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I Rr9[1: Anemonefish inhabit coral reefs
I in tropical and sub-tropical areas such
I as Ningaloo. They produce a mucous
that prevents the anemone's stinging
tentacles from triggering, and gain
protection from predators by retreating
into the tentacles.
Photo - Dva Boogaard/Lochman
Transparencies

I Below right: Stunning Pocillopora
I Reef. at Rottnest Island, is easy to reach
I from shore-
Photo GerhardtSaueracker/Lochman
Transparencies

dusky morwong, truncate coralfish,
bul lseyes,  wrasse and red-st r iped
cardinalfish. The reef top often comes
alive with the frantic feeding of large
schools ofbuffalo bream. Blue andorange
nudibranchs are common and add to the
colour.

Little lsland, Cow Rocks, Wreck Rock
and North Lump are also among the
nine dive sites from Marmion Marine
Park described in the new book. Little
Island is particularly rich in invertebrate
species. Sponges, gorgonians, hydroids,
sea urchins and sea squirts can all be
found in large numbers beneath ledges
and in caves. The seagrass meadows that
grow in sandy areas around the island
support a huge range of animals such as
bailer shells, and sea lions laze on tne
beach nearby. North Lump is an entirely
submerged reef that offers a rewarding
divewithin asmall area. Ithas interesting
arches, caves and tunnels and excellent
invertebrate life.

Rottnest Island, only a halfhour boat
trip from Fremantle, also has surprisingly
beautiful underwater landscapes. Go
snorkelling at Pocillopora Reef and you
could be forgiven for thinking you were
in the tropics. The reefis named afterthe
species of  beaut i fu l  p ink cora l ,
Pocillopora damicomrt that grows there
in profusion. The coral reef community
is completely different from any you will
see elsewhere near Perth, and thevariety
offishand invertebrate life is astounding
for such a small area. Only a short swim
from shore, the clumps of Pocillopora
are so densely packed together that they
lie virtually on top of one another.

Rottnest Island is the southernmost
location where this species is known to
grow. In fact, it is quite remarkable that
theseanimals areabletogrow here so far
south of their normal tropical or sub-
tropical habitat.

Beneath thewater, the limestonethat
also forms the island itself has eroded ro
form spectacular cave formations,
swimthroughs, ledges and grottos. Roe
Reef, for instance, is among the most
spectacular diving locations near Perth.
Its numerous underwater grottos and
caverns are inhabited by marine life,
ranging from the large and impressive to
the minute but colourful, such as tiny
juvenile scalyfin. One ofthe highlightsof
this delightfu I reef is a large cave inhabited
by large-snouted boarfish, some large

zebra fish, mosaic leatherjackets and
other colourful fish species. Such is the
variety of underwater formations around
the island thatvirtually its entire coastl ine
is divable.

The maritime history of Rottnest
dates back to the seventeenth century
and the remains of 14 wrecks Iie around
the island. Shipwrecks include the
Macedon, the Denton Holme and the
Lodg Elizabeth, to name but a few, and
most of these can be dived.

LEET]WIN.NATUMLISTE
COAST

Lying betuieen three and four hours
drivesouth ofPerthare the coastal towns
of Busselton, Dunsborough, Yall ingup,
Margaret River and Augusta. They are
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Ted Wright even gave up one of his
'secret' sites for the book-a bombie rn
Flinders Bay that offers one of the best
45-minute dives you will ever complete
in temperate waters.

COML COAST
The marine embayments of Shark

BayMarine Park also offer many shallow,
but highly recommended, diving and
snorkelling sites. The Broadhurst coral
patch is around 500 metres in diameter,
and swarms with colourfulsea life. Many
species ofstaghorn, brain andplate corals
vie for attention, and there are numerous
soft corals. A bright purple sponge
growing throughout the area is notable.

The coral and fish communities of
Sandy Point l ie on the eastern side of
Dirk Hartog Island. Thereare numerous
species ofblue, purple, green and brown
staghorn corals growing in a great
diversity of forms. ln one area, there is
a virtual garden of beautiful blue
staghorn coral. Brain corals and plate
corals can also be seen. There is such a
large diversity ofcorals, in a kaleidoscope
ofcolours and forms, that this is a good
place to see how many different varieties
and growth forms you can distingluish.
Dugongs and marine tuItles inhabitboth
areas and are frequently seen.

To the north, Ningaloo Marine Park
offers avastly different diving experience.
It protects a 260-kilometrelong barner
reef, which is one ofonly two large coral
reef systems to occur on the western
edge of a continent. It is also the only
large reeffound so close to a continental
land mass, being about 100 metres
offshore at its closest point.

lAboue: Knight fish aye among the more
I unusual fauna that can be seen at lhe
I farthest end of Busselton Jetty.
Photo -John & Val Butler/Lochman
Transparenaies

I Rrlf When they feel threatened,
I globefish swallow air unti l their entrre
I bodies inflate and their yellow spines
become erect.
Photo - John Butler/Lochman Transparencies

I Be1o4'. Corals grow in a variety of
I colours and forms in the shallows
I around Dirk Hartog lsland.
Photo- Eva Boogaard/ Lochman Transparencies

Divers flock to Ningaloo, despite it
being one of the most isolated coastal
locations in the world. Whale sharks
regularly appear for an eight-week period
between March and May each year-a
phenomenon that is not known to occur
anywhere efse (see LANDSCOPE,

Summer 1994-95). As a result, a thriving
charter industry has been established
from the coastal town of Exmouth. But
divers are not drawn to Ningaloo Marine
Park only for thewhale sharks. Ningaloo
Reef run alongsome of the mostbeautiful
and unspoilt coastline in the world. tt
rivals the famed Great Barrier Reef rn
terms of the numbers of coral and fish
species (few people who are not marine
scientists could tell the difference), but
unlike the Great Barrier Reef, the
delightful coral gardens ofNingaloo and
their resident tropical fish are accessible
from the shore.

Turquoise Bay, 65 kilometres south
of Exmouth, is an excellent dive site for
the family because of its ease in most
conditions, the rich diversity of coral,
fish and other marine life very close to
shore and the exceptional beauty of the
beach and Turquoise Bay itself. Not far
from shore, there are several large coral
bombies as well as numerous smaller
coral colonies, particularly brain coral

t"tuoscort: \5
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The I hrealened W|alkalchem foxg loue
is being giuen a helping hand bU
scientists from CALM and Kings Park
and Botanic Garden (see page 17).

Anew CALM book, Dive & Snorkel Sites
in Western Australia, will encourage
noDice diuers qnd snorkellers to explore
the rich and diuerse coastline ofWA.
See 'Secrets of the Sea' on page 10.

WA Goldfields timbers are fast becoming
recognised as prime materiob for
producing unrld-ckss musicql i6truments.
Su 'Musical Timbers' on page 48.

The common rock-rat, photoglaphed
here in the Kimberleg, hos recentlU
been recorded in the Kennedy Range
National Pafk. See poge 28 for a profile
of this wonderful wildemess orea.
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The brilliant purple flowers of the
twining fringed lily (Thrsanotus
patersonii) erl\rined around the burnt
stem of a slender banksia lB. attenuata),
See 'After the Burn'on page 21.
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This nesling pair ofsplendid fairg-wrens
is one of lhe mang BirdsoftheSti ing
Ronge' kee page 36).
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