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ridge in front of the blowholes, and
s lender  po in ted  f l ippers .  The i r  b low is
vertical and may be nine metres high.
The species feeds principally on dense
s w a r m s  o f  k r i l l  ( t i n y  s h r i m p - l i k e
crustaceans) taken near the surface, and
probablydoes notdivedeeply. Bluewhales
may live an impressive 80 years or more.

Another  ba leen wha le ,  B  ryde 's
( p r o n o u n c e d ' b r o o d a h s ' J  w h a r e
(Balaenoptera edeni), was among the sea
creatures that amazed the public and
marine biologists when they were filmed
in June 1993, taking part in an incredible
feeding frenzy at Cape Cuvier, on the WA
coast near Carnarvon. Thewhales, mouths
agape and baleen exposed, were seen
lunging through massive swarms of
anchovies that had become trapped against
the cliffs, where they formeda ready-made
meal for a number ofwhales, sharks and
other predators. The feeding frenzy
continued for weeks and is now believed
to be a regular occurrence at this time of
theyear. Bryde swhalessometimesbreach
clearoutof thewaterandaredistinguished
by the three ridges, which run from the
front ofthe head to the blowholes, on tr-rp
oftheir quite slender bodies. Adults may
reach up to 14 metres, with femares
being slightly larger than males. Unlike
the tall, slender blow of the blue whale,
Bryde'swhale has a bushy blow that rises
in a cloud three to four metres high. In
WA, these mammals are found frorn
SharkBay northwards and range through
the world'swarm temperate, subtropical
and tropical waters.

SPERM WHALES
The distinctive sperm whales (Phgseter

macrocep ha Iu s) ar e f ound relatively close
tothe mainland in theAlbany area (where
the continental shelf extends only 20
nautical miles offshore), which was the
reason for the existence of the former
Cheyne Beach Whaling Station. These
whales were hunted for their oil and

I Aboue ight: This haby long-finned
I pilol whale stranded on Garden lsland
I in 1995. lt \a'as probably born
prematurely and died soon afterwards.
Photo Doug Coughran

I Rrghl: Sperm whales are found
I relatively close to the mainland in the
I Albany area, and may one day form the
basis of a whale-watching industry therr.
Photo K€lvin Aitken/ANT Photo Library
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f ive-metre-high blows. Unlike those of
anyother largewhale, the blowhole ison
the leftofthe headand theblow is lopsided
and projects forward. These majestic
animals, inhabiting waters at least 180
metres deep, are the largest toothed
whales, and can grow to more than 18
metres and weigh up to 60 tonnes.

$,gmy sperm whales ( Kogia breuiceps)
are oceanic andthought to reside seaward
of the contin€ntal slope, with females
and their young possibly moving on to
the continental shelf to feed. Pygmy
sperm whales consume oceanic squids
and cuttlefish, alongwith small amounts
of fish or deep sea shrimp. Found rn
temperate, tropical and subtropical seas
and reaching a maximum length of little
more than three metres, these slow-
moving mammals have a r€latively short
head with a narrow, underslung mouth
beneath a bulbous snout. The snout,
conta in ing  the  spermacet i  o rgan.  i s
pointed in young animals, but becomes
rectangular with age. The blowhole is
positioned on the top left-hand side of
the head. A distinguishing feature is the
light, bracket-shaped marking on each
side of the head, which is sometimes
refered to as a'false gil l ' .  Singleanimals
or mother-calf pairs occasionally strand,
but may be confusedwith sharks because
of the shape of the head.

The dwarf sperm whale \Ko g ia simus)
is anotherspecies that is rarely seen.It is
the smallest of all whales and has a
snubbed, squarish snout. The dorsal fin
is talland broad at the base and its shape
resembles that of many dolphin species.
Dwar f  sperm wha les  are  found
throughout tropical, subtropical and
temperateseas in both hemispheres. They
forage in groups of 10 or less, taking a
variety ofsmall prey such as tiny cuttlefish
at depths of more than 250 metres.

BEAKED WHALES
Mysterious oceanic creatures with

strange dolphin-like bealis have been known
to strand on our shores. Strap-toothed
beaked whales (ylaoplodon logardii)
and scamperdown whales (M. gragi)
strand quite frequently on the southern
WA coxt. Mesoplodon is derived from a
combination of three Creek words that
mean'having a tooth in the middle ofthe
jaw', and males have hvo massive teem
protruding from either side of theirarched
lower jaw. Strap{oothed whales, usually
five to six metres long, derive their name
fromthe bizarre, strap-like teeth found in
adult males. The tips grow up and back,
until they almost meet outside the beak
above the upper jaw. In fact. the ja\^i is
unable to fully open, but the whale is still
able to feed. The teeth are not visible in

I The lndo-Pacific humpbacked dolphin
I is common in coastal habitats of
I tropicaland some subtropical areas,
such as Ningaloo Marine Park.
Photo - Kelvin Aitken/ANT Photo Library

young an imals  and females .  The
scamperdown whale, with an average
length of about five metres, has a long,
narrow beak that becomes white with
maturity. Its head is small, and the lower
jaw of the male has two small triangular
teeth near the middle of the beak.
Scamperdown whales stranded near
Dunsborough have been successfully
returned to the ocean on severaloccasioru.
The social structure of this species has
some degree of cohesion, as more than
one animal may become stranded.

A male Blainville's beaked whale (M
densiro s t ris) wasf ound dead at Two Rocks,
north of Perth, in November 1990, the
first recorded stranding inWA. The cause
of death was unknown. Blainville's beaked
whales can be recognised bytheirunusual
lowerjaws, which are raised in an arch. A
huge forward-tilting tooth grows on the
peak of this arch and in males it may be
higher than the forehead and covered in
barnacles. Adults grow up to five metres
long. Females appear to develop white
jaws and calvesare lighter in colour. Scars
suggest that they may be attacked by
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Thonks largelg to CALM'S foc-control
programs, the recoaerv of the uo,Iie
has beqn so sutift that the species has
nou bem taken off the threatened fauna
list (see page 10).
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The rose mallee is just one species
benefiting from action by recoaerg teams
working together for conseruotion
(see page 36).
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This killer uhale, photographed at
Ningaloo, is one of 36 marine
mammals liaing off the WA coastline.
Read about them on page 16.

I,ANDSCOPE Erped? ioners made some
interating discoueies during last year\
expedition to Queen Victoria Sping.
Read all about them on page 23.

A neu book, Broome and Beyond,
takes an in-depth look at
the plants, such as this

people and cultures of the Dampier
Peninsula, in Westem Australia's
Kimberley Region. The
story on Wge 48 taka a
brief glimpse into this
exciting neu book.
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