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scientists, representatives of maJor
sponsors, members of local community
groups, local government and other
interest groups, all of whom contribute
their knowledge and expertise to the
process. Good cooperation between all
those involved, can make the difference
bet\ jeen the success and failure of a
conservation program.

Twenty-one recoveryteams have been
set up in Western Australia by the
Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM) and more are
planned. Together with many other
Western Australians, staff from CALM
are also involved in several other recovery
plans being led by conservation agencies
in other States.

RECOVERING THE ROSE
MALLEE

One of Western Australia's most
striking rare plants is the subject of a
recovery  p lan .  The rose  mal lee
(Eucalgptus rhodanthal is a low
spreading mallee,which grows up to four
metres tall. It is easily recognised by its
silvery grey circular leaves and large
bfight-red to pink (rarely, creamyyellow)
f lowers .  I t  i s  we l l  known in  the
hor t i cu l tu ra l  indus t ry ,  and w ide ly
cultivated, but is now very rare in the
wild. The plantwas almost certainly once
common andwidespread in the northern
Wheatbelt, but extensive clearing of natrve
vegetation foragriculture has resulted in
thespeciesbeing reduced to a few isolated
remnants. Only three wild populations
remain on relatively undisturbed private
prop;rty nearWatheroo, the othersbeing
found in cleared and grazed paddocks or
degraded road verges.

The rose mallee isgazetted as declared
rare flora and so is afforded special legal
protection. However, because most of
the remaining plants grow on private
land, its survival in the wild depends on
the foresight, goodwill and assistance of
private landowners, Shire Councils and
other agencies.

In 1992, a recovery team including
representatives from CALM, the
University of Western Australia, Kings
Park  and Botan ic  Garden,  loca l
government, landowners and industry
wassetup. The recovery plan, whichwill
run for 10 years, aims to ensure the
species'suwival in the wild partly by the

I Most of the rose
I mallees surviving in
I the wild are now in
highly modified
paddocks or road verges.
Photo -Babs & BertWells/
CALM

lBelou right: The male
I malleefowl does most
I ofthe work on the
mound into which the
female lays her outsized
eggs.
Photo Babs & Bert Wells/
CALM

purchase of land where
the largest stands ofrose
mal lee  remain  fo r
declaration as a nature
reserve. Several other
populations and their
surrounding habitat will
also be rehabilitated. For example, at
Three Springs an important stand will be
rejuvenated by reducingweeds, installing
rabbit-proof fencing and introducing
other  p lan t  spec ies  tha t  suppor t
poll inators. The number ofrose mallees
at the site wil l also be increased by
planting seedlings propagatedatthe RGC
Mineral Sands Nursery at Eneabba. An
adjoininggravel pit has been landscaped
in preparation forseedling introduction.

Most of the rose mallees wil l remarn
on private land, and local farmers wno
own land with rose mallee populations
are enthusiastic about retaining them.
Local landowners have already been
involved in fence erection and planting
trees to control salinity, and they will
continue to manage many of the stands.
In fact, it is through the vigilance oflocal
farmer Bob Scott, who is a member ofthe
rose mallee recovery team, that f ive
previously unknown populations of rose
mallee were discovered on his property,
north-east of Watheroo. This discovery
has significantly improved the chances
of survival of the species.

'My family has looked after the rose
mallees for more than thirty l,rars,'says
Mr  Scot t . 'My  mother  was keen ly
interested in protecting these plants and
we had fenced the sheep out of a small
area where they grew. Through the

recovery plan, we've been able to extend
the fencing and replant seedlings among
the existing stand. There's no doubt the
recovery plan is working well, and it has
plenty of local support. '

This support is important because it
will not only conserve an important part
of the community's natural heritage
the floral emblem for the Shire ofThree
Springs-but also contribute to better
Iand care in the area.

RECOVERING THE
MALLEEFOWL

One conservation program that has
developed entirely out of the efforts of
the local community is a campaign to
recover the maf f eefowl (Leipoa ocellataJ
in part of the southern Wheatbelt. The
malleefowl is a large, attractive bird, best-
known fo r  bu i ld ing  a  remarkab le
incubation mound for its eggs. Thes€
rounded mounds are  o f ten  used
repeatedly, growing in size over theyears
to as much as five metres wide and a
metre high.The malleefowlwas originally
widely distributed in woodlands and
shrublands across southern Australia,
but has declined throughout its range,
especially in the eastern States. [t is now
Iisted as a vulnerable species, and a
national recovery team, on which CALM
is represented, has been established.
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bellied frog (G. aitellina) are two of the
most geographically restrictedvertebrate
species known in mainland Australia.
They occur in an area of a few square
kilometres, in the high-rainfall region
between Margaret River and Augusta (see
'Frogs: Value in Variety', LANDSCOPE,
Spring 1994).

The restricted distributions of these
two frog species mean they are
particularly prone to extinction. Both
species live in smallwet depressions under
leaf litter and vegetation, but clearing of
nativevegetation has greatly reduced the
number ofsuitably damp frog swamps in
the South West. The orange-bellied frog
is confined to a tiny domain, which
fortunately is within State forest, but 30
of the 38 known populations of thewhrte-
bellied frog occur on private land, and
several populations have disappeared
duringthe pastfewyears. A recovery plan
for protection of the frogs was prepared
in 1991, and a recovery team, which
includes representatives of the Iocal Land
Conservation District Committee (LCDC)
and the Augusta-Margaret River Shire
Council, was set up in 1992.

Ian Noakes,  a member of  the
Blackwood River LCDC on the recovery
team, says part of the recovery plan
funding is being used for a fencing
program involving landowners with frog
populations on their land. 'The most
important recovery action is to fence
stream-side vegetat ion on pr ivate
property that contains frog populations.
Without protection from stock, these
areas become degraded and the frogs
disappear,'he says.

Although the frogs are specially
protected undertheWildlife Conservation
Act, the Act does not protect the habitat
of threatened animals on private property,
so public participation in the recov€ry
plan iscritical for its success. Landowners

lAboae right: The thumb-nail sized
I orange-bellied frog has the most
I y€stricted distribution ofany Western
Australian frog, occurring in a small area
of State foYest.
Photo - Crant Wardell-Johnson

across the floor of the lake.
Photo - Kim Howe

will be responsible for maintaining th€
fences, which local contractors will
build. The construction cost of the fencing
is  met  by the Commonweal th
Government's Endangered Specres
Program.

'On my property there is a delta
between two creeks where we have
counted about thirty frogs. It's a good
breeding area, so we don't want cattle
walking through there,'says Mr Noakes.

About two hectares of this creek-land
has been fenced underthe recovery plan.

'In our area, people have been happy

to take part in the recovery plan because
there is awidespread appreciation ofthe
broader benefits of preserving frog
habitats. As well as protecting the frogs,
the plan contributes to land conservation
by protecting watercourses and the
adjacent vegetation,' says Mr Noakes.

PROVIDING A FOCUS
In  cases  where  co-opera t ive

management of individual farms and
conservation reserues is needed to
conserve  a  th rea tened spec ies  or
ecological community, a recovery plan
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Thonks largelg to CALM'S foc-control
programs, the recoaerv of the uo,Iie
has beqn so sutift that the species has
nou bem taken off the threatened fauna
list (see page 10).

Spring flowers thriae on a moss carpet
---tne of the range of attractions on
olfer hr the Porcngurup National Park
(see page 28).
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The rose mallee is just one species
benefiting from action by recoaerg teams
working together for conseruotion
(see page 36).
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This killer uhale, photographed at
Ningaloo, is one of 36 marine
mammals liaing off the WA coastline.
Read about them on page 16.

I,ANDSCOPE Erped? ioners made some
interating discoueies during last year\
expedition to Queen Victoria Sping.
Read all about them on page 23.

A neu book, Broome and Beyond,
takes an in-depth look at
the plants, such as this

people and cultures of the Dampier
Peninsula, in Westem Australia's
Kimberley Region. The
story on Wge 48 taka a
brief glimpse into this
exciting neu book.
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