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At present, rainborv lorikeets can be
seen from Fremantle to Wanneroo and
from Cuildford to Armadale. They occur
in areas with a combination of natural
open woodland, exotic vegetation, such
as parks. golf courses and other areas of
open space, and open rvater, such as
natural or artif icial lakes and rivers.
Mature exotic vegetation (usually from
the eastern states), such as eucalypts, f igs
and palms, has been a significant factor
in rair.rbow lorikeet colonisation ofPerth.
They are thus attracted to the older
suburbs, which were generally those first
settled by Europeans and thus carry
mature exotic vegetation.

FINDING FOOD
The food sources used by rainbow

lorikeets in Perth are similar to those
rv i th in  i t s  na tura l  range.  Ra inbow
lor ikee ts  have t rad i t iona l l l ,  been
considered to be nectarand pollen feeders,
but recent observations in Perth and
elsewhere have indicated that their diet
is much more general than this. Flower
parts are a major part of their diet, rvith
pollen and nectar being less important.
Fruits are important at t imes, and insects
and seeds are occasionally taken. Thrs

I Rr9h1: l-astern states eucil lypls such as
I the lemon scented gums in Kings Park,
I have helped lhe birds to establish in Peflh.
Photo - trlarie l,ochman

flexibil i ty in diet has, no doubt, played an
i m p o r t a n t  f a r t  i n  l h e i r  s u c c e s s  i n
invading new areas.

During the 1995 surr, 'ey, most birds
\,\,ere seen feeding on the blossoms of
local or introduced eucalypts, but coral
treeswere mostoften visited and preferred
to other available food. It is interesting
that rainbow lorikeets colonised Bali,
from nearby Lombok, after the coral tree
was extensively planted there. Cultivated

lAboue: Thc known range of r:rinhtw
I lorikeets in thc metronolitan irr(J ( 'f
I Perth.

lAbooe lefl: Areit* ol the suuth-$,rst
I considered favourablr fur rainhow
I  lo r ikee l  co lnn isa t ion .  h is rJ  on  luh i t i r l ,
cl imatic suitahil ity and agriculture activity.

bottlebrushes lcall islemon spp.) were
also an important food source, together
with the seed ofsheoaks from the easterrr
states and foliage ofNorfolk Island pines.

Occuire.ce 1992 (aller BUFIBIDGE 1992)

D slr bur on 1968 (afier COYLE 1988)

,q

a t t l r r a r f f  1 9



'llnssr ? self,elluol plnoJ?llasol ulalsam
aql s? qrns saDadsJo aauPl pue slaqulnu
aql 'suorlpnlrs 

llrUuo3 ul patelu?Appsrp
aq plnoJ sarf,ads prurl alou.r
lpql slsa8Ens slaa{uol^ oqurpr ̂q u&\oqs
rnor^eqaq a^lssart3? aql,ssalaqua^aN
'rrrPl sp qrns s.laMolJ lddlplna
IFurs uo ̂lupruud spaaJ pue si^olloqlsau
rallprus sasn lr asneraq laa{uol oqupl
ratrpl ar{l ̂q pareldsrp aq ol {lalrlun sr
lrraJJns plnof, laaluol pau^\orf,-aldrnd
aq]-ralleurs Suraq-lpql paurnsse
aq lqalu l! allq ,\'arnlf,afuor sr sar)ads
a^rleu ol lealql e asod slaaluol ,,v\oqurer
leql uorlsaEFns aql ,luasald 

lV
.ellaso.l utalsan

aql se qtns s?rf,ads a^lleu prurl alou
aql atplup^ppslp plnoJ qf,rq^ ,smollorl

lsau alqErns roj uorlrladuor aq lqarur
araql salrs parpall ̂lletued le ,ra^amoH
'salrs 

lsau ol ple?ar qI,1 alqeldepp
are ̂aql u,1 oqs a^eq slaaluol moqulpl
pup 'pasn alp ueql salrs lsau Fqualod
alou dll€lauag a.le araql lsaloJ.ro
puelpoorl lunleu ul .slorled 

lpf,ol s? aull
auPs aql le paalq slaslUol &oqureu

'taqtualac ur salrs lsau lprlualod
gurlf,adsu! uaas uaaq a^eq s.upd au.Ios
'laqualaC ul p?plorar uaaq s€q saurFsau
Jo poorq puoras ? sautlauros .lsnFnv

^llea ^q paqJleq Euraq s!ur1153u q11,1

sabua[dsrrB.rJ ueuq]o.LAllespn ralad opqd
.Ed/{l?Jna 

I
palnporlur uo spaa; os;e.1saal-q1nos I

aql ol a^rlpu ,pJtqalleu pat aq1:aoogyl

'aunf ur laqlo qlea Surpaal uaas uaaq
a^pq sprrq turunoJ .prl?rlsnv 

Jo lseol
lsea aqluo sapnlrlpl.telr(urs le ueqllarllpa
alllll P ur8aq deur quad ur Aurpaarg

.srossalFAe

InJssaltns aql {llpnsn alp slaa{rrol
'.ra^arroH 's {olloq uo4 sFulllsau laa{uol
Eullrr^a uaas uaaq osle a^eq,qq8ra
-^luar L slaaluol /u,oqurel ^q pardnlf,o
^lluanbasqns alar salrs lsau asaql
'punol3aql ol paddolp pue sMolloq urorJ
pa8?erp arar s8urllsau,lqtra-{luaMl,
suorserJo lpla^as uO.quau.raEuprrp asaql
ra^o ?lqqenbs uaUo ,slqara-,{lua,,v\1, pu?
slaa{uol'ra^a,roH .(aDanaaDoou opJDOl
sprrnqplool FulqEnel pue (D ldDJDSot
DnloJDJ) stleq?, (snLDuoz smpJourDq
'{Jauauu u?rF4snvaquo sabadsqnsv 4
uralsaM-qlnos aql) slolpd,lqAla-rilua^q,
tlllM Euole s.\^olloq snoraunu qlrd\ saa4
atrel ur lsau ,{pu qaalr.lol 4\oqureu
'surled ur s,r olloq lno glp ,illpnpp {eur

slaa{r.rol Moqurpr l?ql palsaAtns lrodar
auo'arref,salPsi olloq aa4araql,quad
lsa .\JolluDard ssaursnq aql ur pupUed
stury ul ̂llpnads? 'sulled uolloJ pue alpp
Jo spuo{ paup aql }o saseq aql Euoue
palJnrlsuoJ saurlauros ale s.laqueqr
turlsau 'la^amoH 

Uenl pup qpllef
a{rl saatl IPf,ol ur uauo ale slsaN

cNIJnOOUdSU

garru)rpdsuql laurqrcl rrpqprg J)fltll - olor.ld I
.aJrnos pooj parno^ej e I

arE saqsnrqal oq palutrrlpT :4a1 aooqy I

7Yr 0z

.sallnosal pooj
ruo4 ̂€,,v\e sualte aql a^olp pue slaa{uol
aql uo salq4 aql paulnl spllqallleM
p3l saf,uPlsur rl aJ e ur ,la^a,l oH
'^eM€ splrq raqlo Aur^up ,salrs Aurpaal l?
aAtssattlP ualo alp slaalrrol 11\oqu1BU

.lsau aql
ur Aur,r ol3 spltq Funo^ aql toj uralordpue
alplp^r{oqeJ }o ?Jrnos p apr^ord ̂lqeqord
sluErq?qur pasur rraql pue sdral aql
os 'paqlleq Furaq alP Funo^ 6ueu uaqm
aun P sr srql .laqopo pue raqualdas
Euunp genl pue qpr.ref Jo sarl1^l pue
sa^ml url]o{ (266I Euuds ,gdoJS1NW
',sa^ea.I urnC pue s8ng ,stua-I, aas) sdral
u?alt IIrm qaa{uol ,l\oqulPu .)lr€d sFury
ur {Jrelnrrued ,pasrFrnleu au?raq ls.tu
slaaluold oqupl ataqe\ealpaql ur luasald
are lDropottllr A) tun3 paluals-uoual
pw \qqtuDra mjdnp)nq) ung palods se
qlns saa4Jo saurlupld a^rsua$g .quad ur
qsrtqEsa ol slaa{uol il oqurer padlaq a^eq
qddplna salqs ulalspa uo{ ruossolg

'slsad plprp.ro lof?u.t se sa^lasuaql
turqsrtqE$ ^llrrnb arp qaa{r.rol Moqurer
?rlprlsnv qlnos ur ,.ta^ae\oH .suaplea

aruoq auos ut alqelrp^e Auraq alrdsap
'rta^lns r.{Uad ar.{l ur ualea ?uraq ,saqlead

ro slolude sp qJns,qrn{ Ios laqto
Jo splo)al ou alar alaql ,ssuraqJnu uo4
UpdV arlpts alP suossolq uaqr!\ a3tnos
pooj a^rleuralle ue apr^old ̂eut l{aql ,alEs

pslelJrsap p ur aurl auos loJ paqlellp
ureual ualjo slln4 as3ql sv,.laluh^
Jo pua aql lp ^Felnlrued ,relndod osp
aralwqrn{ uled uollol pue salpp,strd



During field observations in Perth, about
70  per  cent  o f  ra inbow lo r ikee t
interactions with other birds were
aggressive, and lorikeets were 10 times
more likely to be the aggressor.

ORCHARD RAIDERS
Australian authors from earlier this

century unequivocally damned rainbow
lorikeets as destroyers of fruit crops. In
1912,A.J. North described rainbow lorikeets
as 'incorrigible fruit eaters...[which] do
much damage in orchards, especiallywith
the soft summer fruits'. Cregory Mathews
stated in 1916 that'they eatacertainamount
ofpears and apples that are sweetand pe'.
Others made similar comments.

Despite these early comments, until
recently there have been few reports of
fruit damage by rainbow lorikeets. But it
appears their potential impact was either
grossly underestimated or there has been
a marked change in feeding behaviour.
Five years ago. pesl cont rol authorit ies in
South Australia were expressing few
concernsaboutthe rainbow lorikeet. Now,
the bird is considered to be as big a pest in
that State as the introduced starling.

In Darwin, rainbour lorikeets are
destroying up to 90 per cent ofcrops ofthe
tropical fruit nmbutan, and up to 60 per
cent of cultivated mangoes on some
properties. In Queensland annual crop
losses in avocados and lychees exceeds $1
million and may be as high as $20 million.
Soft fruit crops such as apricots, prunes
and peaches being grown in northern
Victoriaand nearAdelaide are nowsuffering
increasingly hear'y losses from rainbow
lorikeets. So, clearly, they couldalsobecome
a serious pest in Westem Australia.

Atpresent, there is no effective control
measure for rainbow lorikeets. There are
no known ways ofeffectively trapping or
removing the birds, and they fail to
respond to avariety ofscare techniques.
Research into the use of chemical
deterrents for fruit crops is under way,
but effective methods have not yet been
developed. As rainbow lorikeets have not
prev ious ly  been cons idered an
agricultural pest in Western Australia,
they have not been declared a pesl species
under  the  Agr icu l tu re  and Re la ted
Resources Protection Act 1976. Perhaps
this status should nour be reviewed.

Under the Wildlife Conservation Act,
all animals native to Australia are
protected in Western Australia, even if

the do not normally occur here. The I Rainbow lorikeets are a gregarious

rainbow lorikeet, however, has been I slecies often seen in large flncks.

declarecJ unprotected under the Act. 
I Photo - l larie I ochman

WHAT CAN WE DO?
Some people enjoy the sight ofthese

spectacular birds in perth, while other. chupTun. 
1nd 

sean Hazelden found

have grave concerns. They include escaped rainbow lorik€ets breeding in the

immediate concerns. such as noise levels Kalgoorlie area, which demonstrates the

near roosting sites and potential bird's capabil ity in colonising new areas'

problems, such as possible negative Since we know that they escape from

impacts on native species or on captivity and become established in the

horticultural activities. wild, and have a high potential to become

A computer model, based on climatic a serious pest, it is impotant to report all

variables together with an assessment of observations of these birds outside the

availabil ity of suitable habitat, has Perth metropolitan area (see map). ln

revealed a number of potential sites in addition, rainbow lorikeets held by

south-western Australia. The most aviculturists outside Perth should be

suitable were between Bunbury and housed under especially secure conditions.
Albany, where there is a favourable mix of While the implementation of control
climatic conditions, native vegetation and wil l be very diff icult and expensive, the
extensive fruit orchards. Interestingly, alternative to doing nothing couldwellprove
several years ago, CALM officers Andy to be far more expensive in the long term.

David Lamont is Executive Officer of the Roadside Conservation Committ€e located
in CALM's Wldlife Branch at Como. He has just completed a post-graduat€ study at
the University of Nerr England investigating the changing status of rainbow lorikeets
in south-western Australia, and their potential for range extension. David can be
contacted on (09) 334 0423.

Allan Burbidge is a senior research scientist with CALM's Science and Information
Division. He is based at the Wildlife Research Centre at Woodvale and can be
contacted on (09) 405 5100, or by e-mail at allanb@wood.calm.wa.gov.au.

The contributions of the 57 volunteers who provided input to David's study of
rainbow lorikeets in Perth are gratefully acknowledged.
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so, hou? Find out more on page 17.
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Mol Graham clearing qn Aboriginal
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Nudibranchs, or sea-slugs,
Westem Australia's marine
environment. Theg are found
tremendous diuersity of colour
form, the Ceratosoma brevicaudatum,
illustrated here, is a common
inhabitant of south-uestem
uaters. See page 28 to
leam more about the
'Shtgs of the Sea'-

Illustration by lan Dickinson
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