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bird habitats, from wetland vegetation
through heath and thickets to several
kinds of mallee-heaths and woodlands.

The array of bird species is also
augmented by the topography and
geographic position of the range. The
locally high rainfall, resulting from the
re la t i ve ly  cont ras t ing  topograp l ry ,
contributes directly to habitat diversity,
and allows a number ofwet area birds to
occur here. [n other parts of the range,
spec ies  more  charac ter is t i c  o f  d r ie r
regions may be found.

The geographic position ofthe range
also contributes to this effect. Birds at
the inland limits of their range in this
part ofthe State include Baudin's black-
cockatoo .  the  wh i te -breas ted  rob in ,
western thornbill, red-winged fairy-wren,
spotted pardalote (as a breeding species)
and red-eared firetail. About 20 bird
species occur no nearer to the coast than
the Stirling Range in this part of the
State. These include the jacky winter,
crested bellbird, southern scrub-robrrr,
shy heath-wren, blue-breasted fairy-
wren, mistletoe bird, yellow-rumped
pardalote, brown-headed honeyeater and
black-faced woodswallow. The masked
owl and barking owl have been recorded
here  a t  the  eas tern  l im i ts  o f  [he i r
distribution in south-western Australia,

I Selorar Endemic to south-western
I Western Australia, the western
I thornbil l is at the inland limit of its
distribution in the range.
Photo Babs & Bert Wells/CALM

and the range supports the mostwesterly
popu la t ion  o f  the  purp le -gaped
honeyeater. A few species, including the
cres ted  p igeon,  ga lah  and ye l low-
lhroated miner, are more common in
the surrounding open farmland and
usually only enter the edges of the park.

In the Porongurup Range, about 30
kilometres to the south, a study in the
1970s by principal research scientist lan
Abbot t ,  o f  the  Depar tment  o f
Conservation and Land Management
(CALM), revealed the presence of only
about 56 bird species, 30 of which were
thought to breed in the area. The
Porongurup Range covers a smallerarea
than the Stirling Range and contains
fewer plant species andvegetation types.

There are few introduced birds in the
Stirling Range:the kookaburra is present
and th€ laughing turtle-dove is known
from one road-kill specimen on Chester
Pass Road. The turtle-dove is normally
associated with human habitation and is
usually found nearer to towns to the
north, including Borden and Ongerup.

HISTORICAL CFIANGES
The brief visits by Mill igan and

Whitlock were confined to early or mid-
spring, and it is therefore difficult to
analyse the changes in the status of bird

lBelow ight: The masked owl is
I rarely recorded in the Stirl ing Range
I National Payk, where it is at the
eastern limit of its distribution in
Westem Australia.
Photo - Jiri Lochman/Lochman Transparencres

species over time. However, some useful
comparisons can be made.

The bush thick-knee (stone-curlew)
was plentiful in Mill igan's time, and his
party flushed them on many occasions.
However, this species was not recorded
bySedgwick in the 1950sand 1960s,and
there are no recent records. The bird has
declined through much ofthe Wheatbelt,
probably due to clearing of natrve
veg€tation and predation by foxes.

The malleefowl may also have been
lost from the park, although it was
probably always rare in the area, since rt
provides marginal habitat for the species.
Malleefowl were recorded breeding rn
the park in the 1960s, but have not been
seen there since 1980.

A few species seem to have increased
in abundanc€ in the park. Mil l igan and
Whitlock did not see any crows or ravens
in or near the Stirling Range. Fifty years
later, Sedgwick found them in small
numbers. Now, Australian ravens are
frequently seen in small numbers. Their
anival was probably tied to clearing of
the surrounding land for agriculture,
and to increased human use ofthe park,

Mill igan did not record Port Lincoln
('twenty-eight') parrots in the area, but
Whitlock found them to be rare in 1910
and Bradshaw descr ibed them as
uncommon in the 1920s. Thirty to 40
years later, Sedgwick described them as
being common, as they are today.

Maned ducks and shelducks were
not recorded by early observers, butboth
species now breed in small numbers in

mvoscorr: 39
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The BluffKnollturn-offis a good place to
start looking for them.

The peregrine falcon can be seen
around the taller peaks, including
Toolbrunup and Talyuberlup. Baudin's
black-cockatoos visit the Stirling Range,
and are most often seen in marrl
woodlands. Carnaby's black-cockatoos,
on the other hand, breed in the range
and can be seen there atanytime ofyear.
They can be seen inavarietyofplaces, but
the woodlands in the Moingup Springs-
Toolbrunup area, or nearthe BluffKnoll
turn-off are likely places. The red-eared
firetail prefers wetter gullies with dense
vegetation. They are sometimes difficult
to detect, but can be found alongthe path
through the gully on the way up
Toolbrunup.

WHERE TO SEE BIRDS IN
THE RANGE

The Toolbrunup path is also the best
area to see birds of the wetter gullies.
Apart from the red-eared firetails, you
can observe white-breasted robins and,
possibly, red-winged fairy-wrens, as well
as more widespread species such as
western rosellas, white-browed scrub-

wrens and shining bronze-cuckoos.
Higher up, near the craggy tops, you
may be lucky enough to see a peregrine
falcon.

The Bluff Knoll tum-off is a good
place to see birds of the wandoo
woodlands.  Here,  ye l low-plumed
honeyeaters are often heard calling
noisily to each other. However, other
species also take note of their 'hawk'

alarm calls. At such times it is worrn
watching for  b i rds of  prey- the
Australian hobby (a small falcon) may
appear, chasing atree martin orapurple-
crowned lorikeet.

Another interesting bird of these
woodlands is the rufous treecreeper,
Studies by Allan Rose have shown that
treecreepers in this area are found
only in wandoo, where they have
territories ofabout five hectares. They
normally have two broods of young
each year, with the young from the
first brood helping to feed the young
from the second brood. The younS
birds attain adult plumage after six to
eight months, and can breed at the
end of their first year.

It is alsoworth lookingforbirds near

lAboue left: Colourlul red-capped
I parrots, found only in south-westem
I Australia, can often be seen in the
woodlands of the range.
Photo - Babs & BertWells/CALM

l,46ouer Rufous treecreep€rs feed on the
I trunks and, unusually for treecreepers,
I also on the ground. The best place to
see th€m in the range is near the Bluff
Knoll tum-off.
Photo - Bill Belson/Lochman Transparencies

I Zeft Australian owlet-nightiars are
I noctumal, but occasionally sit at the
I entrance to their hollows durinq the
day, when th€ alert observer could set
one in the woodland areas in the park.
Photo-M&lMorcombe

the Moingup Springs campsite, especially
in springtime. Here you can see many of
the birds ofthe marriand yatewoodlands:
red wattlebirds, red-capped parrots and
Carnaby's black-cockatoos can be found
breeding or roosting. Owlet-nightjars can
sometimes be se€n or heard in this area.
In nearby heath, you may see splendid
fairy-wrens and, if you are lucky or
persistent, southern emu-wrens.

From the Mount Trio carpark, crested
bellbirds and western whipbirds can be
heard calling. Patient observers may see
th€ whipbirds raking through the leaf
litter with their bills. This is also a good
area to see honeyeaters. A number of
plants-heath-leaved honeysuckle,
ch i t t ick ,  mounta in pea lNemcia
luteifloruml and bell-fruited malle e
(E uc a lgp I us p re i s si a na)-attract nectar-
eating birds while they are flowering.

Within a short walk of Red Gum
Springs picnic site are woodlands of
marri, yate, banksia andwandoo. A broad
range of woodland birds, including
wattlebirds, common bronzewings,
kookaburras, gerygones, thornbills and
honeyeaters, can be found here.

Thornbills, scrub-wrens, currawongs

^roscoru 4l
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Iletus
Jo lol?pard e Eurag .aaupu SurFrlS ar.ll
ur raqrua^oN ur ̂el ol u^^oul uaaq ̂luo
a^pq salrl palrel-alenbs alrq,^ ,uos€as

Burpaarq Uoqsp a^eq ol ulaassraqsrJAurl
parres uose?s qrea poolq altuts p
asrpl,{luo ̂llualedde pu? uoseas Sutpaalq
palf,ulsal alour p a^eq sartads.laqlo

.lsau

s.llquroql aql ul os op ol gulldulallp
uaaq peq ,{lqpunsald pue ,AAa ue ̂el ol
lnoqe se/r^ lr leql pa,l oqs tual.loru-lsod V
llaqr pal[I pu?^^opurrl ? olur /(aU,lsau
Ilrquroql e uro4 {p,rp paseqr Auraq sen
qrrqm 'oo{tnl-azuotq 

Aururqs e ,aBupu

?utlrqg aql u1ua,a.JJo auo u0'oolf,no
-azuorq Aururqs aql loJ lsor{ luanba.U e st
Ilrquroql srrlJ uospas p ur spoolq lpla^as
rpar aroJa.laql uEl ^aqJ .lauluns {ltea
olur pup Euuds '.talur^\ qAnolql Furpaalq
Surnurluof, pue '(aunf sp ̂ltpa sp ua^?
ro) {lnf ur Eur^el ,^pt{ se ̂Fea se qsau
Furplrnq pap.rocar uaaq a^pq sllrqulorll
padurn.l-Molla^,alduexa roJ .alaq

Furpaarq paprora: uaaq a^eq sarJads
oN-^UrqI JJo-ulnl IIouyJJnlg aqt reau
spuelpoorl oopuprl aql ur ^llsdbut.td
'aAuPU turlrrls aql ur Fulpaarq
prrq Aur{pnls uaaq spq asou uellV
'laqua^oN-raqolJ0 

Buraq {ead aql qlrm
'Fuuds ur paa.rq sprrq lsou.r q3noqllp
'aAu?U FurFrlS aql ur rea^ Jo aurl ,{ue
lsoruF l? lnJJo up) Furpaarq auos

cNICAgUg
.aruu aqt u!

q?adlaqlo pu? srql punole Auupos uaas
aq ̂etu salFpa pall?l-aapam rplnoelf,ads
'sraleafauoq pue soolJnr ,sa{uqs
-oo{lnJ AurpnlJur 'spllq 

Jo ^laup^
e lpa^ar osle ̂pu qled llouy Jlnlg aql
uo sartlnt aql olur Iler,!\ V.U?drer llouy
ljnlg aql rpau punoj aq uet sllrqaurds pue
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CAROLYN THOMSON

WILL THE WYAIJGTCHEM FOXGLOVE SURVIVE?
MIKE O'DONOGHUE & KEN ATK|NS.................................,..... 17
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AFTER THE BURN
MANDY CLEWS & NEIL BURBOWS

KENNEDY RANGE NATIONAL PARK
DAVID GOUGH & RON SHEPHERD 28

The I hrealened W|alkalchem foxg loue
is being giuen a helping hand bU
scientists from CALM and Kings Park
and Botanic Garden (see page 17).

Anew CALM book, Dive & Snorkel Sites
in Western Australia, will encourage
noDice diuers qnd snorkellers to explore
the rich and diuerse coastline ofWA.
See 'Secrets of the Sea' on page 10.

WA Goldfields timbers are fast becoming
recognised as prime materiob for
producing unrld-ckss musicql i6truments.
Su 'Musical Timbers' on page 48.

The common rock-rat, photoglaphed
here in the Kimberleg, hos recentlU
been recorded in the Kennedy Range
National Pafk. See poge 28 for a profile
of this wonderful wildemess orea.

BIRDS OF THE STIRUNG RANGE
ALLAN BURBIDGE & ALTAN ROSE

CUTTING OUT THE LEAFMINER
IAN ABBOTT. PAUI VAN HEURCK. TOM EUBBIDGE &
ALLAN WILLS

MUSICALTIMBERS
FELIX SKOWRONEK & IAN KEALLEY
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ENDANGERED THEvENARD IsI-AND MoUsE ................ 20
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The brilliant purple flowers of the
twining fringed lily (Thrsanotus
patersonii) erl\rined around the burnt
stem of a slender banksia lB. attenuata),
See 'After the Burn'on page 21.
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This nesling pair ofsplendid fairg-wrens
is one of lhe mang BirdsoftheSti ing
Ronge' kee page 36).

Oilqfl fl".fli'"r:t"x"ffilli"ill$#cff "'

,urnrrorr, 3




