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When we think of eucalypts, we usually imagine a fully

Erown tree, as maiestic as the karri or as commercial as
the bluegum. But eucalypts have another use. Th€ir Ieaf

shapes and colours have come increasingly to the
attention of f lorists, who have found that the unusual
foliage, as well as the flowers, buds and capsules, are
becoming popular components of new-ate floral art.
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foliage might be 35-40 Dutch cents
(about 30 Australian cents), but for foliage
with buds, flowers or capsules the price
can triple, to more than a Euilder. The
new popularity of eucalypt flowers may
assist us in holding market share.
Although eucalypt species used in Europe
for foliage have adapted to the cold
conditions, the IongerAustralian day and
our harsh, dry conditions are needed to
optimise flowering. The result can be
seen in, for example, the delightful fluted
buds of the coral gun (8. torquatal, the
impressive red blooms of mottlecah (E
macrocarpal and red flowering gum (r.
licifolia), and the tnusual seed capsules
of illyarie (8. ergthrocorys). All are hardy
species, andsome ofthem have tolerance
to drought and salt. Some even have a
large mallee root to ensure that they can
be hedge-grown, shooting plentifully and
frequently.

TAKING LEAVES TO MARKET
For a new species to become a

commercial floral product, it has to pass
a series of tests. Perhaps the most
important criterion is that the customers
must like it! Floral materials are
fashionable, however, and fashions
change,  somet imes quick ly .  By
continually testing a range of species,
growers can keep a step ahead of these
changes. Aileen Reid at the Western
Australian Department of Agriculture has
earmarked nearly 200 species that have
potential for this market, and CALM is
collecting seed for sale to its growers.

FoY every florist, the vase life of the
product is all-important. Freshly
harvested eucalypt foliage usually lasts
between seven and 14 days in water, but
the industry is keen to extend this,
especiallywhen distant markets are being
pursued. One way to prolong the life of
the immature foliage is to replace the
vase water with a 'cocktail', a solutron
containing a food souyce such as sugar
and other chemicals which kill bactena.
An alternative is to expose the shoots to
low temperatures before dispatch. The
addition of buds and fl owers to the foliage
complicates the issue, especially as they
may drop off when stressed.

Also important is a healthy stem, with
no disease or insect damage. t'lorists
demand a perfect crop, which can be
difficult to provide with native flora. Some
eucalypts, such as cider gum, have natural

l.46oue. Pink roses coupled with
I eucalyptus foliage make a simple but
I stunning display.
Arrangement - Betty Barbour,
Photo - Peter Maloney

I frglrt Foliage of the white-leafed
lmallee (E. albidol ready for harvest.
I Photo - Peter Maloney

lBelow rigltt: Afoliage crop ofsilver-
I leafed mountain gum---{n€ of the
I most popular species with florists.
Photo - Peter Maloney

resistance to insects, but others need
a carefully planned spray routine.

Market popularity must be
matched by plantvigour; the species
must be able to produce new shoots
quickly and withstand continual
cutting. There are times of the year
when foliage cannot be harvested. In
periods ofrapid growth, the soft new
tipswilt easily andshrivel on the way
to market. These need to be left on
the plant to harden for a few weeks
before picking. In winter, growth is
often slow and disease difficult to
control. This makes it an ideal time to
prune and prepare the trees for the nexr
season's production. To cope with this
seasonality, growers usually have a range
of species that ensure a copious, year-
round supply of foliage.

Eucalypts are aversati le crop. Modern
techniques for drying and processing the
foliage offer increased flexibility rn
marketing. Cut foliage no longer needs
to be sent to market immediately after
picking, but instead can be stored and

sold when demand is  greatesr .
Europeans in particular appreciate the
longevity, colours and textures which
can be achieved. For example, dying
foliage opens the door to a range of
designer colours to complement any
interior decor.

REVAMPING THE MARKET
Australia's floral produce export

market, including foliage, is large. In
1992-93 it was worth $23 million, of
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FABULOUS FANFLOWERS
SUZANNE CURRY

THE AGE OF JARRAH
MANDY CLEWS & TAMI\,IIE REID

RETURN TO EDEN
cARoLYN THoMS0N & RON SHEPHERD............................. 22

LOST & FOUND: GII.SERTS PoToRoo
TONY START. ANDBEW BURBIDGE,
EUZABETH STNCLA|R &ADR|AN WAYNE ............................. 28

Salinitg is a problem in the State's
south-west, but famers, communitia
and gouemmmt agencies are working
to frnd solutions. See page 39.

The thick-bilbd grasswren is one of
se\eral animak that mag be
reintroduced to Shark Bag as part of
an ambitious project. See 'Retum to
Eden' on page 22.

TURNING A NEW LEAF
UZBARBOUR & AUSON FUSS

HEALTHY FARMTAND, HEALTHY BUSHLAND
KATE HOOPER & RICHARD GEORGE

YALGoRUP NATIONAL PARK: A ptAcE oF LAKES
DAVTDG0UGH &CHRtS P0RT10CK..................................... 45

WESTERN PETALUM
ANDREWWILLIAMS &MATTHEWWI1UAMS........................ 52

IN PERSPECTIVE

BUSH TEI.EGRAPH

ENDANGERED WESTEBN 8RIsT1E8IRD,...,,,,............... 34

URBAN ANTICS

35

A giant dragonlly lites in the south-
west of Westem Australia. You csn
lind out more about this ancient
relict of the jaffah forest in 'Westem

Petalura' on page 52.
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Urceen for more than 100 gears and
belieued to haue bem extinct, Gilbert's
potoroo tumed up quite unexpectedlg,
See page 28.

F low e r arr ang ements fea t uing
eucolgptus foliage are becoming
popular uith florists. Find out uh! on

The sttmning rogal roDe (Scaevola
striat is one ofa host of fabulous
fanflowers found in Westem Australia.
Suzanne Curry discusses this and other

Goodeniaceae on page 10.
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