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T h e  a u t h o r s  c o m p i l e d  a l l  t h e
Aboriginal names they could find for
native rodents. They then chose a name
that \\,as both euphonious and, l lhere
p , . rss ib le .  came f rom J  language tha t  i s
spoken in an area to\\rards the centre of
distribution of the species. It was noi
alrvays possible to recommend a name
lhJ I  wJS used so le ly  io r  the  spec ies
c o n c e r n e d - A b o r i g i n e s  ( l i k e  o t h e  r
Australians) did not always distinguish
bet rveen a l l  th r  s1rg , i iq5  1 l - r21  occur r<r l  in
their land. and linguists have rarely
recorded all the names that Aborigines
have for different mammal species.

L,INDSCOPE has begun using the
recommended nanes (Box  1)  when
referring to native rodents and, unti l the
ne\\, names become generally accepted.
rv i l l  a lso  prov ide  the  cur ren t ly  used
Dnglish name. As the pronunciation of
.qboriginal words may be diff icult tor
most Australians. the authors ofthe book
have provided guidelines to help those
unfamiliar with Aboriginal languages
(Box 2) .

RODENT CONSERVATION
Seven species of Australian natlve

ruJen ls .  in , lud ing  f i vL  Lha l  occur red  in

Western Australia, are thought to have
become extinct since Duropeans arrived
in Australia (Box 3). Another, the antina
(central rock-rat) is currently l isted rn
\\A as 'crit ically endangered. having
been recorded Ias t  in  the  Nor ther r r
Territory in 1960. A further seven \\A
species are threatened (four endangered,
three vulnerable). Thus, a massive Ii]
out of33 species (40 per cent) of Western
Australian native rodents are either
extinct or threatened $ ith extinction. In
addition. two rodents, the rakali (water

I Scienlists hJv( rr 'cenl ly fnrrnd .ignrii lrnl

I nopulJlions uf th( rrrt w:rl lrdii in L.rkr.
I l lrgentJ Nirtrrrc l lcst-rvr.
l)hoto - Jiri Lochmln

rat) and koorra\n-al {golden backed lree
rat) are on CALM s Ilr iority Fauna List
and require monitoring to eusllre that
they do not decline furl lrer.

It is notable that allthe extinct specres
and most of the threatened rodents are
larger than those that are secure. They
l ie  w i th in  the  c r i t i ca l  we igh t  range '
( C W R ) ,  a  t e r m  c o i n e d  b y  C A I , M
mammalogists Andrew Burbidge and
Norman McKenzie some years ago to
help explain the disappearance ofso manl'
A u s t r a l i a n  m a m m a l s  ( s e e  I  n e
Disappearing Mammals', LANDSCOPE.
S t r i n g  I 9 9 0 r .  M a n r m r l s  L h ; r t  l i <  r , i t l r r n
the  CWI i  have adu l t  body  we ig l r ts
between 1]5 and 5 500 grams. The largest
Australian rodent, the dj intamoonga
(b lack  foo ted  t ree- ra l )  we ighs  in  a t
around 700-7:J0 g, so all native rodents
with body u'eights above :J5 g should
have conserva t ion  programs or  be
monitored to ensure that lhe), are not
declining. Only two Western Australran
threatened native rodents do not l ie
w i th in  the  CWI I .  One is  the  ngad j i
(western pehble-mound mouse) This
small mammal builds mounds of stones
(the stones usually weigh less than :l g,
but occasionally rveigh up to l0 g) wrth
volcano Iike craters, through which they
enter a burrow system under the mound.
The ngadji has declined in distribution,
but the reasons for this are unclear.
Current research, funded by Pilbara
mining companies, may clarify its status
and p  rov ide  recommendat ions  fo r

al as in aew isome orthographies use'tj 'or;i ' for this sound)
e a5 in ten
i as in hit  (when at the end of a word, this sound apF

I p .ar in spit (some orthographie: il5e 'b' tor this consonant)
r as In iake
rr r!  in Scott ish ran (a rolJed 'r ' )  (some orthographies use ' /  for this consonant)
t d5 in \ tdl l
w. as In wet
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on Peron Peninsula (under Proj ect Eden,
see Return to Eden', LANDSCOPE,
Autumn 1995) and translocation to
Herald Bight on Peron Peninsula.

In 1993,43 djoongari u,ere released
on Doole Island. Monitoring has since
shown that some have survived and bred;
however, numbers have not increased as
rapidlyas hoped, and a further36animals
were released on Doole in 1995, to
increase the  founder  numbe r .
Monitoringwill continue, to see whether
the translocations have led to a viable
population.

In 1994,32 djoongari were released
into a temporary enclosure on Heirisson
Prong, within a predator-fenced area
managed by CSIRO Division of Wildlife
and Eco logy  and the  Use less  Loop
Community Biosphere Project. After a
period of acclimatisation, the fence was
opened and the djoongari dispersed

natura l l y .  A  few moved up  to  1 .6
k  i l o m e t  r e s .  M o  n  i t o  r i n g  o f  t h i s
population wil l continue.

The conseruation o[ lhe wopilkara is
being coordinated through a recovery
plan prepared by the South Australian
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources {SADENRt. Like the djoongari.
the  wop i lkara  was ex t inc t  on  the
Australian mainland, but sti l l  occurred
on a  s ing le  i s land Frank l in  Is land in
the Nuyts Archipelago, off the South
Australian coast. tn 1990,41 wopilkara,
f rom a  breed ing  co lony  se t  up  by
SADENR, were released on Salutation
Island, Shark Bay. Monitoring has since
shown that the animals established well
and bred within the first months. The
amazing stick nests that are occupied by
family groups (usually constructed from
both sticks and stones) have appeared
throughout the island.

I With long legs rdapted for hopping,
I large ears fur deleclinA predators and J
I f lag on th( t ip of its tri l , thc
tarrkawarra is one of Australia's most
specialised and attractive rodents.
I lhoto MichaelMorcombe

l  Eeloai The djini is sti l l  common in
I pirts of the Kimherley and some
I islands uff the Pilbarir coast, hut hrs
vanished from the southern part of its
original mainland range.
I'hoto MichaelMorcombe

Both the djoongari and wopilkara
recovery plans are supported by funding
from the Australia Nature Consenration
Agency (ANCA) through the F)ndangered
Species Program. The wopilkara plan has
also been assisted by a grant from th€
BankWest I4NDSCOPE Conservatiorr
Visa Card trust fund

A FUTURE FOR AUSTRALIA'S
RODENTS

Aust ra l ian  rode n ts  deserve
conserval ion j usl as much a s olhcr naliv(
species, and need conservation programs
more than most. But one of the biggest
stumbling blocks to the conser.ration of
native rodents is their public image.
Perhapswhen people begin to understand
and apprec ia te  them bet te r ,  more
resources  w i l l  be  found to  fund
conservation programs for our'dinkum
Aussie' rodents. One of the steps on the
road to the appreciation ofnative rodents
will be the use of recommendedAustraliarr
names. This step alone wil l go a long way
to help change the public's perception of
them. Because all ratsarevermin ... aren't
they?

Andrew Burbidge is Director
of CALM's Western
Australian Threatened
Species and Communities
Unit, which is based at
CALM's WA Wildlife
Research Centre at
Woodvale. He can be
contacted on (09) 405 5128
or on E-mail at
androrb@lood.calm.wa"govau
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Aussie Rqts' Andreu Burbidge discusses
the use of common and Aboriginal
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Mol Graham clearing qn Aboriginal
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See our storg on page 41.
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Nudibranchs, or sea-slugs,
Westem Australia's marine
environment. Theg are found
tremendous diuersity of colour
form, the Ceratosoma brevicaudatum,
illustrated here, is a common
inhabitant of south-uestem
uaters. See page 28 to
leam more about the
'Shtgs of the Sea'-

Illustration by lan Dickinson
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