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Barry Wilson, the chairman of the Marrne
Parks and Reserues Working Croup,
commented that  ' i t  has been our
experience that the function of marrne
reserves is not widely understood in rne
communi ty '  and that  'a  publ ic
participation program is needed to gain
general  publ ic  suppor t  for  the
recommendat ions conta ined in  the
report'. The Western Australian Museum
is currently conducting marine research
in the Kimber ley,  but  remote-area
research is expensive. This is where
ANDSCOPE Expeditions can help.

ALL ABOARD!
ANDSCOPE Expeditions are non-

profit, self-supported study and research
Wojecb. ANDSCOPE expeditioners are
people who care about the environment.
They are CALM volunteerswho arewilling
to contribute financially to research, and
have the opportunity to work alongside
scientists who are experts in their field.
At the same time they are able to visrt
remote areas that normally would not be
accessible to them. In July 1996, the
support of a group of paying volunteers
made possible for the firsttime aresearch
expedition to the Kimberley coast.

With l ife jackets donned, the
expeditioners were transported from
Gantheaume Point, atBroome, to the MV
Sea Lion , anchored off shore, and met me
crew: Jason Tulipan (skipper), Alexandra
Vaughan and Luke Sibon. A-fter receiving
the obligatory safety instructions for shrps
at sea, we weighed anchor.

Under a clear sky and with a light
easterly wind blowing we were soon
headingfor Middle Lagoon on the Dampier
Peninsula. En route, large schools of
trevally and mackerel circled and bunched
up smaller f ish into tight packs, as
hundreds of brown boobies fell out ofrne
sky, diving into the seething mass offish.

We anchored off Middle Lagoon iare
in the afternoon and were met on the
beach by Peter and Traci Howard, who
have a  lease on  the  area  and are
developing it as a tourist facility. Local
Aboriginal identity George Dans had
agreed to take the group on a bushwalk
towards Emeriau Point. Along the track,
G€orge pointed out edible fruits and
seeds. and described traditional ways in
which they were prepared. Under a
brilliant sunset we made our way back
to camp. Thatnighta heavy sea fog rolled
in. blanketing the campsite and soaking

I Kevin Coate and Luke Sibon on the
I summit of Bald Rock with the Sea Lron
I standing by.

our  swags.  We awoke to  d r ipp ing
mosquito nets and eerie shafts of light
penetrating the fog.

LACEPEDE ISLANDS
Next day, at first light, we retumed on

boardthe&a Lion and headed out through
the fog to the Lacepede Islands Nature
Reserve, 20 kilometres off the coast and 150
kilometres north ofBroome. Named by the
famous French maritime explorer Baudin
in 1801, they commemorate the noreq
French naturalist Count Lac6pdde. The
islands, particularly Middle and West,were
sources ofphosphate-rich guano, a natural
fertiliser formed from concentrated bird
droppings, usually in areas ofdry climate.
During the 1870s the Lacepedes were
heavily exploited for this resource, with as
many as 160 people employed there. Today,
naturalists visit the island to marvelat the
masses of brown boobies and lesser frigate
birds, which nest on the sandy cays and
feed on the large schools of fish that teem
in these tropical seas. The islands are also
an important green turtle nesting rookery
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all sensed the drama of what may have
happened, of who may have been on
board. After towing the remains of the
wreck into shallow water, we attached
two buoys as warning markers. Our
skipper had radioed Coastwatch, who told
us it was an Indonesian fishing boat that
had sunk under tow. Mystery solvedl

TO THE GMVEYARD
Departing Middle Lagoon, we were

soon rounding Cape Levequewith brown
boobies skimming in our wake. Bright
oxide colours in the low coastal cliffs
were brilliant in the sunshine. As we
rounded One Arm Point the tide pushed
us along at 23 knots, but when it turned
we were reduced tojust nine knots. This
spectacular water movement produces
tidal surges andwhirlpools. Crossing the
wide expanse ofKing Sound, the skipper
cautiously guided the boat around
headlands and between islands, through
uncharted waters.

We reach the spectacular entrance to
the Graveyard on slack tide, a benign
tnnsition through turquoise waters and
portals of massive white and reddish
sandstone. The Graveyard is tlroughr ro
have derived its name from the many
pearlers who were buried on the islands
throughout Strickland Bay-victims of
this unforgivinE coastline. A Zodrac
inflatable was used to explore the
surrounding area and Jinunga River,
which empties into the Graveyard.
Alighting from the Zodiac, we made our
way up the tidal part of the creek to the
fteshwater pools. We collected and pressed
plant specimens and observed birds. Soon
we spotted a large saltwater crocodile
floating in the creek, a sobering reminder
ofthe natural hazards in these waters.

BALD ROCK AND CONE BAY
Bald Rock, a granite island in Cone

Bay one kilometre from the mainland,
had been suggested to us as a breeding
site for short-billed corellas; these birds
are known to nest in crevices inclifffaces
and have previously been recorded
nesting on offshore islands in tne
BuccaneerArchipelago. Sure enough, as
we approached the dome-shaped rock,
30-40 corellas could be seen sitting
among the jumbled rock near the top.
We made a hazardous landing from the
Zodiac, while the Sea Lion stood by so
we could inspect this unique rock. There

was plenty of evidence of nesting,
includinganabandoned eggandhollows
dug out under rock slabs. 'Ibo pairs of
pied oyster catchers with downy young
were also there, and not at all impressed
with our approach. These youngsters
were eventually shepherded by the
parents to shelter under overhanging
rock s labs.  The is land a lso hosted
mysterious circles of stone, obviously
arranged by human hand.

In Cone Bay, we landed on an area
known geologically as the Cone Bay
Granites. These I 800-million-year-old
Archaean granites are among the oldesr
rocks in the Kimberley, and are poorly
surveyed. Dense stands of perfectly
shaped boabs (Adansonia gregorii) and
kapok bush (Cochlospermum fraseri)
were common in the area. Also common
was an undescribed form of the graceful

I lop. Jinunga River near the entrance [o
I the Graveyard.
I Photo - Kevin Coate

I A6orer Bald Rock in Cone Bay, a
I breeding site for short-billed corellas.
I Photo - Kevin Coate

waltle (Acacia gracillima). This sweetly
perfumed species was previously known
only from specimens collected from near
Kimbolton on the Yampi Peninsula.

Of delight to the omithologists was a
wedge-tailed eagle's nest, with two recently
laid eggs sitting on a bed offreshly collected
leaves. The nest was quite large and had
been used for a number of seasons.

We anchored in Doubtful Bay,
between Steep Islandand Raft point. The
name Steep Island is description enough,
but Raft Point was equally steep and
seemingly impregnable.

tsro""oco 15



I o.rro.r, asr'raqlo araq^,\
ldarxa 'f,lFauua! u!^ay {q solor.ld

'qqor neg {6n) xel
ro't€te 08€ (60) uo uolsualxg
vMll lreluor slrPlap roJ '/66I ur
suoltrpadxl AdOJSOI}? ^q pa]aJo
aq IIr.r sdul lPoq (al.laqury o.\L

, srauoqpad\a gdocsoNw

966I aql puP 'uo!1 pas LW ufl
, Jo ,rarJ pue r?ddlls aql 'alpoJ ur^ay
; la8ulpg auqdPc ot queql prf,ads

, .ne.Ao8.em.uFl@Iuna{

,i ;lletu-a ro 1990 ?tt (60) uo papeluol
aq u€f, ur^ay sre?^ 0Z uPql

I aroru roJ fauaqluly aqljo uollqaAa
puP erolj aql uo paqsrlqnd
pu€ paqtrreasar seq aH ureraord
suorlrpadxG 4]OCSONV.I pug
llun suollerllqnd arualss s.w.Ivc

Jo rolPurproo? sr ̂llPauuay u!^ay

'flneaq tu€urproP4xa ]o lseof, srql
.{ofua ol anurluof, llrm suorluaua3 alnlnj

l?ql sarnsua uoqnquluoJ raql tnq 'sBal

puq rraql paulPFa.l mou a^pq slauoqrpadxa

xd)JS1NV'I r?lnrrued asaqJ
'uJPl;old tuuolruou]

IPJIS0lola aql Jo ued lerlnlt e
ur.loJ IIrn suorlJallol asaql uo.u p?urEF
?Fpal,, oul aql spasra^o pup pllprlsnv

aqr u! paioqruP uaas ,o "". ;;.;"Ii! | )ql 'puplsl uelooy Jo l .uuns Jql uo.rJ I

urqlra{ ?rrPqr?q Pue sunasnu ur
suadxa ol palnqulsrp pue passaro.rd uaaq
a^Pq palrallor a^ suaurrlads aql

'uolle^lasuoJ

roJ uraql a8euPur pue a?u?qf, lolruoru
ol rarspa aq IIr.r lr ',{Aolooa rraql lnoqp
uorleuroJul alou q l^lnq'sa3?ld l?rJads
asaql lf,atord ol pap?au sr luauaapu?u.r
Inlar?J arolalaql'sluale^rnba IPulsarral
Iaql upql alrauj arour saspl ̂uPI"u ur
ar? sparp FlseoC'lseor ̂alraquly aqlro]
sueld luaulaapu?ui arnlnJ Aurlelnu.uoj
ur alqPnlP^ur aq IIr.{ uorlrpaqxa
srql uo paraqle8 uorleu oJur aql

'dul 
Injrapuoi!\ ? ol

JleuU lpJrA e seM ll 'Surreaddesrp {0uaA
uaql rsa{nU raqt Fursrer pue UIPEP aruo
;ur^ olq'Aursu ̂llpuorsplo 'alelrns aql
rvlolaq lsnf SurslruJ ̂rrols 'ql?qdunq

Jo aldnor e pamolloJ ? .\ '^q asop saleq,{
Surlnods 'lqErs 

Injrapuon e-,s. olq
aqs rpql, '^luappns salou plau asrleug
pup suaurrJads {Jed ol d}runl.loddo
ue 'auoorg ol lleq Ineq Auol
'fup aql rc! uory oas aql ot {rpq papeaq
pue dn palJpd a/v\'spuelpeaq paEEnl
aql ra^o asuuns aql aas ol aurl ur dn

'puPlsr aql uo
suaprpA aql parPrF af,uo peq l?ql sanads
rrloxa Jo pealds aql sempu?lsl uelooy uo

lsalalurJO 'papallor ara,1 suaulf,ads pue
palrsr^ ara11\ spuPlsl qloB'uosat lsunole
s? padola^apar Buraq {lluarrnr sr pu€lsl
oolerpo3'1q8rs ur sr puelsl ool?{loC
uo Eururur Jo pua aql pu€ puplsl uploo)l
uo paulu la;uol ou sr aro sarlrlrrpj

-9I

lrod pue lPrluaplsal qlr. sauru aro
uorr se padola^ap alam qloB'oapladrqrry
ra3uerJng aql ul spu?lsr tsatrel
aql are sPuelsl ools{f,oc puP uPlooy

SWOH
CNV-OOJYYCOC .NV'IOOY

'leltoutaurur! aurl af,urs
aJupf,r1ruflrs lernllnr qlp\ ihpaq'sqlulld

l?uouau auolspues 'puels 6aql aBuero
pup ̂ar3 'Ilelq :JJrp a3uero aql lsur€tp
)l]eq puqs ua(x eurfpup^ aqJ ,seurfpuem
eas, Ie3rql^u Jo surloJ parJrrlad
aql luasaldar leql suorlpruro] Ilol
snolla^rprx aql Jo asneJaq aruerrluars

Iprrads Jo arpld € sr ll't66uD7 se aq,oad,

Ieur8uoqv aql ol ur oul luaurd?qua ue
sI aAoJ IalP'\ qsald Jo tlllou Palelo'I

]aal aql tuanba{
ol ur!\otr)l alP leql sallpoJolJ lale6 lles lo]

ldal s" ^ a^a snoqn"J V sazs pu? sadeqs

IIe JO Spaam?as puP surelJ 'sa?uods 'slprol

Jo ̂taup apr,1 aql aldues ol &runuoddo
ue sel1^ srqJ'sllel^ Ierof, .ra^o qsnl
sap?f,ser pue slleFalE,l pu"'saqduaJaar aW
ap\ t ollv'$Jn?.!!Dg ar0 preoq uo uoafuns
aql salProulauuoJ puP tuIY raued
drtlrqddqpaueusef Jaalaql' reBuqunq
apnl pup Suoanp p s ?ldoad lpurtuoqv ̂q
^lueurud pasn a.rc pue a^rasal purAuoqv
uP Jo U?d alP 'sprrPlsl rqJrtC q;rH luarpfpe
pup 'spuplsl tuauroaluol^l aqJ 'puelsl

uelooy Jo lsPs-rluou-l$a sa{auolDl 09
auos'^eg rartloC ur sI;aar fuauofiuow

ICCNV'I
(NV dSSU /LUShJOCJNOhI



, ;  { r ' ,  1 [

LAN DSCOPE-'*ru$r',ffi r'*
VOTUME TWELVE NUMBER 2, SUIVI\4ER 1996_97

Shannon National Park is the home of
the Great Forest 'llees Driae, another
nature-based tourist attraction for the
south-wesL Read the story on page lZ.

Therugged Kimbe eu coast uas the
Iocotion of the first maritime
I,ANDSCOPE ErpedrT ion. Read all about
it on page 10.

A huge uolunleer elfort has helped uith
the rmewal of the Montebello Islands
and the eradication of ferol animals-
(See page 47.)

One hundred gears ago, tuo members of
qn expedition lo the Great Sandu Deserl
become lost. Read what happenid to
them in 'Land of the Lost' on page 36.
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kience has long-knonm the relatiorchip
betueen plants and habitats. Nou we
are 'Prospectiw for Plants' using
landforms as o guide. (See page 25.)

The scimtific name of the
lit tle penguin @udyptula
minor) means 'little diaer'.
The wings of these llightless
seabirds haae eoolued into
flippers for underwater
propulsion. The little
pmguin is the smallest of
the 17 penguin species.
Penguin Island hos the largest
colong of little penguins on the
uest coast. See 'The Changing Face
of Pwuin Island' on page 28.
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