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ABORIGINAL HISTORY
Several Aboriginal tribes inhabited

areas in what is now known as the Upper
Gascoyne region.

Tindale, in his book ,4 boriginal Tribes
of Australia, suggests that Mt Augustus
was a naturalboundary betlveen tr,vo tribal
areas-the smaller area of the Ninanu
tribe to the north and the much larger
area of the Wadjari tribe to the south.

Wadjaris from the Burringurrah
Community recall their grandfathers
tell ing them of the times when therr
people camped beside Cattle Pool, a large
permanent poolshaded by bigwhite river
gums on the Lyons River, north of Mt
Augustus, It was one of only very few
permanent pools in the inland Gascoyne
that remained through the drought
periods; and during such times, tribes
wandered ou ts ide  the i r  normal
territories in search of water. If they
found water ,  there  wou ld  a lmost
certainly be a supply offood, as animals
would also congregate near the pool.

EXPLORERS AND
PASTORALISTS

On 3 June 1858, expiorer Francrs
Thomas Cregory became the f i rs t
European to ascend Mount Augustus.

But he had first sighted the enormous
monocline some four days earl ier. He
recounted the event in his journal:

"31st May.-. . Leaving the party
busi ly catching f ish . .  . I  walked with
Mr Nairne to the summit ofa granite
hill h{ro miles northward, from which
I had a number of cross-bearings to
hills already observed from Mourrt
Thompson. One of considerable
elevation bearing north 121 degrees
30 minutes east, distance fifty miles,
lay directly up the valley ofthe river,
and was ult imately named Mount
Augustus, after my brother, now
conducting the expedition in quest of
the remains of Dr. Leichhardt."

After setting course for the mount
and finding it to be furtherthan expected,
Cregory finally arrived at Cattle Poolon 2
June, and found evidence ofan Aboriginal
encampment. The following day, he took
a party and climbed the rock.

lt took less than 20 years for settlers
to  fo l low Cregory  in to  the  Upper
Gascoyne region, and sheep and catue
stations soon began to spring up along
the Gascoyne and Lyons rivers.

Author Rhonda McDonald, who spent
some of herchildhoodat Bangemall u,here
her father ran the hotel and a gold mine,

tells the stories of these early settlement
days in her book Wnning the Cascogne.

' ' ln 1886 Samuel James Phil l ips and
John Hugh Phil l ips explored that
section ofthe Upper Gascoyne Iarou nd
Mt Augustusl with the \, iew of
selecting and taking up grazing
country.'

Mt Augustus station was taken up a
year later, and ownership passed down
through the  Ph i l l i ps  fami ly  over
successrve years.

Alter ihe first world war, the slation
was managed by Ernest Potts, who
extended the homestead-formeriy only
three mud brick rooms-and gathered a
good camp of natives and stockmen.
About  17  000 head o f  ca t t le  were
eventually held on the station and some
I 500 bullocks were taken each year to
Meekatharra. The Mt Augustus cat e
were renowned for being of excellent
quality and temperament.

Potts managed the station for35years
before his death from heart attack in
1955. The property then passed through
a number of owners and managers and
today is owned and managed by Don and
Dot Hammerquist.

West of Mt Augustus, on Cobra
Station, is the historic Bangemall Horel
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I Rrlf Aboriginal engravings at
I Mundee depict animal tracks.
I Photo - David Cough

lFor ight: The rare Mt Augustus
I foxglove.
I Photo - Robert carvey

I Below right: The rarely recorded
I Douglas' toadlet was recently collected
I at Mt Augustus.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

Summit Trail, but work was soon under
way to fix up the damage.

No formal plant or animal surveys
have yet been conducted in the Mt
Augustus National Park, but rangers
stationed there over the past few years
have observed and recorded some oftne
wildlife during their day-to-day work.

PLANTS
During winter and early spring,

especially after good rains, areas of the
plains around Lhe rock are carpeted in
everlastings. The trumpet-like fl owers
ofturpentine bush are also very striking
in winter. After rain, the rock takes on a
green hue as new growth appears on the
vegetation, and grasses sprout from
dormant seeds.

The general vegetation is tall, open
mulga scrubland with some red river
gum and a variety of acacias, including
g idgee and sandp la in  wat t le .  The
miniritchie can easily be recognised by
its unusual red curly bark.

Other plants include grasses such as
silkyhead and limestone grass, the
common stiffleafsedge and annuals such
as namana, wild carrot and the fringed
lily ThAsanotus manglesianus.

Several rare plant species have been
found in the area. These include Wittwer's
thryptomene lThrgptomene wittweri),
known only from Mt Augustus and Mt
Meharry; the Mt Augustus foxglove
(Pityrodia augustensrb ), which is known
to grow only in creeklines on and near
the rock; and the snai I or chid (Pteros t g I i s
nana), which is probably at its most
northern Iimit.

ANIMALS
Mammals recorded at Mt Augustus

by park rangers include the euro, dingo,
red kangaroo, long-tailed dunnart,
echidna, spinifex hopping mouse and
common rock rat,

Reptile species are numerous and

varied. They include the ringed brown
snake. red-tailed skink lMoret h io
ruficauda exquisita), ring-tailed and
western netted dragons, black-tailed
monitor, marbled velvet gecko and
pygmy python. The threatened Pilbara
olive python (Morelia oliuacea banonil
recorded at Mt Augustus is at the
southern extent of its known range.

During a recent visit by CALM'S
Cascoyne D is t r i c t  Manager  Ron
Shepherd, senior interpretation officer
Cil Field and communications officer
Dav id  Gough,  the  ra re ly  recorded
Douglas' toadlet lPseudophryne
douglasil was collected in a gorge on the
south side of the rock. The animal had
previouslybeen collectedfrom only three
isolated populations in the Pilbara.

In 1989, Alan Rose, then the ranger
ai Stirl ing Range National Park, visited
Mt Augustus with his wife Sandy and
recorded 30 bird species including the
crested bellbird, white-winged tri l ler,
rainbow bee-eater and wedge-tailed
eagle. By 1994, species recorded by
rangers at Mt Augustus had increased
to almost 100, includingwaterbirds such
as thewhite-faced heron, magpie goo5e,
and straw-necked ibis; birds of prey
such as the collared sparrowhawk and
peregr ine  fa lcon ;  and a  var ie ty  o f
honeyeaters, parrots and fairy-wrens.
0ther birds include the yellow-throated
miner, painted firetail, bush stone-
curlew and the ubiquitous spinifex
pigeon, found throughout northern
parts of the State.
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I Rrll Walkers on the Summit Trail
I pause to enjoy the views of the Dlain
I and ranges to the south of the rock.
Photo - Robert Garvey

which attracts numerous waterbirds,
especially after rains. There is plenty of
shade and the water looks very inviting
on a hot day, but thick reed beds in the
pool can make swimming hazardous.

Not far away is The Pound, a natural
basin used earlier this century for holding
cattle before droving them to
Meekatharra-a journey of about 10-12
days on the hooi A shortwalk takes you up
to the saddle, from where there are good
views over the Lyons River. Facing back to
The Pound, it's easy to imagine yourself
watching over the herd ofcattle as you sit
and u,atch the reflections ofthe setting sun
on the high eastem slopes of the canyon.

South ofThe Pound isBeedoboondu
and the start of the Summit Trail. The
returnwalk to the summit, a distance of
some 12 kilometres, takes about six ro
eight hours, but it 's worth it for the
panoramic views north. It 's an arduous
walk and only recommended if you are
fit; don't attempt it during summer or on
hot days in spring and autumn. Ifyou do
attempt the walk, inform the ranger or
resort stalf of your p]ans. starl early in
the morning and take plenty of water.
For the first three kilometres there is a
choice ofroutes. The Ranger Trail is the
eas ie r  o f  the  two,  wh i le  the  more
adventurous or sure-footed may prefer
the Cully Trail; but be warned, the Gully
Trail can be very slippery after rarn.
Whichever trail you choose, you can
change over where they briefly meet at
the 'elbow', about 1500 metres from
the start. The two trails f inaltyjoin about
thre€ kilometres from the summit, so if
you don't feel l ike going on, you can
return to the carpark along a different
route, Ontheway up, don'tforget to turn
around for great views of the plain and
ranges to the south.

Aboriginal engravings, which depict
animaltracks and hunters, can be seen by
crawling under Flintstone Rock, a large
slab of rock lying across the stream bed
about 250 metres from the carpark. The
othersites ofAboriginal engravings are at
the south-east corner of Mt Augustus.

Mundee is found along an easy 300-
metre return walk. The rock wall has
engravings ofkangaroo, emu and bustard
tracks in three cave-like overhangs.
Aboriginal mythology has it that in rne
beginning, \a'hen the rocks were sti l l
so f t ,  a  Dreaming sp i r i t  d id  these
engravings with his finger.

J ust south of M undee is Edney's Trai l,
and about 150 metres from the start of
the trail are more Aboriginal engravings
of  an ima l  t racks  a t  a  p lace  ca l led
Ooramboo. Edney Spring is 100 metres
farther on. The six-kilometre return walk
to Edney's Lookouttakes about tu,o and-
a half hours. It's ideal if you feel unsure
about tackling the more strenuous
Summit Trail, or have limited time. The
elevated 360-degree views from the
lookout are spectacular and it's worth
spending some time there relaxing and
looking at the many distant mountain
nnges before makingyourway back down.

There are many things to do and see at
Mt Augustus National Park. But whatever
your  in te res t ,  be  i t  bushwalk ing ,
birdwatching or photography, the biggest
attraction is the rock itsell During dawn
and dusk, its colour changesalmost minute
by minute from deep indigo tobrightpink,
orange or red, and occasionally green-
reflecting the mood of the rock and the
spirits l iving there. Just as Uluru attracts
hundreds of thousands of visitors each
year, increasing numbers of peopie wil l
come to Mt Augustus to try to capture
those moods in photographs or simply
to enjoy the experience.

Although not so well known as Uluru,
Mt Augustus offers tourists a rich
Aboriginal heritage, abundant wildlife,
stunning scenery and spectacular views
from its summit. The biggest rock in tne
world is one of the natural wonders of
the world. But if you never go, you,l l
never know.
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