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swale and have slopes up to 20 degrees.
Most ofthe upper parts ofthe dunes are
unstabil ised, but sand movementbywind
appears to be confined to swirl ingaround
perennial woody shrubs.

This huge mesa remains much the
same today as it would have been when
Aborigines first crossed it, thousands of
years ago.

ABORIGINAL HISTORY
L ike  Mount  Augustus  (see

L;INDSCOPO, Winter 1995), the Kennedy
Range appeared to  separa te  the
traditional lands oftwo Aboriginal tribes.
According to Tindale (Aboriginal Tribes
of Australia, 1965, 1974), the range
formed lhe boundary between Ihe Maia
tribe to the u,est of the range and the
Malgaru tribe to the east.

The Maia people occupied an area of
about 12 000 square kiJometres from
just north of Carnar,ron to the western
s lopes  o f  the  Kennedy Range.  The
freshwater springs on this side of the
range support abundant wildlife and
would have been a source of food and
water for the Maia people.

The Malgaru's tribal lands covered a
similarl lt large area, stretching from the
eastern escarpment of the range, across
the Lyons River (known to Aborigines as
M i t her ing \ and east to the boundary u,ith
theWadjari tribe-nearthe Gascoyne River,
around Mooloo Downs and Yinnetharra.

The Aboriginal history of the range
itself is largely unrecorded, but occupation
sites exist around and within the range.
Outcrops of chert found in the area are
ideal for stone tool making, and a large
number of artefact scatters near the
freshwater springs on the western side
provide additional evidence of occupation
by Aboriginal people in the 20 000 or so
years before European settlement.

The Aboriginal Affairs Department
has recorded almost 100 sites on and
aroundthe range. Mostare archaeological
sites, but a number of them are of
ceremonial or mythological importance.

Such sites include a march fly /afu
site-a site where special ceremonies are
conducted to increase the numbers of a
particular species-and a mythological
site in a most inaccessible palt of the
dunefield in the centre of the range.
Dngravings in the southemmost gorge of
the visitor area are heavily weathered,
and it is difficult to decipher them.

STATION HISTORY
The f reshwate  r  spr ings  and

permanent pools that u,ere so important
to  the  loca l  Abor ig ina l  t r ibes  a lso
attracted pastoralists in the late 1800s.

In  1858,  an  exped i t ion  in to  the
Cascoyne Region, led by Francis Thomas
Gregory, reached the Kennedy Range on
12 May. The range was subsequently
named in honour ofthe then Governor of
Western  Aus t ra l ia ,  Ar thur  Edward
Kennedy, and the Lyons River, which
runs along much ofthe eastern side ofthe
range, presumably in honourof theBritish
admiral and diplomat Lord Edmond
Lyons. Gregory's expedition continued to
Mt Auguslus before returning to Perth via
Mt Gould, the Murchison and Irwin rivers,
Dandaragan and Toodyay.

In his report ofthe expedition to the
Sunveyor General, Cregory stated:

' 'Wi th  regard  to  the  quant i t y  and
distribution ofthe available lands, it wil l
only be necessary to observe that, urlth

the exception of30,000 or 40,000 acres at
the mouth of the Gascoyne, there is no
land worth occupying for many years to
comewest ofthe l ,yons River;the amount
of land on this river has already been
estimated at nearly 300 square mires,
while on the Upper Cascoyne and i ts
tr ibutaries there is probably double that
quanti ty; this, with the Iands on the
Murchison nearMount Hale, $rould make
a total of about a mil l ion acres.

_A  ve ry  impo r l dn t  c i r cums lan i ,  i n
connection with this distr ict is the total
absence. so far as we were able to obsen,e,
ofany of the varieties ofCasttolobium or
Eupho rb ia ,  wh i ch  cons t i t u te  t he
poisonous plants so fatal to cattle and
sheep in other parts ofthe colony.

Perhaps it was this last point, rather

than his earl ier comments, that led to

the fact that within 20 years of Gregory's
expedition, pastoral leases were taken
up along both the Cascoyne and Lyons
rivers, and the region rapidly developed
into a prosperous wool-producing area.
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High numbers of sheep grazed the
area around the Kennedy Range until
the late 1930s, when drought, depression
and overgrazing caused many businesses
to crash. Even now, much of the land
surrounding the range has not recovered
from some of the worst degradation in
the State to be caused by early pastoral
activity. Fortunately, because the top of
the range is virtually waterless, it was
only lightly grazed and, even though
there has been mineral exploration, rt
remains relatively unscathed.

MINERAL EXPLORATION
The Kennedy Range was explored for

its mineral potential as early as 1861 by
an expedition led by Augustus Charles
Gregory, brother of Francis Thomas
Gregory. Subsequent expeditions, in
1883 by W H Huddleston and 1901 by A
G Maitland, also looked at the area's
potential for mining.

Interest in the hydrocarbon potential
of the Carnarvon Basin began in the
1920s, but exploratory drilling for oil
and oil shale since the 1960s has been
unsuccessful. West Australian Petroleum
(WAPET) drilledfive holes inthe Kennedy
Range in the 1950s, and two shallow
wells were drilled outside what is now
the park's north-east boundary by
Hartogen Exploration in 1972. In the
early 1980s, Esso took out tenem€nts
over the range and conducted limited
seismic exploration, which included the
drilling of two exploration wells.

Since the mid 1960s, the area lras
been explored for uranium, diamonds,
coal and base metals. But in 1992 a
geological report, prepared for the then
Department of Minerals and EnerEy,
indicated the mineral potential of the
Kennedy Range National Park was low.

But despite this history of exploration,
little was known about the vegetation,
plants and animals that inhabit the range
until fairly recently. A few surveys of
selected areas were conducted in 1975,
1987 and 1991, but a full-scale survey had
not been carried out until early this year,

lAboue ighl: The mdemic sand-svimming
llizard Leisto kennedyerur3 has only
I been recorded in the Kennedy Rang€.
Photo - Ron Johnstone

I Rlglfi Sand dunes on top of range are
I reminiscent of those on the Cape
I Range near Exmouth.
Photo - Marie Lochman

when zoologists and botanists from the
Department of Conservation and land
Management (CALM) and theWAMuseum
conducted the Camarvon Basin Survey.

ANIMALS
Twenty-six species of repti le, nine

species of mammal and around 70 bird
species were recorded on the dunes and
swales oftle mesa during tlle recent suruey.
These ranged from the endemic sand-
swimming skink Lerisla kennedyensis
to the death adder (,4can thophis pgrrhus),
and included the mulgara (Dasgcerclrs
cristicauda\, the l itt le red kaluta
\Dasy kaluta rosamondae, forrnerly
Antechinus rosamondae) and the northem

nmastiff bat (Chaefephon jobe6is).
The scree-slopes ofthe range yielded

seven species of reptile and 10 native
mammals, including the euro Wacrop us
lobustus erubescens), the common rock-
rat (Z y zomA s ar g urus), Finlayson's cave-
bat, the skink Ctenotus uber and Lne
long- ta i led dunnar t  {Smlnthopsis
Iongicaudata).

The outwash plains and water-
courses below the range support quite a
different fauna. Seven species of lizard
and eight mammals were recorded in
these mulga-dominated communities.
They inc luded the dragon l izard
Ctenophorus reticulatus and the
perentie (Voranus gigonteus\, and

, oscoru 33
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charter flights from Perth. Details of
accommodationandtours can be obtained
from the Shire of Upper Cascoyne or
from lhe WA Tourist Centre in Perth

Although unsurfaced, the roads are
easily negotiable by the average family
car, but may be closed or hazardous after
heary rain (telephone the local Shires for
up-to-date information). An access road
off the Lyons River Road runs into the
park to the main visitor sites. Vehicle
access to other parts of the park is not
recommended, as tracks are extremely
hazardous and it is easy to become lost.

An information shelter on the access
road into the park gives details of the
campgrounds and wa lk t ra i l s ,  and
describes the mulga country surrounding
the range. Bush camping is permitted at
the base of the eastern escarument. The
sitesare undeveloped and have no facil i t ies
other than a bush toilet.

WALKTRAILS
Walktrails run from each site into

the nearby gorges and, although the
trails are largely unmarked, they are
easy to follow.

The trail from the northern visitor
site runs into the gorge a short distance
before encountering a sheer wall of
honeycomb-like rock formations. You
can sit below the wall and examine the
s t range shapes carved ou t  o f  the
sandstone by the combined action of
wind and water or look for animal tracks
beside the semi-permanent pool at the
base of this usually dry waterfall.

From the middle site, a track runs
along a creek bed for a few hundred

metres before dividing beneath an
enormous block of sandstone. The left
fork of the creekfollowsa narrowwinding
gorge, u,here occasional pools provide
sanctuary for frogs. The right fork
continues much farther and you can see
where rushing waters have scoured out
thecreekbedand lowerslopes of the gorge.

The trailfrom the southern site runs
part way up the side of the gorge to a
watedall, which flows after rain. Looking
back there are good views east across the
mulga plain. From the waterfall, i t rs
poss ib le  to  sc ramble  down to  the
creekbed for a different perspective. Look
for a large boulder that has tumbleddown
intothe creekbed. On its flat rock facearc
very old and faint Abofiginal petroglyphs
(rockengravings), the meanings ofwhich
have long since been lost.

MANAGEMENT
Management guidelines have been

prepared for the park in consultation
with pastoralists and Aboriginal people.

lAboue: The trails from the southern
I visitor site runs part-\^,ay up the side
I of the gorge to a seasonal waterfall.
Photo David Cough

I Left: Weird, honeycomb-like rock
I formations carved out of sandstone by
I wind and water.
Photo-Jiri Lochman

Long-term management for the
Kennedy Range National Park includes
the  conserva t ion  o f  i t s  b io log ica l ,
p h y s i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  l a n d s c a p e
v a l u e s ;  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  v i s i t o r
r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u  n i t i e s  a n d
facil it ies that wil l not compromise the
natural values of the range; and the
promotion of a better understanding
o f  t h e s e  a n d  t h e  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s
through interpretation panels, park
brochures and other information.

From a recreational perspective, the
visitor sites on the eastern side of the
escarpment are being developed to
provide a quality wilderness experience
for park visitors.

T h o u g h  t h e  K e n n e d y  R a n  g e
National Park is sti l l  in its infancy, it
i s  b e c o m i n g  w e l l  k n o w n  f o r  i t s
wilderness value. And as you stand at
the foot of its sandstone battlements,
the Kennedy Range beckons you to
exp lo re  and d iscover  i t s  na tura l
attractions.

David Cough is Editor of ANDSCOPE and, a communications offic€r with
CALM'S Corporate Relations Division. He can be contacted on (09) 389 8644.
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contacted on (099) 48 1208.

The authors gratefully acknowledge the assistance ofGil Field of CALM's
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Pet€r Bindon and Ken McNamara ofthe WA Museum;staffat the Department of
Aboriginal Affairs; author Rhonda McDonald; and Peter Bridge ofHeperian
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WILL THE WYAIJGTCHEM FOXGLOVE SURVIVE?
MIKE O'DONOGHUE & KEN ATK|NS.................................,..... 17
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AFTER THE BURN
MANDY CLEWS & NEIL BURBOWS

KENNEDY RANGE NATIONAL PARK
DAVID GOUGH & RON SHEPHERD 28

The I hrealened W|alkalchem foxg loue
is being giuen a helping hand bU
scientists from CALM and Kings Park
and Botanic Garden (see page 17).

Anew CALM book, Dive & Snorkel Sites
in Western Australia, will encourage
noDice diuers qnd snorkellers to explore
the rich and diuerse coastline ofWA.
See 'Secrets of the Sea' on page 10.

WA Goldfields timbers are fast becoming
recognised as prime materiob for
producing unrld-ckss musicql i6truments.
Su 'Musical Timbers' on page 48.

The common rock-rat, photoglaphed
here in the Kimberleg, hos recentlU
been recorded in the Kennedy Range
National Pafk. See poge 28 for a profile
of this wonderful wildemess orea.

BIRDS OF THE STIRUNG RANGE
ALLAN BURBIDGE & ALTAN ROSE

CUTTING OUT THE LEAFMINER
IAN ABBOTT. PAUI VAN HEURCK. TOM EUBBIDGE &
ALLAN WILLS

MUSICALTIMBERS
FELIX SKOWRONEK & IAN KEALLEY

IN PERSPECTIVE

BUSH TELEGRAPH

ENDANGERED THEvENARD IsI-AND MoUsE ................ 20
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The brilliant purple flowers of the
twining fringed lily (Thrsanotus
patersonii) erl\rined around the burnt
stem of a slender banksia lB. attenuata),
See 'After the Burn'on page 21.
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This nesling pair ofsplendid fairg-wrens
is one of lhe mang BirdsoftheSti ing
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