
Since the  ear ly  days  o f  the  Sta te ,  the
p ink ish- red  kar r i  t imber  has  p{ov ioed a
resource  o f  long- lgngth ,  h igh-s t rength

'  
mater ia l  fo r  eng ineer ing  purposes  and

.  o ther  s t ruc tu ra l  use .  l t  has  been used fo r
railway sleepers, power poles and even

cobb les ton is ,  bu t  i t s  use  fo r  fu rn i tu re
products has been limited because of the
ready  ava i lab i l i t y  o f  ja t rah .  NoW for  the
first t ime, karri is about to come inio its

own as  a  h igh-grade fu rn i tu re  t imber .
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he maj estic karri (EucalAPtus

diuersicolor) is Western Australia's

tallest tree and one of the tallest

hardwoods in the world. The best-known

karri is the Gloucester Tree, near

Pemberton. This 60-metre-high giant

towers above the surrounding forest, and

in the past, foresters maintained a fire

watch from a lookout in its lofty crown'

Karri occuPies a limited area of

high-rainfall country in the south-

west. The main occurrence extends

from near  Nannup south-east  to

Denmark. A smaller area occurs on

coastal limestone inland of Karridale's

coastal dune system, south ofMargaret

River. There are also small occurrences

near Mt Barker and in the Porongurup

Range. The main atea is Pure stands,

and karri also intermixes with marrt
(Eucalgptus calophalla), and grows

adjacent to some jarrah (Eucalgptus

marcinata\ forests. The karri oak

lAllicasuarina decussatal and karri

wattl e (Acacia Pentadenial a(e

common understoreY sPecles'
Karri commonlY grows from 45 to

70 metres tall, with a diameter of 1'5 to

3 metres.lt reaches its maximum height

in about 100 years. The tree is easily

recognisedby its long, straight stem and

smooth bark that is shed in strips each

year. The colour of the bark changes as

the t ree ages,  and in  o lder  t rees

commonlY has hues of Pink, orange'

Prev and whi te.  The crown has a

;ha;acteristic shape' with relatively few

leafy upper  branches arranged in

distinctive broccoli-shaped clusters' The

leaves are dark green above and paler

below, which is the reason for the

bolanlcal name 'diuersicolot' '

NEWTIMBBR
The use of karri for timber goes back

to the early days ofthe State's settlement'

Settlers used the timber for housing and

fences, and in the 1870s, businessman

Maurice Coleman Davies saw an

oDDortunity to supply timber for export'

In 1879, Davies began seeking a lease

from the Government for the strip of

karri forest along the coast south of

Margaret River, where Karridale was

subsequently established. There were two

natural ports in the area, one at Flinders

Bay and the other at Hamelin BaY'

However, Davies had a marketing
problem. No-one in the major market of

i,ondon had heard of karri timber; they

had become used to regular supplies of

builders of karri's great strength'
Davies organised a statutorY

declaration from settler Alfred Bussell

that karri logs from the Blackwood River

had been felled 50 years previously, and

the local Vasse magistrate attested that

these logs were still 'sound as a bell'' A

loqthathadbeen submersed in the ocean

for 30 years was settt to Kew Gardens for

potential timber buyers to inspect The

British Admiralty timber inspector tested

karri timber for Davies, and found that

it was stronger than jarrah' (Dry karri

timber is actually about 50 per cent

stronger than dry jarrah of the same

dimensions.)
ConsequentlY, Davies was able to

satis$ his market and went on to establish

the timber town of Karridale' He built up

a profilnble and thriving industry lhere'

The karri timber exported to t'ondon and

other markets was used mainlY for

engineering and structural purposes, and
' 

foicobblestones. In later years, karri has

been used for power poles and railway

sleepers after being suitably heated with

I Preoious Page
I xarri timber has been harvested
I commerciallv since the late 1E00s'
Photo - Bill Bachman

I lef: The 60-metre-tall Gloucester TYee

I is probably the best known karri'
I Photo - Jiri t ochman
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achemical preservative to reduce the risk
of attack by fungi or termites. Sawmill
residue, residue logs which are below
sawlog quality, and thinnings fyom
regrowth forest provide about 40 percent
of the State's woodchip exports.

ADDED VALUE
However, over the years there has been

a major change in perceptions towards the
use of our forest resoutces. In the early
days ofsettlement, and in fact until a few
decades ago, clearing was seen as an
improvement and there were few controls
on harvesting forest on private land.
Logging controls in State forests began
many decades before then, with the
establishment of the Forests Department.

Today. most people regard our native
forests as a highlyvaluable resource. The
Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM) must ensure that
our forests are harvested in a sustainable

l,46oue: The remains of a 600-metre-
I longjetty built in 1884 at Hamelin Bay.
I It was used to load shiDs with karri
timber from Boranup Forest to be taken
to markets around the world.
Photo - Bill Belsonlrchman Tfansparencies

I Ribr* Past use of karri timber has been
I mainly for structural purposes, such as
I this bridge over the Warren River.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

manner, with the highest economic
return possible to the State and ns
people. As a result, a great deal of
research and development has been
directed towards value-adding of timber
products, to increase the efficiency ofuse
of timber from our State forest.

CALM has encouraged increased use
of marri to produce valuable timber
products such as fumiture (see 'Marri for

Money', LANDSCOPE, Winter 1989).
Marri has traditionally been difficult to
use for value-adding because of the
extensive occurrence ofgum veins in the
timber. The gum veins are produced by
the tree as a reaction to damage by
borers, fire, or other factors.

Now karri too is beginning to receive
some serious attention from furniture
manufacturers. Karri hx a pinkish-red

, oscocuL\
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Shannon National Park is the home of
the Great Forest 'llees Driae, another
nature-based tourist attraction for the
south-wesL Read the story on page lZ.

Therugged Kimbe eu coast uas the
Iocotion of the first maritime
I,ANDSCOPE ErpedrT ion. Read all about
it on page 10.

A huge uolunleer elfort has helped uith
the rmewal of the Montebello Islands
and the eradication of ferol animals-
(See page 47.)

One hundred gears ago, tuo members of
qn expedition lo the Great Sandu Deserl
become lost. Read what happenid to
them in 'Land of the Lost' on page 36.
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kience has long-knonm the relatiorchip
betueen plants and habitats. Nou we
are 'Prospectiw for Plants' using
landforms as o guide. (See page 25.)

The scimtific name of the
lit tle penguin @udyptula
minor) means 'little diaer'.
The wings of these llightless
seabirds haae eoolued into
flippers for underwater
propulsion. The little
pmguin is the smallest of
the 17 penguin species.
Penguin Island hos the largest
colong of little penguins on the
uest coast. See 'The Changing Face
of Pwuin Island' on page 28.
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