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from Lake Clifton to Waroona, and a
settlement, including a bakery, shop,
schoo l  and numerous  houses ,  soon
snrang u l  ne l r  the  lake .  A i te r  a  ieu
years, the operation was found to be
uneconomic and lrras closed down. The
railway was also closed and the rails and
s leepers  removed and used in  the
cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  Lake Crace to
Neu'degate railway. The remains of the
lime kiln can be found on the eastern
side of Lake Clifton, and a picnic area
wi th  h  i s to  r i ca l  in fo rmat ion  and
interpretation is proposed for the site.

Development along the Old Coast
Road continued slowly and urith l i tt le
impact. Even after the Second World
War u,hen part of the area at Herron
Homestead, north of Lake Clifton. was
used as a training and patrol ground for
the 10th Light Horse Brigade much of
the area was sti l l  in its natural state and
litt le development of any significance
took place unti l the 1950s.

Whittakers Sa[,mill was built on the
Old Coast Road and milling began in July
1953. Logging of tuart and jarrah stands
occurred in State forest and in areas that
later rvere inciuded in Yalgorup National
Park. The mill closed in 1964. and its
remains, at the picnic site on the Old Codst
Road. are a proposed addition to the park.

Yalgorup National I 'ark was formalll,
es tab l i shed in  the  ear ly  1970s  and
aJd i l ions  lo  the  park  have been occur r ing
ever since. More than 1 077 hectares
was added to the north of the park in
early 1992. This area had been proposed
as a site for two nuclear ponrer statiors,
but alternative and preferable porver
produc t ion  op t ions  $ ,e re  deve loped
instead. Numerous land exchanges and
acquisitions n'ith local government and
pr i !a te  p roper ty  owners  have a lso
occurred in recent t imes. These have all
been aimed at consolidating the park's
bound:ries and increasing its viabil ity for
the consefration of plants and animals.

lAboue right: The Peel-Hrrvey Inlet and
I the nearby Yalgorup lakr syslem are
I rerognised Js important rvaterbird
habitats under the Ramsar convention.
I)hoto Jiri Lochman

I R&r/i l)uring winter, Swan PunJ is
I joined to Lake Clifton by a narrorv
I rhannel of shallow uter-
Photo r\le\ Ilond
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I teft Short-beaked echidnas have been
I seen in the paYk.
I Photo -Jiri tnchman

lBelow: The bobtail skink is one of 13
I species of lizard recorded in the park
I Photo - Michael James

bush giveway to coast honey-myrtle and
Pimelia ferruginea. Some of the older
dunes have woodlands of peppermint,
and balgas (blackboys) are common.

Beyond the foredunes is mixed
eucalypt forest comprising tuart, jarrah
and marri,with occasional dense stands
of narrow-leafed red mallee. Beneath
these trees are candle banksias, weeping
peppermints and common sheoaks,

The tuart forest and woodland found
on the limestone belt inland from the
coastal dunes provide similar diversity
and contrast. Surrounding Lake Clifton
and parts of Lake Preston are tuarts
reaching more than 30 metres in height.
Below these is asecond storey of common
sheoak, bull banksia, candle banksia and
swamp banksia, with an understorey of
coojong (golden wreath wattle), prickly
moses, green stinkwood, coast honey-
myrtle, common buttercup and many
other species.

A few small wet areas north of Lake
Preston and south of Lake Clifton are
characterised by tuart, jarrah, flooded
gum, paperbark and marri, and on an
island to the north of the Lake Preston
Causeway are Rottnest Island tea trees
surrounded by saltwater paperbarks.

Several orchid species reach their
northern limits of distribution in the
park and can often be found near
ephemeral freshwater wetlands south of
Preston Beach. The declared rare (ie.
threatened) dwarf bee orchid, has
recently been found in the park. Other

threatened plant species in the park
includ.e Haloragis aculeolata, the
Iimestone form of Hakea undulota,
Leptomeria lehmanii and Lasiopetalum
membranaceum .

MAMMALS
No detailed or systematic surveys of

mammals have been carried ouL in
Yalgorup National Park, butwestern grey

kangaroos and western brush wallabies
are numerous, and there is evidence of
smal l  populat ions of  bandicoots.
Recently, a small population ofchuditch,
very rarely foundon the coastal plain, was
confirmed through trapping in the park.
Brushtail possums and echidnas have
been seen in the area and water-rats
have been trapped in the swampy areas
just south of Lake Preston. Bat specres
present in the park include Gould's
wattled batand the King River eptesicus.

Some species likely to have been
present in the past include the honey
possum, pygmy possum, western ringtail
possum and quokka. Isolated populations
ofthese species may yet be discovered in
the Yalgorup National Park. Local
farmers reported the presence of the
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wambenger (brush-tailed phascogale) in
the area some 20-30 years ago and have
remarked that its disappearance has
corresponded with the clearing of
woodland on nearby private property. A
number of areas of the park have been
identified as possible sites to re-introduce
native animals, butthiswould have to be
done in conjunction with feral animal
control programs.

Many locals believe that a thylacine
or Tasmanian tiger (ThUlacinus
cynocephalus) lives i n the vicinity of the
park, and there have been a number of
unsubstantiated repoyts of sightings over
a number of years. No undisputed
evidence of the animal's existence hru
yet been produced, but no doubt the
stories will live on in local folk lore.

BIRDS
Bird species are well represented in

Yalgorupwith 134 species being recorded
in surveys. Dxcluding the marsh and
waterbirds, ofwhich there are almost90
species, common birds include the emu,
striated pardalote, rainbow bee-eater,
Richard's pipit and four species of
honeyeater.

The Yalgorup lake system is
recognised under the Ramsar Convention
(named after the placewhere itwas signed
in Iran). The lakes are important
waterbird habitats both for local species
and for the intemational transequatorial
migratory waders that migrate from the
northern hemisphere. These waders are
listed in the Japan-Australia and China-
Austral ia Migratory Bird Agreements and

include the bar-tailed godwit, red-necked
stint, greenshank, red knot, whimbrel
and three species of sandpiper. Other
waterbirds that use the lakes include the
banded and black-winged stilts, red-
necked avocet, hooded and red-capped
plovers, Australian pelican and coot.

In surveys carried out in south-
western Australia between 1988 and
1992, the Yalgorup lakes consistently
supported the largest numbers of musk
duck and, in 1990, supported the most
Pacific black duck ofthe areas surveyed.
The lakes also had the third largest
numbers ofblack swan recorded in 1988
and consistently support high numbers
ofshelduck in early summer (13 800 at
Lake Clifton in November 1988). Black
swans occur in high numbers at Lake
Poflard, where they graze on extensive
Erowths ofstoneworts (or musk grasses).

AMPHIBI,ANS AND REPTILES
Surveys of Yalgorup National Park

by the Westem Australian Museum have
recorded eight species of frog, including
the quackingfrog, turtle frog and slender
tree frog; six snake species, including
the yellow-faced whip snake, bardick,
crowned snake and black-backed snake;
and 13 lizard species, including the
marbled gecko, bearded dragon and
Burton's legless lizard. One lizard, the
redlegged skink (C/an otus labillardiei) ,
was collected and identified by the
Museum in 1981.It is rarely found on the
Swan coastal plain, being morecommon
among granite in the Darling Range.

The long-necked oblong tortoise is
pYesent in take Clifton.

RECREATION
Yalgorup National Park offersvisitors

panoramic views of the beaches, dunes
and lakes from several high spots.
Peaceful settings among the patches of
tuart forest andwoodland, and sweeping
views over the tranquil lakes, give the
area a wilderness feel and attract an
increasing number of visitors.

I The red-necked avocet is one of
I several waterbird species that use the
I Yalgorup lake system.
Photo-M&IMorcombe
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The development of the Dawesville
Channel, just north of the park, and rne
population expansion around Mandurah
and Bunbury will undoubtedly result rn
even more visitors to the park, and
improved recreation facil i t ies wil l be
needed to minimise any pressures from
visitors.

Recreational activities in the park
include camping and bushwalking, with
canoeing, boating and water-skiing
available in the southern part of Lake
Preston. Camping facilities are provided
at Matins Tank Lake, off Preston Beach
Road near the centre of the park.
Additional camping and day-use facil i t ies
are proposed in the northern part ofthe
park, and nature walks, lookouts and
nature observation points are to be
developed at a nurnber of Iocations.

A bridle trail in the northern section
of the park, which wil l follow road
reserves and the outer edge ofthe park's
boundary, wil l enable horse riders to
reach the beach andwillprovide a l inkto
the longer 1oth Light Horse Bridle Trail.
The trail wil l confine any potentiai
damage to vegetation from weeds and
disease to the outside edge of the park.
Horse riding wil l not be permitted near
Lake Clifton or in the sensitive coastal
vegetation complexes.

MANAGEMENT
Because ofthe nature and the length

o f  i t s  boundar ies ,  management  o f
Yalgorup National Park is difficult, and it
is vulnerable to damage from outside
activities. To help reduce any impact of
such ac t iv i t ies ,  the  Depar tment  o f
Conservation and Land Management
(CALM) wil l l iaise closely with land
holders and local government agencies
that have land or reserres next to the park.

The protection of Lake Clifton's
stromatolites and thrombolites is vitally
important if they are to survive. The
cooperation of private property owners
and a  number  o f  loca l  and Sta te
government departments and research
organisations is essential. Protection
measures  tha t  ex tend beyond the
boundaries of the park are required for
water catchmentareas, particularly those
around Lake Clifton. There are concerns
that adjacent land-us€ practices and the
extraction of groundurater may change
the ecological character of Lake Clifton
and affect the survival of the stromatolites

and thrombolites. An education program
to increase awareness and appreciation
of the fragile nature of these ancient
structures wil lhelp to gain public support
for their conservation. An observation
walkway is planned to minimise arry
impact from visitors wanting to see these
fascinating structures.

There are sti l l  a numberof challenges
ahead regard ing  the  p lann ing  and
management of Yalgorup National Park
and its surrounding areas. But thanks to
the fact that the area has remained
relatively undisturbed since European
settlement and that clear long-term
management  has  been p lanned in
co l labora t ion  w i th  loca l  and Sta te
government agencies, the future looks
good for this beautiful place of lakes.

I h:trq:::,,""_:"s'ver 
Lake

David Gough is Editot of I"ANDSCOPE and a communications officer in
CALM's Corporate Relations Division. He can be contacted on
(09)  389 8644.

Chris Portlock is a planning officer with CALM'5 Parks, Recreation,
Planning and Tourism Division and \a/as coordinator of the planning team
responsible for the Yalgorup National Park Management plan. He can be
contacted on (09) 364 0732.

The authors acknowledge the valuabl€ assistance of Scott Wood and peter
Hanly-members ofthe Yalgorup National Park Mana€ement plan
planning team.

A management plan for Yalgorup National park, involving full public
consultation and liaison with the City of Mandurah and the Shires of
Waroona and Harvey, is soon to be released.
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