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I r"r?. Fox-baiting in the Cape Range rs
I helping to increase the numbers of
I western black-footed rock-wallabies.
Photo . Geoff Taylor/Loc h ma n Transparencies

lBelow left: Tour operators Neil and
I Rhonda McGregor regularly count rock-
I wallabies during their boat tours.
Photo - Tony Tapper

| 8elora: Neil McGregor enters the day s
I count on his home computer.
! Photo - Tony TaDDer

| Boffom.' Western black-footed rock-
I wallabies are a key atlyaction for visitors
I to the Cape Range.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

good for busin€ss to have more rock-
wallabies about, and from CALM's
viewpoint, its good conservation as well.

This is eco-tourism at its best; an
example ofa government agency and the
private sector having a common interest
in promoting the welfare and abundance
of wildlife.

population crash as 30 per cent of the
animals seen during lg93 went missing
dur ing th€ tour is t  o f f -season.
For tunat€ ly ,  the decl ine was only
temporary, as the trendthroughout 1994
and 1995 is upward.

We know the declinewas real becatrse
ofthe quality ofthe data. This is because
the line transect alongYardie Creek is so
highly replicated-a statistician's dream.

Given the above scenario, what can
we conclude about the effectiveness of
CALM's twice-yearly baiting experiment?
Is it adequate?

The Yardie Creek data, being so
extensive, allows scientists to conclude,
with certainty, that the population did
increase following the introduction of
fox control. But what caused the miru-
crash of 1993?

Briefly, the evidence suggests that
the six-month interval between baitings
is too long. This lengthy interval allows
foxes to re-invade an area, and provides
ample timeforthem to kill enoughrock-

wallabies to reverse previous gains. But
this does not happen every year; bouts
of predation can happen sporadically,
and there is no way to predict when
such events will happen. The solution
is to increase the baiting frequency to
four times a year, thereby removing
offending foxesbeforethey do too much
damage.

There are good reasons to continue
fox baiting in the Cape Rang€, not only
from a conservation viewpoint, but also
for economic reasons. A conspicuously
abundant population of rock-wallabres
contributes to the tourism potential of
the Exmouth region.

The tour along a spectacular, picture-
postcard gorge is a memorable experience
in itself, but even more so when visitors
see at close range, infant rock-wallabres
peering out of pouches or snuggled up
next to proud mothers.

Neiland Rhonda readily concede that
the presence of rock-wallabies is one of
the key attractions of their tour. It's

Jack Kinnear is a principal
rcsearch scientist with the
Department of Conseivation
and Land Management's
Science and Information
Division (Woodvale), and has
been carrying out research into
the causes ofthe decline of
western black-footed rock-
wallabies since 1979.

Jack can be contacted on
(09) 405 5100.
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It uas a uery good gear in the
Wiklflower State. Find out just hou
good in our story on page 38-

Australiz has its own fomilia of
songbirds that are uerg different from
their Europeon namesakes. See 'True

Blue Birds' on page 45.

Quokkas were once uidespread on WA\
mainland, but the most uisible
populations are nou found onhtst hzo
islands. 'Where Haue All the Quokkas
Gone?' (See page 49.)
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Visitors can ualk in the treetops along a
series ofwalkwags, platforms and
stairuaqs at the new Forest Heritage
Centre in Dwellingup. (See page 10.)

A major suruey of the Camaruon Bosin
has recentlu been completed bu statr
hom CALM, the WA Museum and the
Uniaersitg ofWA. What did the! frnd?
(See page 15.)
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Westetn b lack-footed rock-wallabies
are on the increase in Yardie Creelc, .
thanlts to a CALM fox-baiting
program. Their numbers are being ,
mmitored by local tour operators 4
Neil and Rhonda McGregor. !
See our story onpage36. J

Illustration b u Philiwa Nikulinsky
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