
PLBASB DON'T FEED THE DOLPHINS
Dolphins at Monkey Mia

w i l l  s o o n  h a v e  b e t t e r
protection, thanks to a new
util i ty boat acquired recently
by CALM's Cascoyne District
otfice at Denham.

The Sirenio, which takes
its name from the taxonomic
g r o u p  t o  w h  i c h  d u g o n g

belong, has a top speed of 30
knots and is being used init ially
to patrol the waters around
Monkey Mia, where statf are
moni to r ing  the  feed ing  o f
dolphins from boats.

National and international
resea rc  h  has  shown tha t
uncont ro l led  hand- feed ing

h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e
d isappearance or  death  o f
dolphins, primarily due to their
loss of natural instincts and
deve lopment  o f  abnorma I
behaviour.

The dolphin experience at
Monkey Mia  has  surv ived
because of careful supervision
of the interaction between
humans and do lph ins ,  and
cont ro l  o f  feed ing  a t  one
location-namely, the beach
area at Monkey Mia.

Not only is it important to
protect the dolphins from a
nature conservatron aspect, rt

CALM'S Cascogne Dist/ict stdff
inspect the Sfienia before
launching.
Photo - Dauid Gough

is also important for the local
t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y ,  a s  t h e
dolphins' continued presence
at the beach is sti l l  the prime
attraction for most visrtors.

Deaths of juvenile dolphins
have been high over the past
few years, and hand feeding
m a y  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  a
contributory factor.

CALM officers wil l patrol
t h e  a r e a  a n d  h a n d  o u t
in fo rmat ion  brochures  to
people seen fishing.

The init ial phase of this
operation wil l be to educate
people about the problems
associated with hand feeding
dolphins, but anyone caught
p e r s i s t e n t l y  f e e d i n g  t h e
an imals  a f te r  hav ing  been
informed about the problems
could face prosecution and be
f i n e d  u n d e r  t h e  W i l d l i f e
Conservation Act.

on the scarp (beginning with
wattles then progressing to
hoveas and peas), but the
sequence seems to begin a
month or two earlier.

T h e  c o c k i e s '  t o n g u e s
(Templetonia retusa) ptovide a
v iv id  red  sp lash  o f  w in te r
colour to the under storey,
and if you look carefully you
might see the delicate and rare
Conostylis poucifloro, with its
bright yellow flowers, among

the fallen banksia leaves. This
is one of a number of priority-
l isted species that are now
s e c u r e  w i t h  i n  Y a  l g o r u  p
National Park.

T h e  h e a t h  a r e a s  a  l s o
provide an eye-arresting colour
show, with many species such
as  the  ye l low but te rcups
(Hibbertia hypericoides)
flowering in winter.

I t  s e e m s  t h a t  w i n t e r
weather at Yalgorup is milder,

with clear days and a l itt le
d rizzle-wonderf ul for walking
along bush trails admiring the
first f lowers of the season.

Luckily for walkers, much
of the rain comes from south-
westerly storms, and can be
reliably predicted. But, walking
along the beach, togged up
against the elements, and with
a storm brewing, can add a
crisp note to the winter charm
of Yalgorup National Park

SPRING COMES EARLY AT YALGORUP
l f  w i n t e r  i s  n o t  y o u r

favou rite seaso n, Steve Dutton,
t h e  r a n g e r - i n - c h a r g e  o f
Yalgorup National Park, would
like you to know that spring
arrives early there.

Ya lgorup Nat iona l  Park ,
which featured in the Autumn
1995 issue of I,4NDsCOPE is a
scenic place to explore on
invigorating winter days, and
offers a pre-spring glimpse of
wildflowers.

It is an area of diverse
habitats, lakes, ocean, heath
and forest, where the spring
flowering pattern is basically
the same as the inland forests

RtC,l\Li YelloD b u t tercups rellect
the colout ofu)inter sunshine at
Yalgorup Nat ional Park.
Photo Babs & Bert WellslCALM

Far tight: The oiuid red cockie's
tongues prooide a splash of

Photo - Ddoid Cough
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Coooeration between 4WD clubs and
CALlt4 is helping to protect wA's speciol
recaeation spots lhrough a program of
education. See 'Go Lightlg' on page 17

There is a great deal urittm and talked
about our forests. But uhat are the
facts? 'Looking Beuond the Obuious'
(page 22) dispells some of the muths.

Mt Augustus is the biggest rock in the
world; uet few people know it exists.
Find out more about this natural
wonder on page 28-

Speciallg deaeloped conputer softuare
is helping speed the identification of
Dlant species in 'The Smart Collection'
(page 49).
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The rainbow bee-eater is a
common bird found throughout
most parts of the State,
including Mt Augustus
National Park.

nustuation bu Philiwa
Nikulirsky.
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The noisy scrub-bird is one species that
is responding well to its recouery plan.
'RecoLvring from the Brink' (page 10)
discussa how such plans ore draum up.
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