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pastoral and desert country, a further
five million hectares of uncut eucalypt
woodland and 15 million hectares of
acacia woodland offer up hundreds of
species to be explored by a small but
intensive specialist market.

WOOD TFIAT SINKS
The woodlands of the Goldfields are

a marvel of nature. Nowhere else in the
world does such an arid environment
support vegetation of such density and
size. An average annual rainfall of 250
mill imetres puts the region on a par
with arid areas of Arizona, Southern
Africa, and the Mediterranean. Bur

woodlands are not normally a feature of
such landscapes.

Adapted to harsh, dry conditions,
these species have to be tough. As a
result, they are extremely slow-growing.
This is one feature that gives them their
quirky edge as speciality timbers: tlrey
are extraordinarily dense.

Density is measured as a ratio of
weight to volume. Jarrah, thewell-known
and widely-used South West timber, rs
described as a 'dense hardwood'. It has a
dry densi ty  measurement  of  850
kilograms per cubic metre (kglm3).
Anything higher than 1000 kglm3 sinks
inwater. Most Goldfields eucalypts have

a dry density measurement greater than
1 100 kg/m3, ranking them among the
densest timbers in the world.

JEWELS IN THE MARKET
PLACE

While notafriendlyattribute to many
mass-market wooden products, high
timber density is a valuable feature rn
the manufacture of certain speciality
i tems,  par t icu lar ly  those that  are
subjected to sustained high-impact use,
such as percussion musical instruments,
parquetry flooring, specialist furniture
and joinery.

Another  unique feature of  the
Goldfields woodland species is theirvery
low green moisture content. While green
moisture proportions of as little as 30
per cent cause some unusual problems
for seasoning sawn timber, they are a
dream for wood-turners. With such low
moisture,  Goldf ie lds species y ie ld
unusually stable unseasoned timber.
Because the green wood is much easrer
to handle, these timbers make much
more efficient material for wood-turners,
who can bring their product a Iot closer
to completion before seasoning.

Added to these unusual features is
the attractive appearance of Goldfields
timbers: the creamy-coloured native
will ow (Pi t t o s p o r u m p h g I I ir a eo ide s) with
its lacelike 'fish scale' patterning; the
subtle red-pink huesofthe red eucalypts,
including the almost blood-red Dundas
maho gany (E u c a I g p t u s b ro c ku a y i il. The
list goes on:the superbly pattemed gimlet
\8. salubris) is distinctive for its deeply

I left fr.algoorlie wood-
I tumer Pet€r Crainger
I turning native willow
after completing a redwood
(8. transcont inentali s) v ase.
Photo - Steve Sadler

I Below left: Sawn boards
I and Goldfields craft timber
I species stored ready for
drying at Timbers of the
Goldfields.
Photo - Steve Sadler

lBelow right: The solar klln
I installed at Timbers of the
I Goldfields for seasoning
sawn timber and for res€arch
purposes.
Photo - Steve Sadler
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spec ies  are  a lso  o  p  p  o  r  tu  n  i s t  i ca l l y
collected by contractors for research
purposes and under Forest Produce
Licences. Conditions for this collectron
are strict and cutting is rigorously
controlled. Planning is also under way to
determine the future use of the large
resource available from the mill ions of
un tapped hec tares  o f  Co ld f ie lds
woodlands.

BEYOND THE GOLD
HORIZON

Forestry has a long association with
sustainable and renewable resource
management, carried out in one way or
another over centuries of varied land
use. The Goldfields are no exception.
But  the  indus t ry  tha t  was  once a
secondary support to the extraction of
gold from the ground has become, this
time around, a pursuit in its own right.

The revival o[ the timber industry in
the Goldfields has brought land use full
circle, and the different culture that now
prevails is a mark ofprogress. Itprovides
a welcome diversif ication of land use rn
an area where mining and pastoralism
have dominated. But perhaps more
significantly, urhere trees were once
clearfelled to feed the most basic needs
ofa€reedily growing gold industry, they
are now gently, almost lovingly, hand-
picked and handled, to add the most
elegant and subtle aesthetic detail to our
lives. In the legendary riches of the
Goldfields, these are the gems among
the gold.

The dormant potential for Coldfields timber might sti l l  be asleep today had it
not been awakened in the mid 1980s by a chance holiday encounter between an
American music professor and a travelling Western Australian forester. The
University ofWashington's Protessor Felix Skowronek was on a lonq-term wono_
widequesttofind den5e, hardtimbersto make thin-walled f lutes, when he hearo
about the Coldfields. He began steady correspondence with CALM,s 60ldfields
Regional Office, which culminated in visits to the reqion in 1988 and 1 993 ro
gather samples.

an exhibit ion, historical display, demonstration, f ield trip, musical instrumenr_
making workshop and sales, was an unmitigated succesi.

GSTIC is also involved in a $140 000 program of research funded by the WA
Covernment Regional Initiatives Fund, private enterprise, CALM and the Goldfietos
Esperance Development Commission. A locally based committee, which includes
KalgoorlieCollege, is steering the project, which involves identifying the properties,
sawing and seasoning characteristics and overall potential oftimbe-for ippiication
in a wide range ofspecialist markets. CSTIG now has some 65 members who meet
monthly to discuss the issues arising from their sunrise industry, and to organise
field trips, craft workshops, wood-turning courses and other jctivit ies.

And the flutes? Professor Skowronek's prolect is still in progress, with some
promising interim results identifying some timbers as being world class woodwind
instrument timbers. With hundreds of timbers yet to be tested, his partnership
with the Coldfields is far from over.

I Bowl turned from berrigan tErcmophila
llongifolial by Bil l Moriarity of Kalgoorlie.
I Coblet and flower turned from sandalwood
\Santolum spicatum), and carved by Gordon
Ward of Kelmscott.
Photo - Steve Sadler

Ian Kealley is the CALM
Goldfields regional manager.
He can be contacted on
\090]- 212677.

Mandy Clews is a contributing
editor b ANDSCOPE and
can be contacted on
(09) 430 7032.
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Coooeration between 4WD clubs and
CALlt4 is helping to protect wA's speciol
recaeation spots lhrough a program of
education. See 'Go Lightlg' on page 17

There is a great deal urittm and talked
about our forests. But uhat are the
facts? 'Looking Beuond the Obuious'
(page 22) dispells some of the muths.

Mt Augustus is the biggest rock in the
world; uet few people know it exists.
Find out more about this natural
wonder on page 28-

Speciallg deaeloped conputer softuare
is helping speed the identification of
Dlant species in 'The Smart Collection'
(page 49).
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The rainbow bee-eater is a
common bird found throughout
most parts of the State,
including Mt Augustus
National Park.

nustuation bu Philiwa
Nikulirsky.
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The noisy scrub-bird is one species that
is responding well to its recouery plan.
'RecoLvring from the Brink' (page 10)
discussa how such plans ore draum up.
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ANDREW BURBIDGE, ANDREW BBOWN & JOHN BLYTH .. 'IO

GO LIGHTLY
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