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months and sometimes briefly after
sLrmmer  thunders to rms.  When Lake
Magenta is f i l led. it presents breathtaking
viervs of sti l l . glass l ike water that seems
to stretch forever.

EUROPEAN FIISTORY
In the earl-u- 1950s, there rvas a push

irom nrany scientists and government
agencies to establish a major nature
reserve in the mallee country of the
eastern Wheatbelt. This push r,,,as led by
the senior research scientist at CSIRO at
that t ime. Dr D.L. Serventv.

In late 1952, Dr Serventy $rrote to the
under secretary for lands proposing that
a reser.,re be established in the vicinitv of
Nyabing (40 km uest of Pingrup). The
under  se ,  reL i r ry  rep l ied  lha t  lanr l  w i th in
lha t  J rea  ! \as ; r l reaJy  e ' ,mmi t led  fo r
development and that Dr Serrenty should
1,,( 'k (Jst\\ 'ard. torrrarJs Lrkr Magenla.

In  ear ly  1953,  Dr  Seruenty  pu t
iogether a party of scientists from the
Western Australian Museum to sut"tey
the Lake Magenta area. He \!ent on to
propose a faunal reserve or primitive
areJ  u f  ibou l  l j5  T t t t t  h . .1 ; , r . r .  11 . ,1 .
proposal gained the support of many
e n i n e n t  s c i e n t i s t s .  g o v e r n m e n t
departments and agencies. Among them
\\,as ihe then Forests Department, $,hich
recommended that tu'o timber resen)cr,
in the area be cancelled and the whole

I Prgrli Sunli{lr l dapples the h;rndsome
I bark o[ the salmon gum. Woodllnds
I l ike this rvcrr: uncc common
throughout the \{heatbelt.
Phot{} trlurray Carter

Iocation be set aside as nature reset-vy.
Ho$'ever, local interests opposed the

init iative, largely on the grounds of
vermin control. At that point, dingoes
\\,ere an obstacle to agriculture in the
eastern Wheatbelt and such a large,
pristine areau,as seen as a potential haven
for dingoes and foxes.

A period of negotiation followed and
a l te rna t ives  to  Lake Magenta  $ ,e re
investigated. but found to be unsuitable.

l ,4ioae: The rrestcrn m,'use i i  une l f  l l r t

I Jeclued rare specics fuund rl l;*. llJ,Urnta.
I  Th i i  nne  was  ( i p tu r<J  du r i ng  r  sune r .

lAbore left :  l l reakJwJy hntlscrrpt: , ,n< ,, f

I  scvrrr l  eroded gr;rnitr .  r iJAt,s wilhin th.
I  l -akc tr lagentl  NrtLrre l les(l 'v(.
l)h0tos Murray Carter

ln November 1959, a Class A reserve of
94 170 hectares rvas establ ished.

Th i s  was  l ess  t han  t he  o r i g i na l
proposal, but locals continued to argue

' ,1
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A Dreaming trail has also been
described, extending from the north along
the chain of lakes, which includes Lake
Magentato Fitzgerald River and the coast.
Some soaks on the western edge of the
lake are apparently part of this trail.

PLANTS
A diversity of soil types support the

range of vegetation types present in the
reserve. Samphire scrubland gives way
to shrub thickets, heaths and mallee-
scrub, as well as woodlands of moort
(Eucal|ptus platgpus spp. platgpus),
yate (E- occidentolis) and salmon gum
(E. salmonophloia\.

Exceptfor a few areas adjacent to ftre
access tracks, the vegetation has only
been mapped on a broad scale. Little
detailed surveying of plants has been
und€rtaken to date. Nonetheless, more
than300 plantspecies have been recorded
fromthe reserve, including five banksias,
11 grevilleas,2l acacias, 23 melaleucas,
24 hakeas and 34 eucalypts. Twelve
species on CAIM's Priority Flora listhave
also been recorded,  inc luding the
at t ract ive wingless leschenaul t ia
(Lechenault ia acuti lo b a).

BIRDS
At the time of the reserve's gazettal,

perhaps its most famous occupant was the
malleefowl. Many long-term locals still
fondly refer to the areaas'the chook reserve'.
Unlike many smaller reserves, Lake Magenta
still supports malleefowl, the most recent
active mound being found last year.

In 1982, and based largely on WA
Museum surveys, 98 bird species were
known to inhabitthe reserve. The listhas
since been expanded to 119, as a resultof
opportunistic surveys by CALM staff. It
includes coastal species at the northem
limit of their range, such as the rare
western whipbird, and inland birds at the
southern edge oftheir range, such as the
hooded robin and Gilbert's whistler.
Wedge{ailed eaglescanalsobeseen quite
regularly.

REPTILES AND FROGS
Like the bird species, the reptile and

frog records reflect both the diversity of
the vegetationwithin the reserve and the
infl uences of southern and inland species
at the limit of their ranges. Forty-two
rcptile and ten frog species have been
recorded from the reserve.

Some of the interesting examples of
the southern-inland overlap are the
presence ofthe tiger snake and the mulga
snake, the skinks Lerista microtis and
Ctenotus schomburgkii and the crested

aqon \Ctenophorus cistatusl.
As might be expected from a reserve

with no naturally occuning, permanent
fresh surface water, most of the frog
species recorded have adapted to survive
in the arid zone by burrowing into the
ground and coming to the surface only
during, or soon after, rainfall. Many have
evolved highly specialised reproductive
systems in the absence of open water.
Some, for example the turtle frog
(Myobatrachus gouldiil, slorc large
amounts ofwater inside their bodies as a
survival mechanism.

The only frog at Lake Magenta that is

I The fruit of the quandong tr€e provides

I food for species ranging from th€
I western mouse to the emu-
Photo - Michael Morcombe

dependent on permanent fresh water is
the spotted-thighed ftog \Litoria
cyclorhgnchus), which resides at the so-
called 'Government Dam'in the reserve.

MAMMALS
Fourteen species of native mammals

are known to occur in the reserve, but
this list is expected to expand as modern
monitoring techniques are implemented.
The littfe bat (Vespadelus regulos), for
example, is the only batspecies recorded
to date.
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Nudibranchs, or sea-slugs,
Westem Australia's marine
environment. Theg are found
tremendous diuersity of colour
form, the Ceratosoma brevicaudatum,
illustrated here, is a common
inhabitant of south-uestem
uaters. See page 28 to
leam more about the
'Shtgs of the Sea'-
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