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How do you conserve a specjes
that has not been seen alive by any
living ornithologist, and of which only
two unequivocal sightings have been
made this century?.First. f ind your
bird. Then locate a population to be
studiedand managed. But f inding this
elusive bird is not easy.

Since the publication of a leaflet
sdeking reports of sjghtings of night
par ro ts  in  m id -  1995 (see ,Busn

Telegraph', I,ANDSCOPF, Winter 1995),
about30 reports have been received. On
the basis of these reports, apparently
suitable habitat has been searched at
five locationsin the southern coldfields
and eastern Wheatbelt in the last 12
months or so. Field work included a
mdjor 1996 camp-out in the Lake King
area by Department of Coiservation
and Land Management (CALM) staff
and vo lun teers  f rom the  Roya l
Aus t ra laS ian  Orn i tho log is ts  Un jon
(RAOU). But despite about 70 vehicle
hours of spotl ighting and a similar
amount of daylight searching, night
parrots remained unseen.

Adding recent reports to historical

ones suggest€d that the remote area
between Nullagine and Newman, in the
west, and the Canning Stock Route, In
the basq merited investigation. In
particular. we had received i rarner
convincing report from the Canning
Stock Route. dated 8 June 't996; which

' was almost in the middle of a cluster of
three historical reports.

An^expedition to this area was
conducted in November '1996: Those
invo lve iJ  were  John B ly th ,  A l lan
Burb idge,  J im Ro l fe ,  dnd pe ter
'Kendrick (all of CALM), Walier Boles
(Aust ra l ian  Museum,  Sydney)  and
v o l u n t e e r  A l l e  n  S a v a g e .  T h e
exped i t ion  was la rge ly  funded by
CAL[/, with assistance from the ,Dick

Smith Night Parrot Fund., mandged by
the Australian Museum.

We assumed,  on  the  bas is  o f
reports in the l iterature. that night
par ro ts  v is i t  waterho le5  a t  n igh t
during hot weather. We concentrated
on nn  is t -ne t t in9 .  l i s ten jng  and
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s p o t l i g h t i n g  a r o u n d  l s o l a r e q
waterholes at six sites, either at or
close to previous sightings.

. Field activit ies were mostly at
night-not iust to escape the hear.
but becau5e the bird is thbught to be

'  noc turna l .  One or  more  tape
recorders were run for the first four.
hours after sundown at each place of
s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  D u r i n g  t h e  d a y  w e
searched for possible hiding placesfor
night parrots and for feathers.

Unfor tunate ly ,  there  were  no
s igns  o f  the  b i rd ,  e i ther  v is ib le  o r
audible. This was disappointing, but
not unexpected. The night parrot is a
secretive. well:camouf laged noctUrnal
b i r d ;  l i v i n g  i n  r e m o t e  p l a c e s  i n
h  a  b i ta ts  tha t  a re  po ten t ia l ty
available across half of Australia. Ali
the . ind ica t ions  are  tha t  i t  i s  very
uncommon and highly threatened.
lf we do not f ind and manage one or
more populations, this bird may ju5t
fade away to extinction.. We wil l
continue the 5earch. tf you believe you,
have seen a  n igh t  par ro t ,  p lease
contact your nearest CALM office.
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ULMb neu Marine Corceruation
Branch gets in deep (page 10) to plaA its
uital role in safeguarding the health of
WAb uniqte marine enaironment-

Called 'Karlamilgi' bg desert Aborigines,
RudaU Riuer National Park (page 28)
is steeped in historA and b^tling uith
wildlife.

Fancg a walk? Join us while we look at
the maironmmL history and buiuing
of a new Bibbulmun Track. See page 36.

OCEANS OF WEALTH
CHRIS SIMPSON, NICK D ADAMOAND CAROI.YN THOMSON.......1 O

AUSTRALIAS GOLDEN FUTURE

PARK FOR THE PEOPLE

BUILDING A BETTER BIBBULMUN TRACK

MOUND BUILDERS OFTHE PILBARA
STUARTANSTEE,TONY STARTAND KEITH M0RRIS.,.....,.....,.......42

SPINELESS INDICATORS
MIKESMIIH,WINSTON MYADRIAN PINDERAND

l i i 7 5 6 , t

Aquatic bugs are helping scientbts to
determine the health of WA' s
waterways. See Spineless lndicators on
page 49.

The economic, social and conseruation
potential ofAcacia in WA , a storg of a
golden future on page 16.
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