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ENJOYID ONE OF THE BIST

WILDII,OY/ER SEASONS IOR DECADIS.

Tnl wrmnn or 1995 w,rs wm,

COLD AND PROTMCTID, AND OUR

WONI,D RENOWNED NATIVI PLANTS

RESPONDID IN THEIR VARIOUS WAYS,

Nrvrrre Mlncnmlr, nnou CALM's

Bro-nesouncts Gnour, lrscnlnEs

WHAT MADI TIIIS YEAR SO

SPECTACULAR.
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lAboue: An open plain at the base of
f l lounl Auguslus with mulga, sennas.
I the pink-flowered cotton bush. pale
yellow goodenias, daisies and the
straggling burra (Eremophila fraseri),
with its pink flower bases.
Photo Bil l Bachman

I Rrglf One of a few species of vine which
I dwell in southern forests. the coral vine
I can climb many metres into the tree
canopy, or clamber on the ground. It is
spectacular because of its brilliant heads
of red, pink and yellow pea flowers.
Photo - Alex Bond

ofthe low heathlands or the understorey
of the dry forests and woodlands.

Grass-like plants and the famous
kangaroo pau,sabound. Orchids, too, are
well represented, but these are mosr,ry
ground-dwelling species and not ones
that have evolved in the tree tops and
mossy  rock  faces  o f  the  eas tern
rainforests.

Many of thewildfl owers near Kalbarrr,
farther inland and on the spectacularly
species-rich sandplains between perth
and Ceraldton are, l ike the species in the
wetter pats of the South West, mostly
shrubby species such as Melaleuca and
the wa.\ genus Chamelaucium, which
0ower during early to mid-August. This
year, flowering extended into October,
and the winter-flowering species were
sti l l  displaying as the early summer
flowers came into bloom. That is \,\,hat
made 1995 so special, the whole flowering
season was extended so that species
normally separated in fl owering time were
seen blooming together.
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of the seed supply in the soil. The
numerous animals, especially the birds
and insects that depend either directly or
indirectly on the nectar or the seeds are
attracted by the extra food of a bumper
year. But it is notjust the native animals
tha t  benef i t .  Western  Aus t ra l ia  s
wildfl owers attract thousands of visitors
each year. They come from overseas and
interstate to revel in the magnificent
displays captured so graphically on these
pages. It is during seasons l ike this that
Western Australia can truly boast the
tit le 'The Wildflower State'.

I Succulent plants are noI characteristr(
I ofAustralian arid zone vegetation.
I Exceptions are the pigfaces and this
parakeelya, a species oI Calandrinia
which dominates the alkaline soil of this
clay pan in the Murchison.
Photo - Bill Bachman

I This species of mulla mulla clings to
I lhe southern rim of Weano Gorge near
I Oxers Lookout in Frarijini National Park.
Apart from the yellow S€necro and the
snappy gums, the rocky slopes are
dominated by hummocks of spinifex
grass, which have become green in
response to recent rain.
Photo - Bill Bachman

I The spectacular scarlet banksia
llB. coccinea), photographed here in the
I Stirl ing Range National Park, has a few
stems each topped with a head of
hundreds of small flowers.
Photo - Alex Bond

I The introduced rosy dock (Rumer
luesicariusl is so common it is often
I mistaken for a native. lts bladdery
flowers and fruits are red-veined, hence
the common name.
Photo - Bill Bachman
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It uas a uery good gear in the
Wiklflower State. Find out just hou
good in our story on page 38-

Australiz has its own fomilia of
songbirds that are uerg different from
their Europeon namesakes. See 'True

Blue Birds' on page 45.

Quokkas were once uidespread on WA\
mainland, but the most uisible
populations are nou found onhtst hzo
islands. 'Where Haue All the Quokkas
Gone?' (See page 49.)

THE FOREST HERITAGE CENTRE
TAMMIE REID & MANDY CI.EWS
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AIIAN BUBBIDGE & NORM MCKENZIE
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NEVILLE MABCHANT

TRUE BLUE BIRDS
I.-ES CHRISTIDIS & ALLAN BURBIDGE

WHERE HAVE ALLTHE OUOKKAS GONE?
ELtaEErH STNCTATR & KEITH MORRIS ................................ 49
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Visitors can ualk in the treetops along a
series ofwalkwags, platforms and
stairuaqs at the new Forest Heritage
Centre in Dwellingup. (See page 10.)

A major suruey of the Camaruon Bosin
has recentlu been completed bu statr
hom CALM, the WA Museum and the
Uniaersitg ofWA. What did the! frnd?
(See page 15.)
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Westetn b lack-footed rock-wallabies
are on the increase in Yardie Creelc, .
thanlts to a CALM fox-baiting
program. Their numbers are being ,
mmitored by local tour operators 4
Neil and Rhonda McGregor. !
See our story onpage36. J
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