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PERTH OBSERVATORY NOW I.]NDER CALM MANTI,E
When Perth Observatory

became partof CALM's Science
a n d  I n f  o  r m a t i o  n  D i v i s i o n
earlier this year, staff were
delighted, according to the
Covernment Astronomer and
Perth Observatory Director Dr

James Biggs.
"We expect to give even

bet te r  serv ice  to  the
community now that we can
tap into the department's
marketing expertise and its
computer support services-
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  a  s m a l l
operation like ours, with only
I 2 staff, was previously unable
to afford," Dr Biggs said.

D r  B i g g s  s a i d  t h a t
Observatory staff werefamiliar
w i t h  C A L M ' s  c o m m  u n i t y
education projects, having
occasionally joined forces with
The Hills Forest staff in its Co
Eush/ program.

"Armed with small, easily
transportable, but powerful
telescopes, Observatory staff
have taken community groups
on night-time excursions, all
of which were enthusiastically
received bythose taking part,"
Dr Biggs said.

"We've also enjoyed a
mutually beneficial relationship
with CALM's local f irejig hting
staff, who do their best to
res t r i c t  the i r  p  rescr ibed
b u r n i n g  t o  t i m e s  w h e n
observation conditions are
likely to be at their worst.

"The Observa tory  has
another reason to celebrate
1 996-it 'sthe CentenaD/year,
when several events, such as
public concerts underthe stars
and historical exhibit ions at
the old ObseNatory buildings
a r e  p l a n n e d  t o  m a r k  i t s
passa9e."

Director of Science and
Information Dr j im Armstrong
said that he welcomed the
Perth Observatory into the
Division.

"The Observa tory  w i l l
b roaden CALM's  sc ience

profi le. The Observatory's
sc ience s ta f f  has  an
international reputation and
an e  nv iab le  pu  b l i ca t io  n
record," Dr Armstrong said.

CALM's  Sc ience and
Information Division has been
very successfulat involving the
volunteer community in its
research  p  rog  ra  ms.  Th is
volunteer involvement can be
readily extended to lncludethe
Observatory and wil l greatly
assist the scientists there with
their community education
programs."

The Perth Observatory is
in  Walnu t  Road,  B ick ley ,
where guided publictours are
conducted at 3.00 pm each
Sunday. The popular night
toursare conducted oneweek
each month with the next
s ix  months  fu l l y  booked.
People wishing to en,oy a
n igh t  tour  shou ld  make the i r
reserva t ions  we l l  a  hea d .
G r o u p s  a r e  a l s o  m  o s t
welcome to book weekday
t o u r s  b y  p h o n i n g  t h e
Observatoryon (09) 293 8255
b e t w e e n  8 . 3 0 a m  a n d
4.30pm.
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ITS BACK: THE RETURN OF THE WOYLIE
TONY START, JACKIE COURTENAY & KEITH MORRIS .........,I0

WHALES AND DOLPHINS OF WESTERN
AUSTHALIA
oAROLYN THOMSON & DOUG COUGHBAN ........................... 16

DESERT SPHING
KATE HOOPEB & DAVID PEARSON

PORONGURUP NATIONAL PARK
IAN HERFOBD &ANN BURCHELL

WORKING TOGETHER
JOHN ELYITI. ANDBEW BIJRgIDGE. ANDREW BBOWN
& KATE HOOPER

A SEASONED PERFORMANCE
TERRY JONES

BROOME AND BEYOND
KEVIN KENNEALLY

IN PERSPECTIVE

BUSH TELEGRAPH

ENDANGERED ruMULUs sp8rNGS ................................ 47

URBAN ANTICS

23

28
Thonks largelg to CALM'S foc-control
programs, the recoaerv of the uo,Iie
has beqn so sutift that the species has
nou bem taken off the threatened fauna
list (see page 10).

Spring flowers thriae on a moss carpet
---tne of the range of attractions on
olfer hr the Porcngurup National Park
(see page 28).

43

The rose mallee is just one species
benefiting from action by recoaerg teams
working together for conseruotion
(see page 36).
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This killer uhale, photographed at
Ningaloo, is one of 36 marine
mammals liaing off the WA coastline.
Read about them on page 16.

I,ANDSCOPE Erped? ioners made some
interating discoueies during last year\
expedition to Queen Victoria Sping.
Read all about them on page 23.

A neu book, Broome and Beyond,
takes an in-depth look at
the plants, such as this

people and cultures of the Dampier
Peninsula, in Westem Australia's
Kimberley Region. The
story on Wge 48 taka a
brief glimpse into this
exciting neu book.
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