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Porongurup Range have been diff icult to
trace, the range has been traditionally
regarded as  a  h igh ly  s ign i f i can t
ceremonial place-a view sti l l  held by
Nyoongar (locally spelt Noongar') people
today. It is connected to Perth by a
Dreaming Track, used for journeys
linking important locations.

The area is also known for the
presence of'spirits'. The janak, an e'trl
spirit. is particularly feared. Aboriginal
people try to avoid the range at night
because the /anaft is attracted by the
smell of fat cooking on a camp fire.
Another is the mummerg, a friendly
spirit in the form of a small hairy man.

Aboriginal people occupied areas near
the rang€ for thousands ofyears. Evidence
ofthe economic importance ofthese areas
to the Nyoongars occurs in reports by
early European explorers, who noted
cleared pathways running to and from
the range and around it, as well as large
areas of mosaic burning. Although no
archaeo log ica l  s i tes  have ye t  been
recorded in the national park, one artefact
scatter nearby has been registered.

Nyoongar  peop le  a re  keen to
maintain their traditional t ies \a'ith the
land, and in particular, to ensure that
their culture is transferred to future
generations. Local elders take groups of
school children into the park to teach

them about Nyoongar traditions and
culture. Stories about the formation of
the mountains and about mythological
beings are sti l i  passed from generation
to generation within the Nyoongar
community.

EXPLORERS AND SETTLERS
When Englishman Captain Matthew

FIinders, aboard HMS Inuestigator, first
recorded sighting the Stirl ing Range on
5 January 1802, he must also have seen
the Porongurup, but probably thought
them to be the same range.

Maj  o r  Edmund Lockyer ,  the
representative of the Covernor of New
South Wales, observed the Porongurup
Range through his telescope in 1826. He
noted  the  fo l iage  o f  the  ta i l  t rees
surrounding them and conjectured that
the range was a more ferti le area. He
made an expedition north from the
settlement of King Ceorge Sound (then
an outpost of NSW) on 13 February
1827, in the vicinity ofthe upper Kalgan
River.

Although the Porongurup Range was
v is ib le  to  these ear ly  se t t le rs  o f
Fredrickstown (Albany), it u,as not unti l
1 8 2 8  i h a t  a  p a r t y ,  l e d  b y  C a p t a i n
Wakefield, climbed the hil lon the eastern
side of the range. Wakefield learnt the
names o f  the  southern  rande

(Purringorep, no\\r the Porongu rup
Range)  and the  nor thern  range
lCorjemurruf. now the Stirling Range
a f t e r  G o v e r n o r  S t i r l i n g )  f r o m  h i r
Aboriginal guides Mokare and Nankina.

The next official expedition uras made
by Ensign Dale in 1832. In his journal of
the expedition Dale noted:

' 'Onthe22nd 
Uanu.rry 18321,\,veproceeded

five miles, preservinga N. b, E. Course, to
a large lake $,ith an island in the centre
called Morandee. As Nankina informed us
that we should not f ind any water t i l l  we
reachedthe Kalganor French river, distant
about eleven miles, we stopped here for
tu'o hours F-rom Morandee u'e proceeded
overhil ls of moderate elevation, ascending
gradua l ly  the  eas tern  s ide  oF the
Ponongurup l.'lcl Mountains. . .'

On the return journey, Dale camped
with his party on the northern edge ofthe
range and then trav€rs€d it through what
is now Mill inup Pass.

Botanist James Drummondalsowrote
of tu,o visits (1843 and 1848) to collect
plant specimens for shipment to other
botanists in England. He wrote of a'f ine
ye l low f lowered spec ies  o I  V i l la rs ia .  . . .
I lhe leaves ofl some plants fully a fool in
breadth .  I  ga thered th is  p lan t  on
Christmas Day 1843 in the crevices ofthe
hummocks ofgranite rock called Stirl ing
Castle on the very top of the Range'
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areas dominating the laterite soils ofthe
lower slopes, are where the grear€st
percentage ofthe T50plantspecies in the
range occur.ln earlyspring, these forests
explode into colour, with the acacia and
hovea shrubs competing to be the most
vivid. Approximately 55 ofthe Zl species
oforchid in the range can also be found
here, aswell as 50species ofthe proteaceae
family of plants, which include the
banksias, dryandras, hakeas and grevillias.

The white sandy areas support a wealth
of heathland plants, and small areas of
swamp are home to sedges and melaleucas.

The winter rains unlock anomer
surprising kaleidoscope, as the colourful
and fascinating forms of more than 300
speciesof fungus emerge fromthe rotting
Iogs and leaf litter.

Wth such avariety ofhabitats, it is to be
expected that the variety of animals in the
area would be extensive. Seventy_one bird
species have so far been recorded in the
Porongurup Range and include Baudin's
black ccrckatoo (Calqp t orhW c hus baudin i I
and the red-eared firetail lEmblemo
oculatal, both of which are declared in
need of special protection.

Wedge-tail eagles soaroverthe granite
hills, while the dense thickets in the
moist gullies protect colourful wens and
robins. Rufous treecreepers can often be
seen busily hoppingupand down the tall
trees in the picnic areas.

Most of the mammals that inhabit
the park are nocturnal and so are rarely
seen by the casual visitor. Howev€r,
west€rn grey kangaroos are often seen by
walkers, and brushtail possums may be
spotted in the picnic area at dusk. The
Porongurup Range is also home to
pygmy possums, honey possums, mardo
(yellow-footed antechinus), mootrrs
(bushrats)andquenda(southernbrown
bandicoots).

Of the 17 species of reptile so far

recorded in the park, the most likelyto be
seen sunning themselves are the King,s
skink (Ergemia hhgl'l), the southern
heath monitor ( I/aran us rosmberoil and
the marbled gecko (phy odicigtus
mormoratus).

Some ofthe unusual creatures that
can be found in the range include
the trapdoor spider Neohomogona
b olg anupms is, a survivor of Gondwana
that is found in the moist gullies, a giant
earthworm and some unusual land
snails that have adapted to the harsher
envrronment of the peaks.

CONSERVATION
MANAGEMENT

Porongurup National park is a small
park with irregular boundaries, and this
makes it complex to manage.

The most important conservation
management issues in the park are weed

control, fire management and the
provision of information to visitors.

Of the 750 or so plant species in the
park, more than 100 are weeds! Control
of these weeds, which include blackberry
and taylorina, is a major management
task.ln addition, some 20 hectares ofthe
northernflankof the range is nowcovered
with silky wattle, introduced from the
eastern states, which is stil l spreading.
The existence of so many weeds is a
threat to native plants and continued
efforts will be required to control them.

The management offire in mountarn
areas is always acomplex issue because of
the terrain and the unpredictability of
fire behaviour in steep country. The park
has a history of major wildfires, and the
karri forest on the range has suffered
severe damage caused by a number of
fires that escaped from agricultural
clearing burns earlier this century. More
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A permanent ranger is stationed at
the parkheadquarters onBolganup Road.
In addition, facilitiesare providedfor the
convenience and enjoyment of visitors,
and to encourage people to use the areas
best able to accommodate them.

SITES AND FACILITIES
Porongurup National Park is very

popularwith locals and tourists alike. Its
landforms and glorious scenery, together
with its diverse vegetation and animal
life, provide a memorable experience for
visitors. The best way to appreciate the
beauty ofthe range is to begin your visit
with a circuit around its foothills.

Turn west into Millinup Road from
Chester Pass Road. This gravel road
affords spectacular vistas of the range
across cleared farmland. The imposing
granite domes and the impressive Twrn
Peals almost cry outto be photographed.

From Millinup Road, tum north into
Woodlands Road andthen into the scenic
drive. This beautiful roadwinds through
the nodhern foothills of the range and
drops into moist valleys, flanked by
majestic karri trees. Through the trees
you can glimpse the stark beauty of
Gibraltar Rock, which soars up from the
side of the road.

A right tum into Bolganup Road
brings you to the main recreation site in
the park.  the 'Tree in  the Rock 'p icn ic
area. This site, setamongthe kalli trees,
almost has the feel of a cathedral, with
thetowering karris providing the domed
roof. There is a feeling that you should
whisperasyoustandamid such grandeur.
The site has gas barbecues, an information
shelter and toilet facilities.

The 'tree in the rock', after which the
picnic site is named, is just 100 metres
along a shaded walk. Extending its roots
down through a crevice, a mature karri
clings to existence on a granite boulder.
The path continues beyond this site to link
with the longest walk in the park, the
Nancy Peak Circuii. This path winds up the
northern side of the range and then along
its very spine. Take care: the rocks can be
slippery, especiallywhen they are wet. fu
always, please stay on the paths provided.

As well as the beauty of the moss-
covered granite rock and the forest above,
the views are magnificent. The Stirling
Range is clearlyvisible to the north and,
ona clear day, you can see the Southern
ocean to the south.

The path br ings you to the
Wansborough Walk, which crosses the
range through a pass of the same name.
Downhill, toyour right, is the picnicarea
at the start of the walk, while straight
ahead, is the path to the highest point in
the range, Devils Slide. This is a slightly
more challengingwalk, but is well worth
the effort.

At the eastern end of the park is the
path to Castle Rock. To get there, tum
south from the Porongurup-Mt Barker
Road into Castle Rock Road. At the end of
the road isa carpark, which isthestarting
point for the walk. The path winds past
the famous 'balancing rock' and brings
you to the foot ofa ladder. A short climb
and you are ready to cross a bridge

lAboae: The Porongurup area is known
I for its beautiful landscapes and its
I award-winning wines.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

I B?/our,' Multi-coloured leaves carpet the
I Sround beneath ma.iestic karri trees.
I Photo - Ann Burchell

(builtwith the help ofthe army in 1977)
and stand on Castle Rock itself.Theviews
are simply stunning.

Having completed your tour of the
national park, now is agood time to drop
in to one of the localwineries and sample
some of the famous Porongurup wine.
Perhaps take some home with you or, if
youare luckyenough tobestaying in the
area, you can enjoy a bottle while the sun
sets on this 'Range ofAttractions'.
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ITS BACK: THE RETURN OF THE WOYLIE
TONY START, JACKIE COURTENAY & KEITH MORRIS .........,I0

WHALES AND DOLPHINS OF WESTERN
AUSTHALIA
oAROLYN THOMSON & DOUG COUGHBAN ........................... 16

DESERT SPHING
KATE HOOPEB & DAVID PEARSON

PORONGURUP NATIONAL PARK
IAN HERFOBD &ANN BURCHELL

WORKING TOGETHER
JOHN ELYITI. ANDBEW BIJRgIDGE. ANDREW BBOWN
& KATE HOOPER

A SEASONED PERFORMANCE
TERRY JONES

BROOME AND BEYOND
KEVIN KENNEALLY

IN PERSPECTIVE

BUSH TELEGRAPH

ENDANGERED ruMULUs sp8rNGS ................................ 47

URBAN ANTICS

23

28
Thonks largelg to CALM'S foc-control
programs, the recoaerv of the uo,Iie
has beqn so sutift that the species has
nou bem taken off the threatened fauna
list (see page 10).

Spring flowers thriae on a moss carpet
---tne of the range of attractions on
olfer hr the Porcngurup National Park
(see page 28).

43

The rose mallee is just one species
benefiting from action by recoaerg teams
working together for conseruotion
(see page 36).
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This killer uhale, photographed at
Ningaloo, is one of 36 marine
mammals liaing off the WA coastline.
Read about them on page 16.

I,ANDSCOPE Erped? ioners made some
interating discoueies during last year\
expedition to Queen Victoria Sping.
Read all about them on page 23.

A neu book, Broome and Beyond,
takes an in-depth look at
the plants, such as this

people and cultures of the Dampier
Peninsula, in Westem Australia's
Kimberley Region. The
story on Wge 48 taka a
brief glimpse into this
exciting neu book.
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