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Western '  Austra l ia  h is  
'4  new

sources.
A thonotypicgenus contains only one

species, and in this case it is the beard-

heath Cioninia kingiana. Previously
,known as Staqhelia kingiana or

Leicoiogon kingianus,' recer\t studies

havd shown that C ,t/ng iann is, in facl' a

distinct genus. '.

Dr Powell confirmed the distinction

while carryingout revisionary tnxonomic

studi. of the gdnus a eucopogon, artdher

findings were published in the 1993

volume of CALM's taxoiromic journal

Nuutsia.
The name Croninia honours Michael

and MarY Cronin who farmed near

Katanning in the 1880s. This father arld
' 

daughter team collected speiimens from

. manyareasof southernWesternAustralia
for thi: famous Victoridn botanist

FerdinandvonMueller. In 1893, Mueller
' 

oublished a species which he called'sigphelia 
kingiana'based on a collection

.made by the Cronins. ..
The name kingiana bonotsrs Henry

John King (c .  i815-88) ,  who was
' prominent inMelboume's musical circles

and organistof St JamesCathedral, and,it

seems likely that Mueller knew him'

Croininia be\ongs to the familY'

Epacridaceae (southern heaths) and

sqenls most closely related to the genus

CinostePhium, commonlY known as
pearlflowers.Otherwell-knownrelatiies.
include the tassel fldwer (Leucopogon

uerticillatus) and common pinheath

(Stlphelia tenuiflora\. :
Charaateristic featurgs of the genus

. 48 r^^ro*



A I I T W A . i l T . G t ] t U S
Recent studies haae shounthat at leost one plant inthe genus Leucopogon
shouldn't be fhere. It b, in fact, one ofa kind. So uhat is the s-torg behind
thk unique and endemic Westem Australian? bg Suzonne'Currg
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I The unusual and attractive yellowish

I green flowers of Croninio kingiana
I congregate towards the branch ends.

lCroninia kingiana growing among
I common woollybush lAdenanthos
I cggnorum) scrub'nbrth of
Badgingarra.
Photos - AIex Ceorge.

include strongly parallel-veined leaves,
whlch form a spiral around the stem.
The conspicuous flowers occur singly
along the stem between a pair of fleshy,

. tdangular bracts. The flowbrpetals form
acylinderwith fl eshy, triangular, bearded
lobes and the anthers have. two short
lobes. The fruit is a small drupe (l ik-ethe
peach or cherry) bul dry.

C, kingiona grows as an erect
compact shrub to one Tetre tall, with
bluish green leaves that aie finely tipped
and have between five and nine strong .
para l le l  ve ins .  The consp icuous ,
attractive flowers are congregated
towards the branch endsand extend past
the leaves. These flowbrs exude a strong
and swget honey smell. 'Their sepals and
corollatube are an unusual pale yellowiSh
green and the corolla lobes are white.
These lobes and the inside ofthe flowers

. are bearded by dense hairs. This latter

. 
character, in darticular, -groups it with

Suzanne Curry is the acting external
funding co ordinator with CALM's Park,
I)ol iqr & Tourism Branch. Suzanne has
a part icular interest in \ lA s natiVe f lora
and natural history. She can be
contacted on (09) 334 0492

the genus Leucopogon, commonly
knownasbeard-heaths: ;

C. kingiana-is endemic to Western
Australia. It has a scattered and fairly
widespread distribution, commonly
between Jurien, Perth, Naffogin and
Southern Cross: It flowers in late winter
and early spring, and can be found rn
deep sandwithin open heath or Iow open
woodlands.

The species has great hoiticultural
potential. Being in" the Epacridaceae
family, it is related to the exoticheathers
(Erica spp.\, which are well known to
gardeners and horticulturists. The
introduction of Croninia kingi&no to
the garden would help conserve lhis
attractive species, particularly as some
of  i t s  ?er th -suburban hab i ta ts  a re
d isappear ing  w i th  deve lopment .
Fortunately, it is protected in somrjareas
ent rus ted  to  CALM,  inc lud ing  the
Badgingarra National Park.
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Rqinbou lorikeets. Are they pests? WII
they displace our natiue birds? Do we
need to control their numbers, ond if
so, hou? Find out more on page 17.

A rat bu ana other name.} In'Dinkum
Aussie Rqts' Andreu Burbidge discusses
the use of common and Aboriginal
names for natiue rodents.

A subspecies of granny bonnets
flsotropis cuneifolia subsp. glabra) found
in a threatmed communitg on the Swan
Coastal Plain. See storg on page 35.

'The Magic of Magento' co-author
Mol Graham clearing qn Aboriginal
sook in Lake Magenta Nature Reseroe.
See our storg on page 41.

In 'Sauing the Giants', read hou a neu
Tree Top Walk in WA's south-aest is set
to become one of Australia's nature-
based tourism icus.
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Nudibranchs, or sea-slugs,
Westem Australia's marine
environment. Theg are found
tremendous diuersity of colour
form, the Ceratosoma brevicaudatum,
illustrated here, is a common
inhabitant of south-uestem
uaters. See page 28 to
leam more about the
'Shtgs of the Sea'-

Illustration by lan Dickinson
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