
Visitors to Albany have the
chance to  en joy  an
unforge t tab le  exper ience
coming eyeba l l - to -eyeba l l
with huge marine mammals
about the size of a bus.

Southern  r igh t  wha les
(Bolaeno australis) weighing
up to 80 tonnes and reaching
l8 metres long, migrate into
Albany waters from late-July
to mid-October.

Right whales are baleen
wha les ,  wh ich  means they
have horny plates hanging
from their upper jaws. They
feed on swarms of plankton,
found in near-surface waters,
and which they sieve through
the fibrous inner hairs of the
baleen plates.

D u  r i n g  s u m m e r ,  r i g h t
whales prefer the open ocean,
awayfrom thecoast, butduring
late winter and spring the cows
come in close to shore. There,
near the surf l ine in sheltered
bays, they give birth, before
returnin9 to deeper waters as
summer approaches.

For many years, whalers
caught southern right whales
and rendered the i r  bod ies
down for oil and whale bone.
In fact, they were called right
whales because in the days of
open-boat whaling with hand
harpoons theywere the "right"

ones to catch. They were slow-
s w i m  m i n g ,  f l o a t e d  w h e n
d e a d ,  a n d  y i e l d e d  l a r g e
amounts of valuable products
- particularly oil for l ighting
and lubrication.

The populations declined
to  dangerous ly  low leve ls
before whaling of southern
right whales ceased in 1959.
Now, after nearly 30years, they
are recovering and forming the
basis of a flourishing whale-
watching industry. One of the
most successful is Southern
Ocean Charters, operated by
Les Bail, whose magnificent
photographs can be seen here.

Whales often come right

EYE TO EYE WTH A WHALE
into Albany's Princess Royal
Harbour. Lice resembling tiny
white crabs can be seen on the
photograph of the whale's eye
shown on this page and Les says
that he is often able to locate
whales in fresh water, which
may be an attempt by the
whales to kil l  the tiny parasites.

"Although southern right
w h a  l e s  a r e  h u g e ,  b u l k y
creatures, they are also agile
and active animals, and their
acrobat ic  a  n t i cs  can keep
whale watchers amazed and
entranced for hours," Les said.

"lt is estimated the entire
world population of southern
r igh t  wha les  is  on ly  about
3  000,  compared w i th  an
or ig ina l  popu la t ion  be fore
whaling of 100 000, so it is
reallya privilege to watch these
wha les  and observe  the i r
comeback from the brink of
extinction on theAlbanycoast."

Southem ight uhales:
breaching (top), feeding (centre)
and taking a closel look at its
human obseruers ( be lou ).
Photos Dorothg and Les Bail
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The I hrealened W|alkalchem foxg loue
is being giuen a helping hand bU
scientists from CALM and Kings Park
and Botanic Garden (see page 17).

Anew CALM book, Dive & Snorkel Sites
in Western Australia, will encourage
noDice diuers qnd snorkellers to explore
the rich and diuerse coastline ofWA.
See 'Secrets of the Sea' on page 10.

WA Goldfields timbers are fast becoming
recognised as prime materiob for
producing unrld-ckss musicql i6truments.
Su 'Musical Timbers' on page 48.

The common rock-rat, photoglaphed
here in the Kimberleg, hos recentlU
been recorded in the Kennedy Range
National Pafk. See poge 28 for a profile
of this wonderful wildemess orea.
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The brilliant purple flowers of the
twining fringed lily (Thrsanotus
patersonii) erl\rined around the burnt
stem of a slender banksia lB. attenuata),
See 'After the Burn'on page 21.

Illustration by Philippo Nikulinskg

lllanaging Edllor: Ron Kawalihk
Editor: David Gough
Cont buung Edltors: Mandy Clews, Veraooslello, Kale Hooper,
Caolyn Thofi son, Penny Wdsh
Scl.ntltlc and technical advice: Andrew Budidge. lan Abbofl, Paul Jones,
slalJ at CALM Science & lntormafon Division Moodvale)
Dailgn and produclion: Ma a Dulhie, Sue Marais
Finished art Gooilzen vander Meer
lllustalions: Gooitzen van der Meer, Philippa Nikulinsky
Cadogaphy: Promaco Geodrall
fla*eling: Eslellede San Mi$d ' (09)334 0296 Fax:334 0489
Subscriplion enqui €: r (m)$a oa8l
Colour Separalion by Prcprcss Se ices
Prinled in Westem Auslalia bv tamb Pdnt
@ ISSN 0815-1.165 All maleial copy'ighl No pan ol $e conrenls ol the publicaton may
be Foroducsd wilhoul lhe ons€nl ol tE oublisheb

LANDSCOPE
VOLUME ELEVEN NO, 1 SPBING ISSUE 1995

This nesling pair ofsplendid fairg-wrens
is one of lhe mang BirdsoftheSti ing
Ronge' kee page 36).
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