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map) .  Under  p lans  to  enhance the
conservation of Western Australian
plants and animals, the cleared area will
be replanted, offering new nature-based
recreation oppotunities and protecting
water quality on the Gnangara mound.

Drifts ofwildflowers will replace the
firstpines harvested, as Gnangara begins
to blossom into a conseruation and
recreation park. Seeds from last spring s
record display of everlastings in rhe
Murchison have been collected and are
being stored ready to plant this winterat
a site in the south of the plantation,
where pines have already been harvested.

Other areas of the former plantation
willbe plantedwith species from different
parts ofthe State. The incredible diversity
o f  WAs nat ive  p lan ts  and an imals  i s
known in te rna t iona l l y ,  and soon
Gnangara Park will bring examples of
different habitats to the city doorst€p,
creating a place for residents to relax, as
well as an attraction for visitors. It will
also give students a chance to see a range
of species in a natural setting.

All visitors will be able to learn more
aboutAboriginal culture. Bush tucker, dye
plants and medicinal plantswillbe grown,
and CAIM will run Aboriginal cultural
programs. Gnangara (or Ngangara) is
thought to mean 'spring of water' in the
local Nyoongar dialect, and there are
strong cultural links with wetlands in the
area around the proposed park.

ON THE CITY DOORSTEP
With careful planning, the park will

include areas representing diverue Westem
Australian landscapes, from the
heathlands of the south coast and the
woodland trees of the Goldfields, to tne
carpets of everlastings in the Murchison,
Mass plantings of flowering species will
provide colour and a source of food for
nectar and insect-feeding animals every
month of the year, from Morrison
featherfl owers (Verticordia nitens\ from
November to January to WA Christmas
trees (Nugtsia floribunda) in December.
The new plantings will be integrated with
the extensive grov€s of balgas (grass trees),
which grow in the bushland around the
plantation. Together, they will provide
habitats for marsupials and otheranimals.

CALM's Western Shield project-to
control European foxes and feral cats,
and return native animals to theirformer
hab i ta ts  (see 'Western  Sh ie ld ' ,

I Rrllf The brilliant Morrison
I featherflower is already a familiar sight
I around Cnangara. Early plans for the
new park include mass plantings of
wildflowers so that something is in flower
every month of the year.
Photo - I,en Stewarulochman 'lYansparencres

| 8e1oa. The first pines were grown at
I the 'remote' Cnangara nursery in 1926.
I Photo - CAI-M

LANDSCOPE, Winter 1996)-witl be
extended to Gnangara. Predator baiting
will take place in a fenced section of the
park, so foxes and feral cats cannot
re invade the  area .  V is i to rs  to  th is
sanctuary will be able to see a range of
reintroduced animals, including rare
numbats and dibblers, as well as woylies,
band icoots .  kangaroos .  wa l lab  r  es ,
possums and dozens of different spectes
ofwaterbirds.

The string of wetlands north and
south ofPerth is vital forwaterbirds from
as far away as Siberia. Migratory birds
f rom the  nor thern  hemisphere  are
regular visitors, feeding alongside Iocal
species, and both will find new havens ur
Cnangara Park. Children who now know
more about lions and tigers than they do
about many of this country's animals will
be able to go on safaris' to see Australian
wildlife.

CONSERVATION ARK
As well as being a sanctuary for

a n i m a l s .  t h e  p a r k  w i l l  b e  a  l i v i n g
conservation ark [or plants. Conservation
efforts will, of course, continue in rne
wild, but back-up collections of rare
plants will be grown at Gnangara. One
example  wou ld  be  scar le t  banks ia
(Banksia coccinea), which is threatened
in its naturai habitat by dieback and
c a n k e r  ( s e e ' W i l d f l o w e r  K i l l e r s ' ,
ANDSCOPE, Sqing 1991). Planting rare
species and protecting the remaining
bushland in and around the existingpine
plantation will create a massive seed orchard
for CALM to use in the rehabilitation of
degraded areas-whether planting new
scarlet banksia seedlings on the south
coast, or restoring urban bushland.

Existing wetlands and vegetation will
be protected and enhanced-patches of

I
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ULMb neu Marine Corceruation
Branch gets in deep (page 10) to plaA its
uital role in safeguarding the health of
WAb uniqte marine enaironment-

Called 'Karlamilgi' bg desert Aborigines,
RudaU Riuer National Park (page 28)
is steeped in historA and b^tling uith
wildlife.

Fancg a walk? Join us while we look at
the maironmmL history and buiuing
of a new Bibbulmun Track. See page 36.

OCEANS OF WEALTH
CHRIS SIMPSON, NICK D ADAMOAND CAROI.YN THOMSON.......1 O

AUSTRALIAS GOLDEN FUTURE

PARK FOR THE PEOPLE

BUILDING A BETTER BIBBULMUN TRACK

MOUND BUILDERS OFTHE PILBARA
STUARTANSTEE,TONY STARTAND KEITH M0RRIS.,.....,.....,.......42

SPINELESS INDICATORS
MIKESMIIH,WINSTON MYADRIAN PINDERAND

l i i 7 5 6 , t

Aquatic bugs are helping scientbts to
determine the health of WA' s
waterways. See Spineless lndicators on
page 49.

The economic, social and conseruation
potential ofAcacia in WA , a storg of a
golden future on page 16.
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