


People who f tave l ived in a loresl

envir0n|nent,  and th0se wh0 sl i l l  d0, ha{s

a cl0ss allinity t'l,ith the domain of the

tree. Ihey know the l iv ing canopy as a

home, a provider and an entertainer. They

ln0w i ts fsel ,  i ts t0uch, i ls  smel l .  And

they have an undentanding ol  the

ec0system t0 which i t  belongs. l ' lowadays,

$, i lh m0st Is0ple l iv ing in urhan sprawl,

there is a need to have places where we

can g0 t0 learn about our f l rests.  The

new Iorest l |er i tage Centre al  0wel l ingup

is jusl  such a I lace.

By Mandy flews and

Tammie Reid
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This industry has gone from sirength to
strength in the manufacture ofelegantly
crafted fu fn itu re and de co fative artefacts,
lnJ h;rs thy lrutynti l l  tu bri.,mr.r nraj,,r
export earner and job creator for the
Sta t ( .  R( ( (n t  J (v ( lo lm<nts  in  k i ln  r . l r v ing
techniques for karriand marrihave meant
that furniture manufacturers are now
a b l e  t o  c a p i t a l i s e  o n  t h e  u n i q u e
ornamental properties of these timbers,
creating individual, high value, pieces.

HEART OF THE FOREST
Drvell ingup is nestled in a valley.

surrounded b1, regrorvth forest. This
prime location near the Murray River
$'as a traditional Aboriginal camping
place long before Duropean settlement.

With the establishment of the rail
l ink from Pinjarra. Dwellingup soon
became a regional centre of forestactivity.
and has remained so ever since. It \\ 'as at
the edge ofthe first State l ' lora and ! 'auna
Reserve rvhich, at 160 000 acres, was
th(  la rg (s r  a t  tha l  L im(  Jny \ r ,h ( re  in
Aust ra l ia .  But  in tense Jobby ing  by
sarnmi l l ing  ioncerns  saw i rs  ionvers ion
to a Timber Reserr,,e in 191 1, and it soon
b€came the natural convergence for the
net\\'ork of railways and roads car,red out
by the expanding timber industry.

Later, in 1928, the estab!ishment ofthe
first Forests Department office in the town
ushered in a nell eraofforest management,
where timber cutting was based on
regeneration and sustaining yield in the
forest. Dwellingup also became the site of
the first established Forestry Cadet School.

Through decades of intense activity
fue l led  by  economic  deve lopment ,
indus t r ia l  g rou , th ,  an  inc reased
understanding of nature consenration,
and policy and management reforms-
Du'ell ingup has kept in touch rvith the
natural environment, so it is f itt ing that
it should have been chosen as the site of
the Forest Heritage Centre.

A JARRAH ADVENTURE
Built in the shape of a gliant jarrah

bough.  the  complex  nes l les  peacefu l l y  in
its forested surroundings. Three leaf-
shaped. rammed earth buildings extend
from a welcoming, stem-like foyer. The
largest, central leaf houses the School
o [  Wood-a  facr l i t y  io r  demons l ra t ion
and training in the art of f ine wood
process ing  and qua l i t y  fu rn i tu re
production. The smaller' leaf extending

One of the most significant functions of the Forest Heritage Centre is to provide-
a training base for Western Australia's growing fine wood industry. The School ot
Wood has been operating at the Forest Heritage Centre since Septembei 1995. lt
offersweekend workshopsand longer-term courses in specialist sub,ects to profesiiona!
craftspeople, hobbyists, manual arts teachers, high school and TAFE students. The
tradition of learning about the forest wil l l ive on for those seeking inspiration among
the trees, birds and wildflou/ers of the iarrah forest, lust as it did for the young
foresters of ihe past.

Accommodation is available at thq former Forest Cadet School, now leased to the
centre by CALM. Some 400 forestry cadets went through the school between 1952 and'1991, when it closed following the development of tertiary courses and on-the-job
training. The newly renovated building.has a lecture theatre, kitchen and dining room,
recreation room with television and pot belly stove, and 1 6 rooms catering for up to 32
people. lt is available for national and interhational conferences and for use by other
ind ustria I oig a n isations, educational institutions, government departments, community
9roups and tounsts.

Recently, the board of management of the Forest Heritage Centre appointed the
first Director oI the School of Wood, Malcolm Harris: A respected fine wood
craftsman, Malcolm has designed and made commissions for private and corporate
clients, as well as having worked collaboratively with other designers on projects
such as furnishings for Parliament House in Canberra, Australia Pbst and HBF. He is
also an experienced teacher in the fields of wood-craft design and manufacture-

The School of Wood wil l foster the expertise and marketing acumen that wil l
place luxury items, skilfully crafted from exquisite Western Australian timbers, among
the most souoht-after aesthetic Droducts in the world.

to  the  u ,es t  p rov ides  a  ga l le r l ,  fo r
exhibit ion and sales offine wood products.
while the'leaf to the east introduces the
visitor to the ecology of the jarrah forest,
offering interactive displays as a prelude
to an interpretive walk.

Although itstreiches only400 metres,
the fully wheel-chair accessible Heritage
Centre Walk takes the visitor through a
cross-section of the jarrah forest. Starting
from the east leaf, the first phase of the
walk simulates what is happening beneath
the forest floor. A rammed-earth wall
depicts the soil structure of the forest
and the complex root system ofthe trees.

A stroll through the forest at ground
levelshows ihe effects ofthe ecologicallv
sustaining elements ofwaier and fire. An
a l te rna t ive  b iod ivers i ty  loop  o f fe rs
seasonal information on the plants and
animals of the forest system. Finally, a
short canopy $ralk takes visitors up to the
tree-tops, for an aerial perspective on the
forest system. Along the canopy walk,
visitors also get a bird's eye view oi the
craftspeopleatrvork in the School ofWood.

A five-year business plan anticipates
that the Forest Heritage Centre wil lcater
for an estimated 75 000 visitors a year
and, together with revenue generated by

I lt lalcolni Harris, the Director of the School of Wood; working with Bunnings
I New Talent Scholarshipholders.
I Photo Marie Lochman
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It uas a uery good gear in the
Wiklflower State. Find out just hou
good in our story on page 38-

Australiz has its own fomilia of
songbirds that are uerg different from
their Europeon namesakes. See 'True

Blue Birds' on page 45.

Quokkas were once uidespread on WA\
mainland, but the most uisible
populations are nou found onhtst hzo
islands. 'Where Haue All the Quokkas
Gone?' (See page 49.)
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Visitors can ualk in the treetops along a
series ofwalkwags, platforms and
stairuaqs at the new Forest Heritage
Centre in Dwellingup. (See page 10.)

A major suruey of the Camaruon Bosin
has recentlu been completed bu statr
hom CALM, the WA Museum and the
Uniaersitg ofWA. What did the! frnd?
(See page 15.)
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Westetn b lack-footed rock-wallabies
are on the increase in Yardie Creelc, .
thanlts to a CALM fox-baiting
program. Their numbers are being ,
mmitored by local tour operators 4
Neil and Rhonda McGregor. !
See our story onpage36. J
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