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I Rrglt Banksia woodlands. looking
I down onto the diverse range of shrubs
I forming understory, including star
fruited eremaea, pineapple bush,
buttercups and Banksia incana.

I Below ight: Balga lXanthorrhoea
I rrerbsi) sedgeland, formed between two
I low sand dunes that are dominated by
the coastal form of p anjang (Acacia
lasiocarpal , in the beach fidge plain
wetlands.

by this patch ofbushland. TheWildflower
Society and a local Friends group have
received a Community Conservation
Grant from the Minister for the
Environment to develop a management
plan and to undertake weed control in
the reserve. Such ideal support will help
maintain this unique plant community
for future generations to enjoy.

BEACH RIDGE PI.AIN
WETLANDS

An important sedgeland occurs in
damplands (areas that are damp to
inundated in winter) at Becher Point.
Even before clearing for housing and
other  developmenls occurred,  th is
communitywas restricted to avery small
area. Much ofwhat remains will become
a conservation reserve inthe nearfuture.
But additional steps will be necessary to
help preserve the community.

It is an unusual community in that it
occurs in rare circumstances-beach
sands thatwere deposited by the ocean in
layers during the last 7 000 years, very
recent in geological time scales. The
damplands occur between the dunes and
provide an important geological record,
showing how the dunes and wetlands
have developed. Those most recently
formed-during the last six hundred
years-are closest to the shore, while
those that formed 7 000 years ago occur
up to several kilometres from the current
shoreline.

Wildfires are frequent; 45 have
occurred there since 1985, resulting In
considerable weed invasion. In addition,
it is thought that groundwater may be
affected by current and planned land
uses. A recovery team with a wide
representation of people who can help
ensure the conservation of these very
special damplands has just been
established.

SPECIES-RICH BANKSIA
WOODLANDS

In the heart ofsuburban Koondoola,
there is a highly diverse and unusual
banksia-dominated community that
occurs on sandy soils. It is so rich that
two small plots, 10 metres by 10 metres,
contain 87 plant species. This diversity is
a result of the huge variety of shrubs that
occur in the understoyey, and is one of
the characteristics distinguishing this
community from others dominated by
banksia.

It is likelythat this communitywould
have been restricted in distribution to
the tops of some sandy knolls in and
around Perth. Much of it would have
been cleared for housing, and now only
eight patches remain covering a total of
about 120 hectares.

Mostof the patches of this community
have been burnt too frequently in the last
few years, resulting in weed invasion.
Frequent fireswillalso favour plants that
can survive fire and regrow by resprouting,
so the plants that dominate a community
can be changed. Many of the species that
characterise this community are highly
susceptible to dieback disease, which
spreads very rapidly in these sandy soils.
Both frequent fire and dieback reduce the
diversity and alter the structure of the
community. To tackle these problems, an
area of about 140 hectares, about 30
hectares of which is banksia woodland,
has been set aside for classification as
Koondoola Regional Bushland, and a
management plan is being prepared.
Fencingand rezoning is being cnffied out,
and a Friends Croup has been formed.
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f rom exper ts  in  so i l  sc ience f rom
Agriculture WA. The community was
found to be on private property which
was for sale. CALM andANCAhavejointly
funded the purchase of this important
conservation reserve. The block contains
a variety of attractive plants including
chenille honey-myrtle, obtuse grevillea

lcreuillea obtusifolia)-a pretty specres
which is quite common ingardensaround
Perth-and the filac hlbiscus lAlgoggne
huegelii).

SOUTHERN IRONSTONE
COMMUNITY

Ironstone soil types are extremely
restricted in distribution and appear to
have been historically associated with
bogs-the iron being deposited by water
perco la t ing  th rough the  so i l .  Th is
particular community occurs in an
agricultural area around Busselton that
has been extensively cleared.

Its highly unusual plant community
contains a variety of very restricted and
often rare plants. Many of its threatened
plant species are at the southernmost
tips of their ranges. These include
McCutcheon's Er eri l lea (G rel i l lea
maccut c heonii), r ecognised as one of the
most  th rea tened p lan t  spec ies  ln
Aust ra l ia .  I t  was  probab ly  a lways
restricted to a very small area (see
'Endangered', L, NDSCOPE, Summer
1995-96). Many of the other species are
extremely susceptible to dieback and
occur in only one of the remaining
patches. One small occurrence of the
community is currently being treated
with the chemical phosphonate in an
attempt to combat dieback.

| ,4Douer One of the spectacular jewel

I beetfes on an un-named Astorlea
I gYowing in the clay wetlands.

lAboue left: Bonksio incana, one o[
I many understorey shrubs in the
I species-rich banksia woodlands, here at
the southem margin of its range.

Most ofthe patches have been burnt in
wildfires or illegal fires in the last two
years. Too-frequent fire has the potential
to totallyalterthe community, as many of
the plants can only reproduce by seed, and
need time between fires to mature. With
every fire, moreweeds invade thepatches.

Another community, occurring on

I A6oze: IvlcCulcheon s grevillea. regarded
I as the most threalened plant in Australia.
I is found only on a degraded road verge
in the northern ironstone community.

I Beloru: The proposed rare Creuillea
lelongata is a tall. spec ta c u la r shrub
I confined to the southern ironstone
community.

similar ironstone soils, but characterised
by different species, is restricted to an
arearoughly between Mucheaand Gingrn.
This is known as the 'northern ironstone
community'. Almost all of the original
communi ty  has  been c leared  to r
agriculture, and it is now extremely
restricted in distribution. The best known
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RAINBOW LORIKEETS: INVADERS IN THE SUBURBS
DAVID LAMONT & ALLAN BURBIDGE

GIANTS
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Rqinbou lorikeets. Are they pests? WII
they displace our natiue birds? Do we
need to control their numbers, ond if
so, hou? Find out more on page 17.

A rat bu ana other name.} In'Dinkum
Aussie Rqts' Andreu Burbidge discusses
the use of common and Aboriginal
names for natiue rodents.

A subspecies of granny bonnets
flsotropis cuneifolia subsp. glabra) found
in a threatmed communitg on the Swan
Coastal Plain. See storg on page 35.

'The Magic of Magento' co-author
Mol Graham clearing qn Aboriginal
sook in Lake Magenta Nature Reseroe.
See our storg on page 41.

In 'Sauing the Giants', read hou a neu
Tree Top Walk in WA's south-aest is set
to become one of Australia's nature-
based tourism icus.

DINKUM AUSSIE RATS
ANDREW BURBIDGE
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Nudibranchs, or sea-slugs,
Westem Australia's marine
environment. Theg are found
tremendous diuersity of colour
form, the Ceratosoma brevicaudatum,
illustrated here, is a common
inhabitant of south-uestem
uaters. See page 28 to
leam more about the
'Shtgs of the Sea'-

Illustration by lan Dickinson
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