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strangled its nutrient supply. In
1990, the giant collapsed. The
Valley was being visited to death.

At the time, the Valley of the
Ciants u'as part of State forest.
The Department of Conservation
and Land Management's (CALM)
1987 Regional Management Plan
recommended that Ciants block
(which includes the Valley of the
Giants)be included in the adjacent
Walpole-Nornalup National Park,
which occupies a unique high
ra  in fa  I l  corner  o f  Wester r i
Aus t ra l ia  rv i th  spec tacu la r
landscapes of estuaries, forested
h i l l s  d issec ted  by  r i vers ,  and
dramatic coastal scenery.

Work began on a management
plan forWalpole-Nornalup National
Park in 1990. The plan involved
studies of visitor patterns and
preferences in the Walpo)e area,
and itwas nosurprisewhensul,,eys
echoed the generaltrend ofpeople
wanting more from their visits to
the forest-more informationand
interpretation, more facilities, more
activities. Meanwhile, the numbers
ofvisitors to the Valley continued
to increase to around 140 000. At
one time during the Christmas-
NewYearperiod of1990 91, more
than 50 cars nrere crammed into
the carpark, along the access road
and even in the bush itself. [twas
c lear  tha t  u rgent  ac t ion  was
needed to rescue this piece ofWA s
natural heritage.

Executive Director Syd Shea
holidays each year at Walpole with
his family. After visiting the Valley
ofthe Giants, Dr Shea was equally
concernedabout the conditionand
health of the site and, particularly, with
the fact that little u'as being offered to tne
many coach-loads of visitors that were
sti l l  turning up there. When he returned
to Perth, Dr Shea suggested that CALM
should investigate the possibil i ty of
building atreetopwalk, sirnilarto one he
had seen in Malaysia, tvhen attending a
forestry conference there.

TREADING THROUGH THE
TREETOPS

Walpole-Nornalup National Park has
three species of t ingle tree-including
the red tingle (Eucalgptus jacksonitt,

I Top b[l: QuainI but unsustrinable. For
I decades the novelty of being able to
I park a vehicle inside a tree was irn
attraction for visitors to the old site. The
tree eventually succumbed to the
constant compaction around its root
zone and collapsed.
Photo Batt!'e Library-

common in the Valley-which grou' only
in the Walpole area, as well as the red
flou,ering gum (8. ficifolia) that also
occurs closer to the sea. The 1990
management plan emphasised the need
for  u rgent  p ro tec t ion  f rom so i l
compaction for the trees in the Valley. It

I L op tight: The leaf-shrped signs in the
I Ancient Empire are an innovative
! feature of the redevelopment.

I A6oue: The Tingle Shelter houses th€
I information boards, administration
I office, souvenir shop and toilets.
Photos Michael James

\!as suggested that the old site be closed
and a neur one be opened in a second,
recently discovered grove of big trees
about a kilometre away. But this idea did
not  address  the  issue o f  so i l  be ing
trampled by visitor pressure. Instead, it
simply moved the problem elservh<re.
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I Rrglrf The boardwalk of the Ancient
I Empire had been carefully designed to
I protect the tree roots, while forming a
sculptural element within the forest.

I Below: The Tree Top Walk and the
I Ancient Empire provide a range of
I challenging sensory experi€nces.

lBelow right: Belore the protective

I boardwalk was constructed at the
I Ancient Empire, the ground surrounding
this amazing tlee was bare and compacted.
Photos - Cliff Winfield

plannerswere confident: this was the site
for the treetop walk.

But other visitor facilities had to be
planned foraswell. The newValleywould
have to accommodate a number oftypes
ofvisitors. and provide a rangeofactivit ies
and experiences. For example, statistics
from the original site showed that more
than half of the visitors came in tour
coaches, which stopped for a quick look,
while during peak periods, many people
were looking for family walktrails and
barbecue facil i t ies. Meanwhile, the new
Bibbulmun Track-the long-distance
walktrail from Perth to Albany-would
now pass right through the Valley ofthe
Giants, bringing in low-impact bushwalkers
seeking a wilderness experience.

With an underpinning philosophy of
minimising disturbance to the bush, the
master plan had to meet this range of
needs while including a treetop walk, a
visitor orientation centre, the old giants,

other walks, a carpark to fit 50 cars and
six coaches, and a safe access road,
Between the proposed treetop walk and
the old giants, a gathering point, to be
called the 'Tingle Shelter', was planned
so that the entire area, except for a
discovery trail, could be accessible by
people using wheelchairs.

THE NUTS AND BOLTS
By far the greatest challenge in the

new development was the task of
designing and building a treetop walk
without damaging the main attraction-
the bush itself. CALM decided to hold a
design competition for the 'Tree Top
Walk'and the Tingle Shelter, and set out
forty strict criteria. Designers had to
produce a plan that created l itt le
disturbance to the forest environment,
minimised any long-term impact on the
bush and ensured visitor safety was
paramount. And they had to meet strict
aesthetic standards as well, creating a
structure that was sculptural, with

attention to scale, form, line, colour and
texture that would enhance the forest
setting rather than stand out from it.

Some 40 entries were received from
around the world. From these, four
syndicateswere commissioned to provide
detailed, accurately costedproposals. These
submissions were then assessed against
the design criteria by a panelthat included
members of the Royal Australian Institute
of Architects, the Austnlian Institute of
Landscape Architects and the Institution of
Engineers, Australia. The winning design
came from Donaldson and Wam,Architects,
leading a team that included engineers Ove
Arup and Partners, environmental artist
David Jones and quantity surveyors Ralph
and Beattie Bosworth.

The design for the Tree Top Walk
featured six lightweightbridge spans, each
60 metres long and four metres deep,
supported between guyed pylons. The steel
trusses rose slowly on a 1:12 grade over
terrain that falls to a deep valley. Eventually
the bridge spans reached a height of 40
metres above the creek bed.

Aprototype was constructed by WA-
based company Future Engineering and
Communication, and was carefully
tested for flexibility and choice of
decking material. The truss€s were then
prefabr icated before sh ipment  rn
sections no longer than six metres. The
short and relatively light sections were
easily transported to the Valley and bolted
together on the ground before being
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Nudibranchs, or sea-slugs,
Westem Australia's marine
environment. Theg are found
tremendous diuersity of colour
form, the Ceratosoma brevicaudatum,
illustrated here, is a common
inhabitant of south-uestem
uaters. See page 28 to
leam more about the
'Shtgs of the Sea'-
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