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EUROPEAN HISTORY
In the early days of the S$'an River

Colony, a coach road was built over rne
sec t ion  o f  the  Dar l ing  Scarp  ca l led
Greenmount. This road was to provide
access to the burgeoning towns in the
Avon Valley at York, Northam and
Toodyay. Land to the south of this road
was taken up by settlers, but the area to
the north of it tvas considered too rough
and rocky  fo r  se t t lement .  L i t t le ,  i f
anything, \\,as done with this land ano rr
was even cons idered unsu i tab le  fo r
grazing due to the large number of rne
poisonous pea plants \Gastrolobium spp.l
throughout the area.

In 1895. before the area was set aside
as  a  na i iona lpark .  th (  Wes lern  \us l ra l ian
Government Railways built a nerv raihlay
line overthe Darling Range..{n alignment
to the south, which had been built onl1,
l l years earlier in 1884, was found to be
too steep, and the new alignment. rvhich
crosses John Forrest National Park fron
west to east, was built at a Iesser gradient.
The alignmentwas surveyed, engineered
and constructed under the direction of
the  Sta te 's  Ch ie f  Eng ineer ,  Char les
Yelverton O'Connor, who \\ras later to
achieve fame and a place in Western
Australia's history as the designer and

construction engineer of Fremantle
Harbourandthe Eastern ColdfieldsWater
Supply, rvhich begins at Mundaring Weir
in the Darling Range. a few kjlometres
south of John Forest National Park.

The railway uas used by all east-west
rail traffic unti l 1966r,vhen the dualgauge
line $,as opened through the Avon Valley
fa r ther  nor th  aga in .  -q l though the  i ra ins
are now long gone, the old alignment
remains and. with its 1 in 49 slope, is a
popular heritage $'alktrail. This l ine rvas
also unique in having the only rail tunnel
ever to be built in Western Australia. The
tunne l  s t i l l cx is ts  todav  anJ  is  an  a t t rac t i ve
feature of the heritage trail u' ith visitors
u'alking right through it.

PARK HISTORY
John Forrest National Park has th€

distinction of being the oldest national
park  in  \ \  es te rn  . \us l ra l i r  and is  a  ma jo l
feature of The Hil ls Forest-an eco,
tounsm concept centred on the lbrests of
the Darling Range. The area \\,as set aslde
f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  i n  1 8 9 8 ,  o n  t h e
recommendation of lhe Surveyor Ceneral
of the time, Mr H.F. Johnston. It rvas
elevated to the status of CIass A' reserve
at the same time as it was officially
proc la imed a  na t iona l  park ,  on  30

d
LEGENO

John Foresl Hed.ge T€t

November  1900.  0 r ig ina l l y  named
Greenmount National Park, after the
section of the scarp on u,hich it l ies, its
name was later changed to Forrest
National Park and, in 1947, changedagain
to John Forrest National Park, after Lord
John Forrest, renorvned explorer and
Western Australia's f irst premier.

The park originally covered some
I  508 hec tares .  par t  o f  wh ich  u ,as
bequeathed from the estate of explorer
Alexander Forrest. brother of John Forresi.
He had at one time int€nded to build a
home near Peche_u- Road, on the $,estern
side of the park. n'here he owned about
100 hectares. In 1992, a further I 168
hectares. mainlytothe north ofthe original
park. \,ere added to it. giving a current
area of 2 676 hectares. The park no\,!
stretches behreen Creat Eastern Highu,ay
jn the south and Toodyay Road in the
north. Vehicle access is restricted to rne
southern end ofthe park. This means that
much ofthe park is free oftrafi ic. making
it ideal tor passive recreation and the
protection of the native animals.

The park  has  had a  somewhar
chequered history in its use, care and
management. tn the 1930s and 1950s.
logging and grazing u,ere carried out
u,ith scant respect for its status as a
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rnd vallcys. Sonte of the large exposed
granlte tors have been eroded rtver the
centuries ir.rto quite fantaslic shapes, and
add to the diversity ofthe scener_v. \Vinrer
and spring bring oul a u,onderfu I d isplal,
o i  w i ld f lou ,ers .  o f  i lh ich  sonte  are
endemic to the Darling Scarp.

Jane Brook, the largesl of the marry.
small $inter streans in the area, rs a
tributarl '  of the S\\,an River and l1or.s
almost due Nest through the heart ofthe
park. l l  joins the Suan some dist;tnce to
lh r  nur rh - r r ts l  ; rnL l  usr r r lh  t lo r rs  on l r . in
lhe \l inter excellt, perhaps, afler.heavr,
summer-stornts. AIong the brooli, \r it l .r in
the park, are t\,!o \r,aterfalls. Hovea Irarrs
is  rbou l  500 In ( t rc5  e i ' s t  o f  l l r<  rn : r in
plcnrc area. It is a u'ide cascade dou'rr a
la ige  gran i te  sheet .  About  a  k i lomet re
uest of the picnic area is National l)ark
l 'alls. I lere. the water drops sharplr, over
a spectacLllar 20-ntetrc fall. The brook
tra\'els do$n the scarp and has ntarrl.
tumbling rapids l inked bl,rocky pools. A
\\ralkirail runs along the northern bank
ofthe brook to the u,estern boundary, and
emerges near the area knoit,n as Rock1,
I)ool. Aller crossing a snlall footbridge. it
leads back up a gentle slope to the olcl
railNay alignment (Dou' the John l 'orresr
Heritage Trail), completinga circulat.Walk
of about seven kilometres. \\ ihile this rs a
grnd walk all l ,ear round, it is best wheD
the streams al e running and, of cout.sc,
irhen ihe u'i ldflowers are bloonring.

I l 'he Srr.rnvirrv tunnrl, \\ 'A s onlt,
I  rJ i l \ r 'n t  lunnr l .  \ \ , Js  h  i l t  in  l x95  lnd  is
I J plnul.rr pJrt nf thr: heritr;. lr tr.ri l .
I )hob l l ichar l  J  mrs

PLANTS AND ANIMALS
The plants of John Forrest National

I 'ark are tl,pical of the northern jarrah
lo res ts ,  \ , i th  the  predominant  t rees
being jarrah, marri and rr,andoo. The
most prolif ic f lou,ering period for the
u'i ldflouers is during late u'inter and
sprir 'rg, but ],ou \\, i l l  usuall l,f ind something
in flo\\ 'er most t imes of the 1,ear.

Fo l lou , ing  the  r l in te r  ra ins ,  the
f l o r ! e r s  b e g i n  t h e i r  a n n u a l  m a s s
blooming. providing a delightful varieb,
ofshape and colourthroughout the ibrest.
The rich r,iolet holeas are some of the
lrrst to appear, in contrast to the bright
) ello\! of the \,attles These are follou'ed
b) the isopogons, drl,andras, kennedias,

I Aboue: The Nrtional Prrk Firl is rre
I enjuy<d hy thuusrnds t,f sightsrrrs each
I lear during thc \a'int(r months.
Photo Ceorge lJuxbun

l,lboue left: The min\, lJrEe granrte
f uutcrops i lmid thc ti l ler forest in thc
I park suppurt their o\vn micro
ecosystems of mosses and heaths.
I ' �hoto - Chris Carnett

lechenaultias and the many other specles
that make the northern jarrah forest so
special at this time of year. The ntost
delicale of the forest f lon,ers are the
orchids, \! 'hich appear during the Ninter
and spring. The superb Nhite spioer
orchid lCalodenia ktngicauda subsp.
lottgicattdu), the lot'e11, donkel, orchids
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{tnuanbarJ are soo&tue{ pup spuprqrg
'oorpFue{ {ar8 ulalsaM snolrnbrqn
aql ol t{qpllem qsnrq a^rsnla pue runssod
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6[pea] uex '(Dl!uu) Drtrunpqh ptrpto
l(ppl anlq dlal?ls aqt pue '( dds srn O)



i i l ? 1 3 , 1

VOLUI\4E EITVEN NO,4WNTER ISSUE 1996

The Cape Ronge, in north-west WA, is
known for its harsh enuironment . But if
you look a little closer Uou'll discouer
the oast 'Range of Flouers' that liue
there. See page 28.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF STARGMING
JAMES BIGGS

JOHN FORREST NATIONAL PARK:
A PLACE OF BEAUTY
GEORGE DUXBURY

TROPICAL TREE FABMING
ANDREW RADOMTUAC & r\4ANDy CLEWS.............................. 23

A RANGE OF FLOWERS
GREG KEIGHERY & NEILGIESON

fhe Perth Obseruotorg celebrates its
centenar! this Uear, and during its 100
years' life it has plaged some major
roles in the world of astronomy, Find
out more on page 10.

John Forrest Notional Park has long
been a popular picnicking spot for
Perth residmts, but this place of beautg
has much more to offer. See page 16.

In 1961, the nobg scrub-bird was
rediscoueled at Tuo Peoples Bay. In
1994, the Gilbert's potoroo tumed up
unexpectedlU. Find out more about this
haaen for the lost and found on page 35,

TWO PEOPLES BAY:
A HAVEN FOR THE LOST AND FOUND
ALAN DANKS

WESTERN SHIELD
CARIS BAILEY

BANKING FOR THE FUTURE
ANNE COCHRAN, ANNE KELLY E DAVID COATES ,,,,,,...........49

IN PERSPECTIVE

BUSH TELEGRAPH

ENDANGERED MARSUptAL-t\,101Es ................................ 34

URBAN ANTICS

Ifall goes to plan, the Ord Riuer area,
will soon be knoum as a prime farming 

,area for rare tropical timbers, Find out
why on page 23.
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Fox-baiting hos been shown to be a
major tool in rebuilding populatioru of
natiue animals. Nou, scientists are
embarking on o Slalewide ferol onimal
control program to help bring back
natiue species, such os the westem
swamp tortoise, from the brink of

The storg is on page 41. -
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