carried out without
danger to native species. The compound
1080 occurs naturally in native poison
pea plants in the genus Gastrolobium.
Over thousands of years, native animals
have evolved a high level of resistance to
these otherwise nutritious poison plants,
so 1080 baits kill foxes without harming
nat ive animals (see '1080:  The Toxic
Pal�adox', LANDSCOPE, Winter 1991).

Fox contro l  was stepped up
dramatically in April 1994, when CALM
and Alcoa of Australia commenced
Operation Foxglove. In this massrve
wildlife recovery program baiting is being
carried out four times a year in almost
500 000 hectares in the northern jarrah
forest between Mundaring and Collie.

FEML CATS
Despite the ground-breaking work

by CALM on feral predators in the forests
andwoodlands of the SouthWest, a potent
problem still lurked inAustralia's deserts
and, partly because ofthese successes, it
was poorly understood. CALM had long
been conducting research in the Gibson
Desert, to discover the reasons for the
dramatic decline in mammal species

there, despite the relative lack of
disturbance to the desert ecosystem. In
fact, several mammal species that still
survived in south-west forests, such as
the chuditch, numbat and woylie, had
been long gone from the arid zone.

The Desert Dreaming project was
the result ofthis work. After controlling
foxes, CAIM scientish experimentally
reintroduced endangered boodies and
golden bandicoots to the desert from
thriving colonies onBarrow Island. They
undertook extensive baiting for foxes
and cats at the reintroduction site. Fox€s
were all but eradicated from the release
site. However, the researchers found it
puzzling that few cats tookthe baits they
laid. They were aware that a handful of
cats still existed in the area but, given

unoscore 25



adoJso w 9z

I/i.lv3/slle \uag T sqsg -soloqd
'uollrnPo4urar roJ applpu"r e

sr pu? puElurpru aql uo llullxa lsoulp I
^{ou sr 'plnsuruad aql uo uo[uuoJ aJuo I
',{qeffe,$-areq snoJru ro eleur aq1 :ya1 |

'sraqrunu 
Pasear)ur ur llnsar plnoqs I

lorluol rolepa.U qnsuruad aql uo a ?]s I
tua^  ̂,\ou a.re l/t{oJaallew :4a1 anoqyl

ue uro4 parnpar uaaq ^peall€ a^pq
sraqurnu lpoC 'elnsuruad aql ur04 daaqs

Ieral pue sleoB 'slrqqer 
lorluo, ol srure

W1VC 
'saxol pu? sl?J lpral 6u111o.l1uor

sP llam sV 'aurq au?s aql lp sarf,ads

I€Urrue lelal Jo raqrunu e qlld{ sleap
leq] lsrrj ar{l osle sr uapg patord
'aqdo4sEeJ srqt Furssarpp€ ur paldtuallp
le] os arnseaur luElodrur lsoul aql sr uapg
lraford '(286I tatr.lli'/r 'gdOJSeNvt ul

.srallaA O Uasac Aurqsrue^ s,€rle.rlsnv,
aas) r[{dollsEm lsoup uaaq spq auoz
pue aql ur sarf,ads leurupru a^llpu lno

Jo 6ueur jo aJupnadd?srp pue aurltap
aqJ 'lno pa^eld uaaq seq suorsuaurp
snoulroua lo dpaterl uotle^lasuol
? araqm suassp aql ur uaaq IreJ ul
seq 1r 'srallsru uoqp^rssuoJ ur uoquall€
lsoru Jo snf,oJ aql auotraq ol papual a^erl
spaie palsaroj sierlp.rlsnv qanoqlN

'Pll?rlsnv ur rnJlo ol luauaFeupur
uorle^rasuoJ u! qua(xdola^ap Surl!f,xa
$otu aql Jo auo ruapg paford ur alpJs-agpl
e uo palsal raqury aq III^, slleq s,a^po

NSOS JStfOUd
'luarudola^ap

raqunJ paau IIrls slreq s.3^eo
'ra^a^ oH lo.rluotr lm leta] Jo poqlau
l^au Bursltrlold ? Eutdola^ap sl pue
rsl?q a{E ol slef, tuDqua lo} spoqlau
qllM raqlatol 'sler 

leral uo sluep?4le
puP sunrpaur llpq Jo a3u?r e palsal
seq aq'slPf, ol uonuanp srq Eurulnl
arurs 'l^tr.Iv3 {q pasn d\ou lorluoJ xoj Jo
spoqlaru p?lp)qsrqdos aql Auldola^ap ur
alor luqroduir u? pad€ld aApC sleJ Ipta]
Eurllorluotr Jo su?aur apls-aal?I a^rpaJJa
ue Euldola^ap 01 steal{ od l lspl aql
paleJrpap spr{ rpEIV a^p( lsqua!f,s l^l.IVJ
'Euruearo 

Uasa( Jo awrr aql ul fard
rraql lI{ pue lunq ol pcalsu! tulrlajald
'slreq alet ol lupltnlal alad slpi)

IPraJ }?ql sP^ srxalqord aql Jo auo
'lorluof, 

lsJ olul qJnasar
r au luErodrur roJ snladut aql papr^otd
pue uapg pafold loJ suorlEpunoJ aql pIPl
snql au[uealc uasac $a/{-qlnos ra a/$
pue raloor aql ur auoq le alou aI? 'pu?q

raqlo aql uo'saxod lasap aql ol paldpp?
rauaq are pu? sJuJVlo seal? pu? aql uo4
paleurEqo qec 'qsaro] 

lsatr -qlnos aql ul
al€nbapp asoql ol luatal]p {l$p alP auoz
pue aql ur lolluoJ rolppard lryssaJtns roj
parrnbal suoqlpuot aql leql palp4suoru?p
^F?ap papr^o.rd lr elep aqJ.ssaJJns
Eurpunosar e sde,}\ dueu ur seA ,sleJ

lo} al?nbapeur dlssaladoq aram sanbtuqJal
tuqrpq tuarrntr l?ql tur&oqs ̂q pue 'Uasap

aql ur slm IUaJ Jo ̂f,uarJrJa ssalqtru pup
af,uarllsal alqpaDur aq] Auq?4suouap
^q 'AurtuearC 

Uasac 'ra^a/t{oH

'lrafold aql olur uor Jo $pa^lnd orlrn asoql
lP ol EuHuloddeslp s?!\ aurorlno srqJ

('96-?66I rauuns, gdoSsoNYI
',ralunH aqt EullunH, aas) iploj-rnoj
pas?arf,ur ^llenlre eale aql ur slpf, plaJ
'alrs aql (xo{ pa^ouar uaaq p?q saxoJ
rale leql paMasqo slsllualf,s 'qer 

FlaJ
ol dard IIal ̂llenlua^a lsou leql suraas
tr 'derxsrp S,WIVC ol 'lnq pa^uql dllerltur
sloorrpueq pue salpooq aqJ 'sleuu?u

parnpo4urar aql loJ ualqord snouas
e asod plnor srql a^arlaq lou plp '�slsaro]

aql u! Iorluor xoJ Jo aJuauadxa lraql



estimated 20 000 to about 1500 rn
number. Rabbits are also a problem on
the peninsula and control of therr
numbers is an essential part of Project
Eden. The relationship between cat and
fox numbers and rabbits is not well
understood, but the removal of foxes and
cats could result in an increase in rabbits
unless broad-scale rabbit control is
achieved beforehand.

Project Eden wil l be carried our rn
two phases .  The f i rs t  phase- the
reduc t ion  o f  fe ra l  an ima ls  on  the
peninsula-is expected to last h/vo years
and will demonstrate whether the control
of feral cats and foxes is possible on a
large scale. This in itself wil l have
immediate benefits for the peninsula s
existing wildlife species. Species such as
the endangered thick-billed grasswren
and malleefowl, for instance, should
increase in abundance. If the first phase
works, the reintroduction wil l begin.
Mammal species that will be considered
for reintroduction include the woylie,
red-tailed phascogale, rufous hare-
wallaby, banded hare-wallaby, western
barred bandicoot and chuditch, to name
but a few. However. no species of native
rnammals will be reintroduced to Peron
Peninsula unti l CALM scientists are
certain that they have reduced feral
animals to a tiny proportion of their
former abundance on the peninsula and
completely eliminated them from the
area around the initial release sites.

Other  work  on  mammal
reintroduction by CSIRO scientist Jeff
Shor t  in  Shark  Bay  has  prov ioeo
encouraging results. The Useless Loop
Community Biosphere Project Group
and the CSIRO appear to have eradicated
foxes and controlled feral cats on tne
smaller SharkBay peninsula of Heirisson
Prong (about 8 500 hectaresl. Although
Peron Peninsula is a much larger area,
Heirisson Prong is an impotant model
for Project Eden. Burrowing bettongs
and Shark Bay mice were recently
released on the prong and monitoring
has shown they are doing well.

RESTORING EDEN
Work on Project Eden has already

begun. A dynamic team of experienced
CALM scientists and personnel has been
established, headed by Per Christensen.
An initial reconnaissance, based on the
number oftracks, has shown that Perorr

; ,"n*

Peninsula supports extremely high
numbers of foxes-estimates are around
1000, approximately one per square
kilometre-and rabbits. Large-scale
baiting for foxes, feral cats and rabbits
wil l begin in April. CALM is also seeking
sponsorship to build a fox- and cat-proof
fence at the neck of the peninsula.

One thing is certain. Project Eden is
a major conservation project with the
potential to establish Peron Peninsula as
one ofthe wonders ofthe world. Itwould
also have spin-offs for the local
community, providing a significant boost
to the emerging nature-based tourism
industry in Shark Bay. In years to conre,
if the project is successful, tourists may
flock to the Shark Bay World Heritage
Area to see native animals in the wild, as
well as the Monkey Mia dolphins.

Can CALM really turn back the clock
andreinstatetheoriginalmammalfauna
to something resembling its former state?
No-one knows for sure. However, if

I The western barred bandicoot is now
I only found on two offshore islands. It
I is another top candidate for
reintroduction to Peron Peninsula.
Photo  M&lMorcombe

Australia's problems with endangered
wildlife are ever going to be solved,
scientists will have to keep trying to find
newways to do things-and thenactually
do them! All those who care about
Australia's natural environment wil l be
keeping their fingers crossed.

Carolyn Thomson has bein a frequent
coitrlbutor to I^ANDSCOPE. -
Ron Shepherd is CALM's Gascoyne r
District Manager and a memberofthe
t€am working on Project.Eden. He Can
be contacted on (099) 481 208.
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Salinitg is a problem in the State's
south-west, but famers, communitia
and gouemmmt agencies are working
to frnd solutions. See page 39.

The thick-bilbd grasswren is one of
se\eral animak that mag be
reintroduced to Shark Bag as part of
an ambitious project. See 'Retum to
Eden' on page 22.

TURNING A NEW LEAF
UZBARBOUR & AUSON FUSS

HEALTHY FARMTAND, HEALTHY BUSHLAND
KATE HOOPER & RICHARD GEORGE
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A giant dragonlly lites in the south-
west of Westem Australia. You csn
lind out more about this ancient
relict of the jaffah forest in 'Westem

Petalura' on page 52.
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Urceen for more than 100 gears and
belieued to haue bem extinct, Gilbert's
potoroo tumed up quite unexpectedlg,
See page 28.

F low e r arr ang ements fea t uing
eucolgptus foliage are becoming
popular uith florists. Find out uh! on

The sttmning rogal roDe (Scaevola
striat is one ofa host of fabulous
fanflowers found in Westem Australia.
Suzanne Curry discusses this and other

Goodeniaceae on page 10.

The illustration is bg Philirya
Nikulinskg-
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