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Serpenline Notionol Por[ be$

known for the woterfoll fiol coyodes

over o sheer gronile foce, obounds with

fie scenir beouty of oncient londforms

ond verdont forests. These feotures,

l0geiher with its neorness t0 Perth, hove

otlrocied doy visitors for olmosl o

hundred yeors.

A droft monogement plon, prepored

by the Deportmenl of [onservolion ond

Lond Monogemeni, will help ensure fiot

the plonls, onimols, londscopes ond

culiurol heritoge thot hove ottrocted so

mony people in lhe post, remoin for

generoiions of future visiion

by Dovid Gough, Poul Brown,

Dovid Lomont ond Woyne Toylor
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EXPLORERS & SETTLERS
In late July, 1829-two months after

the Swan Riversettlementwas founded-
Captain Mark Currie led a party, which
included botanist James Drummond,'1o
ascertain uhether ang riuer ran'in the
area south-east of Mangles Bay. They
sailed south on HMS Challenger and,,
leaving the ship on 30July, headed inland
to camp overnight at Tamworth Hil l.
The following morning, after walking
some three miles [4.8 km], the party
came across a river'.. .of some magnitude,
but could not pursue it to its mouth,
owing toaman knocking up uithfotigue'
Idiary of Jane Currie]. Currie's journal
does not mention the river being named.
The first use of'Serpentine' to refer to rt
appeared on a map published for the
Jouma I o f t he Roy a I G e ograp h i c So c ie t g
in September 1832.

Much o i  the  land on  the  coas ta l  p la  in
between Lake Cooloongup and Pinjarra
was originally given over to Thomas Peel
in  la te  i829.  H is  p lan ,  wh ich  was
supported by the then Governor Stirl ing,
was to colonise the area with 400 settlers
broughtover from England. The scheme,
although apparently sound, was fraught
with disaster. (See also 'Yalgorup:A Place
of Lakes', LANDSCOPE, Autumn 1995.)

CLEARING, CUTTING &
MINING

Between 1850 and 1865, a new wave
ofsettlers began to establish themselves
at Pinjarra and along the Serpentine and
Murray Rivers. They cleared areas ofland
near permanent water, built makeshift
cottages and began farming for their own
supplies. [n the mid-1850s, Joseph Batt
built a large, water-powered flour mill at
Gooralong Brook and a smaller wheat
gristing mill at Carralong Brook. In 186",
the Spencer family bought the Carralong
Brook  proper ty  and bu i l t 'Spencer 's
Cottage', which sti l l  remains and was
placed in the Register of Heritage Places
in October 1994.

In 1870, a lease was negotiated to cut
t imber  f rom the  100 000-hec tare
Jarrahdale Timber Concession, part of
which is now included in the eastern
section of the park. Over the next 50
years, a number of mil ls and a network of
wooden railways were built. Very soorr,
large quantit ies of t imber were being
taken from the Serpentine valley-in fact,
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in the booming timber days, Jarrahdale
was the largest centre of population
behveen Fremantle, Bunbury and York.

Also around that t ime, part of the
area now within lhe park was mined for
gold and silver, although there is doubt
as to whether the reported gold strike
was genuine. Remains of the old mines
persisted unti l 1981, when several open
shafts were fi l led because they were
considered dangerous.

EARLY RESERVES
Bythe 1890s, so much land had beerr

cleared for farming, cut for timber or
mined, that people began to realise the
native vegetation and animals were
d isappear ing .  Three years  a f te r  i t s

formation in 1891, theWesternAustralarr
Natural History Society petit ioned the
State Government to set aside a reserve
to protect native vegetation, wildflowers
andanimals.In Fcbruary 1894, the State's
first Reserue for Fauna and Flora
160 000 acres between Pinjarra, North
Danda lup  and Ban n is te r -was
proclaimed. But it didn't take long before
there were demands to reduce this area
to provide more timber.

Surveyor Absalon visited the area in
1902 and reported that the Reserve was
entirely unsuitable. He recommendeq lI
be cancelled and opened up for orchard
blocks and timber leases. Despite local
protests, the reserve was cancelled in
1911. However, Absalon also visited the
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The track has recently been realigned
closer to the brook and new woooen
platforms and bridges have been built.
You cross the brook,s at a small gauging
weir and return to the carpark through
jarrah forest and pine plantation. This
part of the trail provides good views to
the ocean.lfyou're short oftime, you can
cross the brook about halfi,ray down to
the gauging weir and return along the
otherbank. But ifyou have a few hours to
spare, follow the wilderness track from
the gauging weir along the gorge to the
Serpentine Falls.

No camping is allowed atthe falls, but
there are two trails. The Falls Trail is a
short 500-metre interpretive trail that
leads to the falls and is accessible by
wheelchair. The longer Baldwin's Bluff
Nature Trail runs uphill from the picnic
area along a small tr ibutary of the
Serpentine River to the top of a 180-
metre granite outcrop. From here you
can clearly see the falls to the east -

especially picturesque in late afternoon
as the sun goes do\,\in. Looking out over
the coastal plain, you can clearly see the
tallbuildings ofPerth's city skyline to the
north-west, Rockingham to thewest and
the ocean near Mandurah a little farther
south-west.

There are also plans foranewwalktrail
to be constructed between the Serpentine
Falls and the Pipehead Dam.

Away from the main picnic areas,
walkers can explore fire breaks and
management tracks to discover some
remote and beautiful parts ofthe park. If
you decide to explore some of these less
visitedareas, besure to letthe ranger know
where you are heading and what time you
are likelyto return. And don't forget to tell
him or her when you get backl

The most comfortable time to go
walking in Serpentine National Park is
from late autumn to mid-spring, when
t€mperatures are lower and fewerpeople
visit. But its closeness to Perth makes it
an attractive parkatany time oftheyear,
providing walking, wildlife observation,
picnickingand camping. Duringsummer,
the number of visitors rises considerably,
but in winter and spring, there is no
doubt the main attraction is the stunning
displays of wildflowers.

PLANTS
The besttime tosee thewildflowers rs

from July to November, with September
presenting the finest displays; when the
hillsides andwooded areas become a blaze
of colour.

Jarrah, marri and wandoo are the
most common species oftree to be found
within the park and they occur together
and as discrete communities. But the
park is important for two geographically
restricted tree species. The Darling Range
ghost gum (Eucalgptus loeliael, s
restricted to an area between Darlington
and Harvey, and can be seen in the north
ofthe park above the falls. It is generally
associated with drainage lines near
granite outcrops. The salmon white gum
(Eucalgptus lane-poole1) is found at the
foot of the scarp. Wilson's grevillea
(Greuillea wilsonii) is a small shrubwith
brilliant red flowers that thrives in the
jarrah forest, particularly after fire.
Tucked away in various gullies along the
hillside, from where streams feed into
the Pipehead Dam, are tall tree ferns.
These introducedplantsgivearainforest
feel tothesometimesdeepand mysterious
gullies.

The slopesabove the falls are covered

I Visitors can get a good view of the
I Serpentine Falls and river from the
I viewing platform.
Photo - Dennis Sarson/Lochman
Transparencies

in spindly grevillea (G. endlicheriana),
which is restricted to the scarp between
Bindoon and Serpentine. From July to
November,white flowers are held aboura
metre above the main plant on almost
l€afless stems. Coral vine (Kennedia
coccinea\, with its brilliant red-orange
flowers, rambles over other plants in the
jarrah forest.

Granite outcrops support diverse and
often unique plant communities. They
act aswater catchments for fire-sensitrve
ephemeral or resurrection plants such as
pincushions (Borya spp.). These clumpy
perennial herbs are prickly with white
flowers between August and October. As
moisture is depleted, the plantsappearto
die, becoming brittle and turning bright
orange. After the first rains, they
'resurrect' and fl ower again.

Donkey orchids (Druzs spp.) are often
found around the granite outcrops, with
spider orchids (Caladenia spp.) and
greenhoods \Pterostylis spp.) being
abundant in other areas. Trigger plants
(Stglidium spp.) form pink carpets in
spring.

Sundews are common in the park,
with the giant sundew Q)rosera giganteal
being found south ofScrivener Road. Cut-
leaf dry andr as (Dry an dra p ra em o rm), with
their yellow flowers, are common on rne
fim north of the falls. Other dryandras
includepingle lD. carduacea), a large shrub
similar in appearance to parrot bush (D
sess/rs) and a favourite with black
cockatoos, and couch honeypot (D. niueal ,
a small plant with fern-like leaves and
large orange flowers.

Although there have been no formal
flora surveys of the area, one threatened
plant-the rare summer pimelea (P.
rara)-and the priority listed Acacia
horridula. have been found in the park.

ANIMALS
The park aboundswith birdlife. 0ften

seen are red-capped parrots, western
rosellas, red-tailed andwhite-tailed black
cockatoos, and yellow robins. Red-eared
firetails are sometimes seen below the
falls. In all, some 70 of the 100 species
known to occur on the Darling Scarp
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MANAGEMENT
One of the major management

concerns  sur round ing  Serpent ine
National Park is the threat ofthe spread
of Phgtophthora cinnamomi, the
organism that causes dieback. Some areas
are badly affected, with trees and
wildflowers dying off. As in other
CALM-managed areas, a full survey of
the effects of dieback in the park wil l
b e  c o m p  I e t e  d  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t
s t ra teg ies  imp lemented to  p ro tec t
those areas not affected and minimrse
further spread.

Weedsare aproblem in some areas of
the park, particularly around the creeks.
Weeds d isp lace  na t ive  p lan ts  by
s u c c e s s f u  l l y  c o m p e t i n g  f o r  l i g h t .
nutrients and water, and consequently
have serious effects on animal habitats.
Watsonias. arum li l ies. castor oil plants,
cotton bush and blackberries are the
main culprits. The draft management
p lan  proposes  a  f i ve-year  weed
management program to control weed
invas ions  in  a reas  o f  g rea tes t
conservation value and environmental
threat, and to rehabil itate areas denuded
by these cont ro l  measures  w i th
appropriate local species.

Visitor numbers and patterns of use
wiil be monitored using traffic counters
at the Serpentine Falls and Gooralong
recreation sites. In addition, visitor
surveys and interviews will be conducted
to determine use, preferences and
sat is fac t ion ,  so  as  to  inves t iga te
alternative or additional recreation uses
and make appropriate modifications to
management practices, to ensure visitors
enjoy their visit in a safe, clean and tidy
envlronment.

Historically, one ofthe most popular
recreation activit ies at the Serpentrne
Falls has been swimming in the pool
beneath the falls. Although swimming is
discouraged by CALM for health and
safety reasons, numerous accidents have
sti l l  occurred at this site with visitors
d iv ing ,  jumping  or  fa l l ing  on to
submerged rocks. Steps wil l continue to
be taken to discourage these dangerous
activities through additional signs and
public education programs.

These and other management issu€s
are discussed in detail in the draft
management plan. Take the time to read
it and put forward your ideas and

concerns. The Serpentine Falls National
Park has attracted recreational visitors
for nearly a century and it continues to
offer many ofthe features that attracted
our  ances tors .  Through care fu l
management and public consultati<_rn,
CALM aims to help ensure the park
retains those features for our childrcn
and our children's children.
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David Gough is Editor of
I"ANDSCOPE and a
communications officer at CALM's
Corporate Relations Division. He
can be contacted on (09) 3S9 8644.
Paul Brown is Program Leader
Nature Conservation for CALM's
Swan Region and a member of the
Serpentine National Park planning
team. He can be contacted on
(09)390 5977.

I The quacking frog {Crinia georgianal
I is one of three frogs recorded from the
I park.
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David Lamont is Executive Officer of CALM's Roadside Conservation Committee and
former Ranger-in-Charge ofSerpentine Np. He can be contacted on (09) 334 0333.
Wayne Taylor is the current Ranger in-Charge at Serpentine National park and can
be contacted on (09) 525 2128.

The authors acknowledge the valuable assistance of CALM,s Serpentine National
Park planning team members Denise Allen and Rob Towers; author Neil Coy; Steve
Corsini at the Aboriginal Affairs Department; the Department of Land
Administration and the Battye Library.
Much ofthe historical information was obtained from Neit Coy. His b ook,A Histols
of Serpentine-Jalrahdale, is published by the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale.
The Draft Management Plan for Seeentine National park will be released for public
comment soon.
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It uas a uery good gear in the
Wiklflower State. Find out just hou
good in our story on page 38-

Australiz has its own fomilia of
songbirds that are uerg different from
their Europeon namesakes. See 'True

Blue Birds' on page 45.

Quokkas were once uidespread on WA\
mainland, but the most uisible
populations are nou found onhtst hzo
islands. 'Where Haue All the Quokkas
Gone?' (See page 49.)
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Visitors can ualk in the treetops along a
series ofwalkwags, platforms and
stairuaqs at the new Forest Heritage
Centre in Dwellingup. (See page 10.)

A major suruey of the Camaruon Bosin
has recentlu been completed bu statr
hom CALM, the WA Museum and the
Uniaersitg ofWA. What did the! frnd?
(See page 15.)
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Westetn b lack-footed rock-wallabies
are on the increase in Yardie Creelc, .
thanlts to a CALM fox-baiting
program. Their numbers are being ,
mmitored by local tour operators 4
Neil and Rhonda McGregor. !
See our story onpage36. J
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