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NEW MAP FOR NEW BIBBULMUN
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If you need proof that cats
are a serious threat to
populations of small to medium
sized native animals, take alook
at this graphic photograph
supplied by Neil Hardman of
Wanneroo.

The photograph, taken by
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/ Bibbulmun Track.

The first section
realigned—
.'H 65 kilometres from
’ / Kalamunda to Brookton
| Highway—was officially
opened by Environment
Minister Peter Foss last
August.

The upgrade is more than
just cosmetic, and by the end
of 1997 more than $1 millien
will have been injected into
the extended track that will
stretch 840 km from Perth to
Albany.

The ‘new’ Bibbulmun will
retain less than 20 per cent of
the existing track. There will
be new campsites, sleeping

' shelters, toilets, picnic tables,

barbecues, route markers and
other facilities, all designed to
make it easier for people to
use.

CALM will also produce a
new series of maps, especially
designed for Bibbulmun
walkers. By the end of the
project there will be maps
covering the northern section
of track through to the
Blackwood River (due for
completion by the end of 1996)
and the southern section
through to Albany (due for
completion by the end of
1997). The first in this series,
covering the 65 km section
between Kalamunda and the
Brookton Highway, is now
available*.

According to Ray Lawrie,
the cartographer in charge of
the project, the map represents
adeparture from CALM's usual
format, with track notes,
background information and

FAT CATS

lohn Read, an ecologist with
the Olympic Dam Mine at Roxby
Downs, shows the stomach
contents of a cat shot near the
mine, The cat’s stomach
contained 29 dragon lizards,
three skinks, a mouse and a
zebra finch. Another cat shot

nearby had four dragon lizards,
15 skinks and a zebra finchinits
stomach.

Cat predation is believed to
have caused thelocal extinction
of a number of vertebrate
species. It may also seriously
affect the continued survival of

| developments

profilesincluded for the benefit
of walkers.

“This time the information
has been weighted towards
the track-—making that the
focus and the main feature,”
he said.

Elements of the design were
borrowed from maps of the
Appalachian Trail in America,
while others are a CALM
innovation.

“Initial feedback on the
map has been very positive,
and given that it was the first of
its kind, | think the response
has been really good. There
will be some refinements to
the reprint, but the base
material and design will remain
the same,” Mr Lawrie said.

*The map, Bibbulmun
Track, Kalamunda-Brookton
Highway, costs 36.50 and is
available from outdoor shops,
RAC shops and selected
bookshops.

many native species persisting
at low population densities.
Control of feral catsisone of
the most pressing problems in
the conservation of threatened
vertebrates in Australia today.
However, hopeis on the horizon
inWestern Australia, with CALM
scientists involved in exciting
that may
eventually provide a practical

® method of feral cat control.

As part of Project Eden,
CALM’s wildlife conservation
program on Shark Bay's Peron
Peninsula, work continues on
the development of a series of
baits that are attractive to feral
cats.

Large-scale trials of these

& baitson the peninsula early next

yearwill provide CALM scientists
withimportant newinformation
in their fight against the feral
predation threal.
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Western black-footed rock-wallabies
are on the increase in Yardie Creek,
thanks to a CALM fox-baiting ;
program. Their numbers are being &
monifored by local four operators ~S==—
Neil and Rhonda McGregor. & 3
See our story on page 36.
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