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ENDANGERED

First discovered in 1985, this
attractive spider orchid occurs over
a 10 km range near Dunsborough-
where it is known from just four
smal l  popu la t ions ,  compr is ing  a
mere  40  ind iv idua ls  in  to ta l .  l t s
habitat consists of marri, jarr'ah and
peppermin t  wood lands  on  we l l
d ra ined,  la te r i t i c  loam or  sand,
par t i cu la r ly  where  such hab i ta t
s lopes  down to  the  marg ins  o f
winter-wet flats. Within these areas,
it grows in association with several
other spider orchid species, and one
population is found in the same
area as the crit ically endangered
B  u s s e  l i s  s p i d e r  o r c h i d  ( C .
busselliqna).

The species has probably never
been abundant ,  and the  smal l
9eo9rapnrc range over whjch it
occurs suggests that it is naturally
res t r i c ted .  Desp i te  ex te  n  s  i ve
searches throughout the Busseltbn-
Dunsborough area ,  no  fu r ther
sightings of the orchid have been
made.

Known botanically as Caladeniq

viridescens, the species is distinguished
by its attractive spider-l ike flowers with
stitf ly held pale-green petals and sepals.
and a narrow, red tipped labellum (l ip).
The scientif ic name is derived from the
Latin viridi- (green), and the suffi)c
-escens (becoming), and refers to the
color ation ol its f lowers. plants f lower in
October, with up to three flowers per
p la  n t .

Early this century, the area around
Dunsborough was extensively cleared
for agriculture, and very l itt le of the
orchid's habitat remains today. Mo;e
recently, residential development has
escalated in the area, resulting in further
vegetation clearance. Weed invasion is
t h e  m o s t  s e v e r e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e
Dunsborough 'sp ider  o rch id , .a i  most
populations are found in or near heaviry
disturbed areas. Fires also threaten the
survival of the speciej. Fire during late
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autumn,  w in te r  and spr ing  can
destroy the plants, or prevent seed
set. Unfortunately, trampling by
visitors and picking of orchid flowers
has been the result of an increased
public awareness of the two largest
popu la t ions .

The grchid is one of 38 plant
species that have received special
Junding for their recovery in the
wild as part of a $300 000 CALM
project to save Western Australia,s
most crit ically endangered species.
Recovery actions implemented 50
far include the closure of a disused
access track into an adjacent farm
and the rernovalof heaps ofdumped
garden rubb ish  near  the  la rges t
popu la t jon  o f  the  orch id .  The
compacted surface of the track and
c a r p a r k  h a s  b e e n  r i p p e d  t o
encourage regeneration of native
p lan ts .  CALM has  en l i s ted  the  he lp
of Westralia 5ands in rehabil itating
the  s i te ,  and the  company has
prov ided seed and seed l ings  o f
na t ive  p lan t  spec ies  ind igenous to
the area.
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Rqinbou lorikeets. Are they pests? WII
they displace our natiue birds? Do we
need to control their numbers, ond if
so, hou? Find out more on page 17.

A rat bu ana other name.} In'Dinkum
Aussie Rqts' Andreu Burbidge discusses
the use of common and Aboriginal
names for natiue rodents.

A subspecies of granny bonnets
flsotropis cuneifolia subsp. glabra) found
in a threatmed communitg on the Swan
Coastal Plain. See storg on page 35.

'The Magic of Magento' co-author
Mol Graham clearing qn Aboriginal
sook in Lake Magenta Nature Reseroe.
See our storg on page 41.

In 'Sauing the Giants', read hou a neu
Tree Top Walk in WA's south-aest is set
to become one of Australia's nature-
based tourism icus.
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Nudibranchs, or sea-slugs,
Westem Australia's marine
environment. Theg are found
tremendous diuersity of colour
form, the Ceratosoma brevicaudatum,
illustrated here, is a common
inhabitant of south-uestem
uaters. See page 28 to
leam more about the
'Shtgs of the Sea'-
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