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during the daylight hours.
Thus, deliberate searching,
especially byspotlight at ni9ht,
i s  l i ke ly  to  be  needed i f
a t tempt ing  to  de te  rm in  e
whetheror notthe night parrot
occurs in a particular area.
Daytime sightings have almost
always involved birds flushed
from spinifex or samphire, by
chance or  de l ibera te ly ,
through a beating process.

A logicalfirst step towards
developing a recovery plan for
the night parrot in Western
Aust ra l ia  wou ld  be  to
concentrate our enquiries and
search efforts on those areas
which appearto havethe right
combina t ion  o f  hab i ta t
features and which are in the
same general area as historical
s igh t ings .  A  good s ta r t ing
point would be the north-east
Cascoyne and adjacent areas,
in  land to  the  proposed
Carnarvon Range Nat iona l

Park  and areas  south  and
south-westofit, down to Lakes
Nabberu, King and Gregory.

The Depar tment  o f
Conserva t ion  and Land
Management(CALM) is about
to  take  pre l im inary  s teps
towards finding out whether,
and if so where, populations
of  n igh t  par ro ts  ex is t  in
Western Australia. Full-colour
pos ters  and brochures ,
sh  owing  the  d i f fe rence
between the night parrot and
the similarly-sized Bourke's
parrot, which is alsofairly active
at night, are to be produced
fordistribution at truckstops-
especially along the Creat
Nor thern  H ig  hway-a  nd
circulated to pastoralists in the
Cascoyne region, four-wheel
driveclubs, kangaroo shooters,
and anyone else l ikely to be
mov ing  around in  the
rangelands at night.

Sightings reported as a

result of this publicity wil l be
assessed and discussed with
the  peop le  invo lved.  l f  a
s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r  o f
apparently reliable reports
come f rom the  same or
adjacent localities, and if the

Bourke's parrot is fai ! actioe at
night but has totallg diffetent
colouing.

Ilustrutions bg Judith Blgth

count ry  meets  the  hab i ta t
needs of night parrots, the
nex t  s tep  wou ld  be  an
exped i t ion  to  search
systematically for them.

Civen the special mystique
of the night parrot, it should
be easy to assemble a team of
keen and ex  per ien  ced
birdwatchers to help in the
Searcn!
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Coooeration between 4WD clubs and
CALlt4 is helping to protect wA's speciol
recaeation spots lhrough a program of
education. See 'Go Lightlg' on page 17

There is a great deal urittm and talked
about our forests. But uhat are the
facts? 'Looking Beuond the Obuious'
(page 22) dispells some of the muths.

Mt Augustus is the biggest rock in the
world; uet few people know it exists.
Find out more about this natural
wonder on page 28-

Speciallg deaeloped conputer softuare
is helping speed the identification of
Dlant species in 'The Smart Collection'
(page 49).

WESTERN AUSTBALIAS DESERT FOREST
IAN KEALITY & MANDY CI.EWS

FIGHTING WILDFIRES
BICK SNEEUWJAGT & NIGEL HIGGS

THE SMART COLI.ECTION
AI.TX CHAPMAN & PAUL GIOIA

IN PERSPECTIVE

BUSH TELEGRAPH

ENDANGERED IHBEE SPRINGS DAVIESIA,,,,,............... 36

URBAN ANTICS

flanaging Edlloi: Ron Kawalilal
Edltor David Gough
Contrlbuting Editora: vema Coslello, Penny Walsh, Mandy Clews,
Aman& Curlin, Deborah Maythofer
Scientlfcll.chnicrl advlce: Andrew Butbidgs, lan Abbott, Paul Jones,
lony Shn
lrdign and prodoction: Maria Dulhie, Sue Maias
Finighed an: Maia Duthie, Sue Malais
lllu3tr.tion: GooiEen van der MeBr, lan Dickinson
Cerlogr.phy: P@maco Geodrai

.*eting: Eslello de San Miguel ' {m) 3:}4 029€ Fax| 334 0489
Sub6criplion enquld..: t (00) 3'34 0481
Cdow Separaton by fteFess Seruicss
P.inlod in Weslern Ausl€lia by Lamb Pdnl

@ lssN 08154,165. All mal€dal copynght No pad ol he codenls ol fie
p|lblicalion may be reproduced vdhout the cDnsenl ol lhe publishers.

Published by D S Shea, Executive Dilector
DeDartment of Conseryation and Land Management,
50 Hayman Road, Como, Western Austtalia 61 52.

42

The rainbow bee-eater is a
common bird found throughout
most parts of the State,
including Mt Augustus
National Park.

nustuation bu Philiwa
Nikulirsky.
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The noisy scrub-bird is one species that
is responding well to its recouery plan.
'RecoLvring from the Brink' (page 10)
discussa how such plans ore draum up.

RECOVERING FROM THE BRINK
ANDREW BURBIDGE, ANDREW BBOWN & JOHN BLYTH .. 'IO

GO LIGHTLY
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