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It was estimated that around this
time more than 5 000 people walked the
track each year, with the majority being
short-term hikers undertaking walks of
one to three days. This reflected the real
aim of Geoff Schafer's original idea, to
inspire would-be walkers to go bush.

BUILDING A BET"TER
BIBBULMUN TRACK

In the early 1990s, the Bibbulmun
Track faced a growing number of
problems, mainly associated with other
land uses such as forestry operations,
mining, water catchment and roads. ln
October 1993, CALM began a bold Plan
to renovate the track, with the aim of
solving these problems permanently and
turning it into one of the world! great
long-distance walI(s.

Theproposed route included a radical
realignment, retaining barely 10 per cent
of the old route and adding a significant
south coast  extension,  some 180
kilometres farther east to Albany-
thereby fulfilling the original idea of a
'Perth-to-Albany' walk.

The new al ignment  p laced the
majority of the track in conservation
estates. As these estates encompass many
of the State's premier natural areas,
walkers would be able to experience the

best ofthe south-west, a key component
of the project's purpose.

To ensure community involvement,
significant input was sought from all
levels of government, the corporate
sector, service clubs, schools, outdoor
and bushwalking clubs and the wider
community.

The project was funded by a Federal
grant, provided through the Regional
Development Program and worth some
$1.38 million over two years. This was
matched by contributions from CALM,
the Min is t ry  of  Just ice,  Regional
Development  Commiss ions and
Employment Ttaining programs.

Further funds were received from a
range of corporate sponsors including
Alcoa of Australia, Worsley Alumina,
Gr i f f in  Coal ,  Hedges Gold,  CSBB
Mountain Designs, Cullity Timbers and
Scotch College. To top off the
outstanding support from the corporate
sector, the Federation of Bushwalking
Clubs obtained a grant fYom the Gordon
Reid Foundation (Lotteries Commission)
for construction of seven additional
campsites on the new track.

CAMP CONSTRUCTION
Campsites are a key feature of the

track, with 46 new sites being built

l.Arora A walker stops for lunch on the
I track in a shady spot south-east of
I Mundaring.

lAboue left: Farlher south. the track
I runs through karri forest. Here, it
I crosses the Donnelly River at
Boardinghouse Bridge.

between 10and20 kilometres apart. Each
site features aunique three-walled timber
sleeping shelter providing all-weather
accommodation for eight to 12 people.
Water is provided from a 6 800-litre
rainwater tank, using the shelter roof as
catchment. Other site facilities include an
outdoor picnic table, concrete barbecue,
rustic bush toilet and tent sites.

The project team has ensured that
all sites are accessible only on foot,
significantly reducing the likelihood ol
vandalism and maintaining a sens€ ol
wilderness more in keeping with the
ethos ofthe track. Siteswerealso chosen
for flreir aesthetic appeal and practicality,
with several, including Waalegh near
Mundaring Weir and Blackwood perched
high above the river valley, offering
breathtaking views.

To complement the facili i ies,
hundreds of kilometres of new walk track
is under construction. To expedite this
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The Bibbulmun Ttack vision also
attracted a number of groups to
volunteer for campsite construction
task. The Collie Combined Service Clubs
have undertaken three weekend busy
bees, building the Yourdemung and
Harris Dam sites north of Collie and the
Noggerup site south ofthe Preston River.
Staff from Worsley Alumina volunteered
for similar construction weekends,
completing both the Possum Springs and
Dookanelly sites that were sponsored by
the company. The tumy Reserve! l3th
Field Squadron builtthe Blackwood and
Palings sites during a field-training
exercise.

Early in the project, considerable
work was done by Department of
Employment, Education and Training
job skills programs. These included trail
and campsite construction near Albany,
boardwalk, bridge and trail workaround
Peaceful Bay, and campsite and trail
construction south of Collie.

More recently, a Landcare and
Dnvironmental Action Program (LEAP)
crew completed the first campsite for
people with disabilities just north ofthe
Brookton Highway. In addition to the
work done by community groups, crews
and staff from all eight CALM Districts
along the route have been involved and
continue to provide the backbone for the
project.

THE FUTURE
A new series of updated maps and

guides are being produced. This will
ensure that users of the new Bibbulmun
Track have ready access to the
information they require for safe and
enjoyable outings. Each of these
will feature extensive track notes,
topographical maps, profiles, and details
of towns and places of interest.
Information is also available on
NatureBase, CALM's award-winning
internet site. An information and
educational CD-ROM is planned for the
near future.

The project's construction phase is in
two parts, with the northern half from
Kalamunda to Brockman Highway due for
completion in August 1997. The southem
half, from Nannup through to Albany, will
open a year later. The first section of the
new track, from Kalamunda to Brookton
Highway, opened in August 1995. The
popularity of this section reinforces the
belief that WA is ready for a true world-
class walk track. Opening this section
early allowed the project team to
ncorporate users' comments into refined
plans and procedures for other parts of
the track. This will ensure that the
Bibbulmun Track ofthe future will truly
be a walker's paradise, designed by
walkers, built (at least in part) by walkers,
for the use ofwalkers.

I Mt Cook€, the highest peak in the
I Darling Range. The walk trailwinds
I northward to the distant Mt Dale-

When completed, it will stretch some
950 kilometres throup;h a variety ofjarrah,
marri, wandoo, karri and tingle foresrs,
interspersed with coastal peppermint and
heathlands. Itwillcross some ofthe most
beautiful and wild areas of the south-
west, including the spectacular south
coast, and offer views and facilitres
unrivalled on any long-distance trail in
Australia. Itwill be a significant addition
to the State's touism industry attracting
interstate and international tourists.
And, more importantly, it will fulfil
Ceoff Schafer's original dream of a
long-distance walk track designed to
encourage us all to go bush.

urosnce 4l
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ULMb neu Marine Corceruation
Branch gets in deep (page 10) to plaA its
uital role in safeguarding the health of
WAb uniqte marine enaironment-

Called 'Karlamilgi' bg desert Aborigines,
RudaU Riuer National Park (page 28)
is steeped in historA and b^tling uith
wildlife.

Fancg a walk? Join us while we look at
the maironmmL history and buiuing
of a new Bibbulmun Track. See page 36.
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Aquatic bugs are helping scientbts to
determine the health of WA' s
waterways. See Spineless lndicators on
page 49.

The economic, social and conseruation
potential ofAcacia in WA , a storg of a
golden future on page 16.

ENDANGERED rue ruIGHI PARRoT

lllaragirg Editor: Ron Kawalilak
Editon David Gough
story Editors:verna costello, Mitsivancq iohn Hunter
Scientificrtechnical advi(e: Andrew Budidge, lanAbbott,
PaulJones and staff of CAtM's Science & Infomalion Division
Design and production: Maria Duthie, Sue Marais
Finish€d ark l\,laria Duthie. Sue lllarais. Gooitzen van der Meer
lllurtrationr Gooitzen van der l\,leer,lan Dickinson
C.rtographf Promaco Geodraft
Marketing: EstelledeSan Migueltt (09) 334 02% Fax:(09)334 0498
Subrcdption enquirie.: t (09) 334 0481 or(09)334 0437
Colour Separation by Prepress Services
Printed in Western Australia by Lamb Print
@ rssN 0815-4465.Allmatedalcopyrighr. No pan of dre contenB oJ rhe publicaton
may be rcproduced wirhout rhe consent ofte publishert
Visit LANOSCOPfonlin€ on ourawad-winning Intemel site
Nature8ase at http://wwwcalm.wa,govau/

Published by Dr S Shea, Executive Director
Department of Conservation and Land Manaqement,
50 Hayman Road, Como,Western Australia

uloscorc3




