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Beetles-y€oh, n.
yeah, yeah!

" L o o k o u t ! ! l  L o o k o u t ! ! l  W a t c h
where  you pu tyour fee t  . . you  near ly
go t ' im. "

The ag i ta ted  exc lamat ion  came
t rom my jogg ing  mate  as  we went
about  our  ear ly  morn ing  r i tua l .

"Watch out for the beetles," he
repeated, "don't squash 'em."

I  cou ldn ' t  be l ieve  my ears .  Here
was th  i s  b loke  who normal ly  wou ldn ' t
have g iven a  c r ipp led  c rab  the  loan o f
a  c ru tch  and ye t  he  had sudden ly
t u r n e d  i n t o  t h e  M e s s i a h  o f  . . .  a w n
beetles!

Beet les  number  about  300 000
)pec ie \  l rom some 150 fami l ies ,  and
represent  near ly  40  per  cent  o f  a l l the
insec ts  on  Ear th  They  come in  a l l
shapes,  s izes  and co lours ,  and inhab i t
every  env i ronment  on  the  p la  ne t  f rom
steaming ho t  spr ings  to  f reez ing  co ld
tundra  A l l  env i ronments ,  tha t  i s ,
except  fo r  the  oceans.

A beet le 's  typ ica l  th ree-par t  insec t
b o d y  i s  e n c a s e d  i n  a  t o u g h
e^o\ke le ton .  The )e (  t  ion)  (  ompr i \e  d
h e a d  w i t h  c o m p o u n d  e y e s  a n d
dn lpnnde,  a  thorax  w lh  e lv t ra ,  w ingr
and leqs ,  and an  abdomen bear ing
t h e  d i g e s t i v e ,  r e p r o d u c t i v e  a n d
respiratory systems.

The creatures make up the insect
order  Co leoptera ,  a  Creek  word
mean ing  sheath  w ings  l t  re fe rs  to  the
elytra-front wings that have evolved
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into hard covers that form a sheath
over  much o f  the  upper  body

Adu l t  beet les  ho ld  the i r  e ly t ra
upward  and ou tward  to  f ree  the  h ind
wings  fo r  f l i gh t .  When fo lded,  the
elytra virtually turn the beasts into the
armoured tanks  o f  the  insec t  wor ld .

Ma ny kinds of beetles are found in
the Perth metropolita n area.

L a d y b i r d s  ( C o c c i n e l l i d a e )  a r e
g  en  era l l y  e f f i c ien t  p redators  and
vorac ious  feeders  on  aph ids ,  mi tes
and sca le  insec ts ,  and some specres
a lso  ea t  leaves .  The common orange
and black spotted lelJ conformis, l ike
a l l  ladyb i rds ,  secre tes  a  po isonous
l iqu id  i f  d is tu rbed by  a  p redator .

The largest family of beetles is the
weev i ls  (Curcu l ion idoe)  The
mouthparts of these insects are at the
t ip  o f  a  long snout ,  wh ich  is  used to
bore  in to  f ru i ts ,  seeds  and o ther  p lan t
par ts .  Look  or  b rush  among the  leaves
of  young euca lyp ts  dur ing  warm
weather  and d  med ium s ized,  g rey-
green,  red- legged weev i l  w i l ld rop  to
the  ground and 'p lay  dead ' .  A lso  found
on euca lyp ts  a re  smal l  Chrysomel id
lea f  beet les .  S imi la r  to  ladyb i rds ,  they
vary  in  co lour  us ing  combina t ions  o f
g reens ,  reds ,  fawns and go ld ,  and
their t iny feet appear to have boots.

T o  s e e  s o m e  u n u s u a l  b e e t l e s ,
s imp ly  bury  some meat  fo r  a  coup le  o f
days  then d ig  i t  up .  Scu r ry ing  th  roug h
t h e  s o i l  w i l l  b e  r o v e  b e e t l e s
(Staphy l in idae) ,  car r ion  feeders  tha t
are  very  fond o f  maggots  and look  l i ke
orange-headed earw igs .

J e w e  I  b e e t  e s  ( B u p r e s t i d a e ) ,
commonly found on  our ioca  r i ch  and
d i v e r s e  f l o w e r i n g  p l a n t s ,  a r e  s o
bre . r lh ldk i ' lq ly  bFdu l i fu  w i th  rhe i l
i r idescent  and v io len t  hues  o f  mu l t i -
co lour ,  tha t  they  have been c lass i f ied
as  spec ia l l y  p ro tec ted  c rea tures .
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D'D  VOU KNOW

The smallest beetle in the world is
the feothe.winged beetle, which
is 0.5 mm long The loryest, the
golioth beetle af Aftico, is 13 cm
long ond weighs42 g

Beetles' o nte n noe o re covercd
with hoirs ond speciol orgons thot
con detect odours, qnd in same
coses they hove o simple type of
heoring

Femole fieflies (octuolly o group
of beetles) produce o cool light
in thei obdomens, by chemicql
meons. This helps the mole
fireflies ta find them ot night.
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A giant dragonlly lites in the south-
west of Westem Australia. You csn
lind out more about this ancient
relict of the jaffah forest in 'Westem

Petalura' on page 52.
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Urceen for more than 100 gears and
belieued to haue bem extinct, Gilbert's
potoroo tumed up quite unexpectedlg,
See page 28.

F low e r arr ang ements fea t uing
eucolgptus foliage are becoming
popular uith florists. Find out uh! on

The sttmning rogal roDe (Scaevola
striat is one ofa host of fabulous
fanflowers found in Westem Australia.
Suzanne Curry discusses this and other

Goodeniaceae on page 10.
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