NEW LABORATORY FOR BIRD DIET RESEARCH

Bird watchers and Group to trap and band e
researchers have a new several thousand migratory
facility from which to study shorebirds. Roebuck Bay and
the hundreds of thousands Eighty Mile Beach, to the

of birds that migrate from south, are the first

the Arctic tundra to Western | Australian landing sites for

Australia's Kimberley coast many of these birds.

for the Australian summer. Research has focused on
The new facility is a ‘wet developing information

lab’—built with the help of about numbers and species,

a $37 000 grant from the roosting sites, migration

Lotteries Commission’s routes and management

Gordon Reid Foundation for | issues. The new wet
Conservation—at the Broome | laboratory will enable this
Bird Observatory in Roebuck | research to be expanded.
Bay, 15 kilometres from the Last year, a community-
Kimberley coastal centre. based pilot project began to
It was opened and named monitor the invertebrates
the Pearson Wet Laboratory, | that live on the bottom of

by Cbservatory Chairman the bay. This pilot is the
David Pentelow in basis for a major

December, 1996 in honour collaborative study by

of Department of CALM, the Broome Bird
Conservation and Land Observatory and the
Management (CALM) Netherlands Institute for Sea
Woodvale Research Centre Research in mid-1997,
Manager Grant Pearson, Mr Mr Pearson said that both
Pearson had been the the pilot study and the
driving force behind the collaborative project
establishment of the heralded a new era for
laboratory, to promote the studies of wading birds in
study of invertebrates {on the north-west of WA and
which the birds feed), in the Australia generally.

Broome estuary mud flats. “"The completion of the

He designed and supervised wet laky will enable
its construction to meet the scientists, volunteers and

needs of researchers and interested visitors to work in
bird watchers, and had been | a relativeiy comfortable,
instrumental in securing safe and adequately
financial assistance for the equipped facility,” he said.
project. "We are also planning to

The laboratory will | extend research into areas
become the centre for a such as wader diets and the
range of research studies makeup of the sedimentary
involving CALM scientists, layers of the bay.”

members of the Royal
Australasian Ornitholegical
Union and international
centres such as the
Netherlands Institute for Sea

Top right: Wet lab interior.
Photo - Grant Pearson

Centre right: Volunteers testing
cross-country snow skis as a

Research. means of rapid fransport across
The Broome Bird mud flats at remote sites at

Observatory has been Roebuck Bay.

operating since1988. It has Photo - Grant Pearson

hosted a number of major Right: The new wet laboratory is,

expeditions by the afrconditioned, and has plenty of

Australasian Wader Study light. Photo - Grant Pearson
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