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Do you enjoy

abseil ing, canoeing or

buth art courres,

Aboriginal Dreaming

prrformances or unique

Oyderdale and llama

toursl Well, all are

on offer at The ll i l ls Forest.

Er tab l i shed in  199?,  the

projrct was designed to

encourage people to Yisit the

for$t. I ive years later, it ha!

be(ome a po{erhouse of

actiYitl, with more than

l6  500 peop le  en joy ing  is

delightl each year.

Whether for 5(hool student5,

adYenturou i  ind iv idua ls  o r

interestrd renion, Ihe l| i l ls

forest har iom€thing for

ever I0ne.

Jorohmori lore5l.
Photo - 0ennis 5060|1/
lodmon TmniFrcnde!

lntet lop:
Exdoirg forcsl
volues
hoto - 8orry llmpel

lntel (ente:
Forestjntpired .reolivily.
ftoh - Poulo Wood

lntel klton:
Edu(olion is fun.
Photo - lir iloo{e
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Catchment Carers' Trail, has
dance,  yarn  sp inn ing  even ings  and a lso  had an  inc red ib ly
bush bands.

a B et ter  Bibbulmun Track ' ,
LANDSCOPE, Autumn 1997). Here,
visitors can opt for a one-day walk to
improve their bush walking skills, or a
three-day weekend away on an exciting
and energetic 40-kilometre hike using
new campsi te fac i l i t ies.  For  those
planning a more extended trip down
south,  J  esse Brampton,  CALM's
Bibbulmun Track Coordinator, will
discuss the track's facilities, campsites
and markers. as well as the necessar)-
and unnecessary-gear for the trip at
a fascinating briefing evening.

Not contentwith a greatly expanded
Co Bush! program, the team at The
Hills Forest has come up with some
fantastic summer evening information
and entertainment sessions. Most of
these are held in the rammed eann
amphitheatre, and the Sights and
Sounds of the Night program has
become renowned for its Aboriginal
Dreaming performances of music and

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
The innovative commitment to a

series ofeducational programs for school
students continues strongly, but has not
been without heartache. The different
approach towards the learning process

was initially metwith some mistrust and
indifference as it was working against
convention. However, the growth in
attendance has been phenomenal. The
first year saw only 600 students pass
through the program, but lastyear more
than 6 500 students and adults took part.

Several new educational programs
arebeing developed. From one successful
series run over the past four years,
Discouering The Hills Forest \as now
become five separate one-day excursions
that link with the curriculum and pre-
visit classroom activities for Years 3 to 7.
Children'discover' the forest ecosystem,
Abor ig inal  cu l ture and threatened
species,with the emphasis on responsible
use of forest resources and how to take
action to lessen environmental
impact caused by humans.

A combination excursion, set up
in conjunction with the WA Water
Corporation staff and called the

successful f irst year. Nearly
4 500 students and adults participated in
this interactive walk trail, which focuses
on issues suchas salinity, erosion, nature
conservation and water cycle.

The annual 'Forest Walk'-held rn
late winter when the forest is at its
best, with water courses cascading,
w i ld f lowers  in  b loom and p len ty  o f
wildlife to see-and other special events
have helped to raise public awareness of
the possibilities and facilities that exrsr
in the forest so close to Perth.

The first 'Native Animal Encounters
Day' was held in June last year. It was
such a success, with nearly 1 000 adults
and children attending, that it wil l
be repeated this year. The opportunity to
look,listenand learn about a huge variety
of native animds-birds, reptiles, insects
and mammals, including the rarely seen

chuditch and numbat-

l/ was extremely attractive
l i  to  many fami l ies.

Exper ienced wi ld l i fe
carers and CALM staffwere
available for questions at
information points, and
everyone had the

opportunity to get close
toanimals that they may
have heard about, but

never seen.

I Belou lef. Close encounters
I of a bush kind.
I Photo Dennis Sarson/Lochman
Ttansparencies
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sti l l  active in their work. The youngest
is a 16-year-old student, the oldest has
j u s t  t u r n e d  8 0 .  T h e  H i l l s  F o r e s t
volunteers come from all walks of l i fe.
They all share a great sense of fun and
humour, a common desire to be with
people and to get out and enjoj,
the bush.

L ike  everyone invo lved in
The ll i l ls Forest project, it 's the
intense look of concentration,
f a s c i n a t i o n  a n d  s o  m e t i m e s
disbelief on peoples' faces when
they  encounter  some ne\ \ r
expe r ien  ce  tha t  keeps  the
vo lun teers  coming back .  I t ' s
the constant fun of acquiring
neu' skil ls and knowledge. It 's
t h o s e  i m  p o s s  i b  l e -  t o  -  r e p e a t
moments when the kookaburra
laughs  be tween songs  in  the
amphi theat re  . . .  the  smel l  o f
the forest after the first rains
. . . or the inquiry about u,hether
or not paper is made during the
acti! ity entit led Paper-Making!

I n  T h e  H  i l l s  F o r e s t ,
imag ina t ion  is  s t i l l  the  on ly
l im i t l

ftAboue leti: Ahoriginal l)reaming a
H favourite event in the summer pn)t:ram.
L1l 'hot{)  KevinUr i lson

E Ler. Ancient qrinite holders are a
! feature of the DarlinA llrnAe.
I  I 'hoto -  Sk'v Slavin

fiBelow left:'l'he ltorest Walk attracted

I  m i rny  f rm i l i t s  keen  t o  l ea rn  l hou I  t l r r
fi forrst-
l)hoto l larry I looper

I Br,1o.r i  Chudil(h, l l r(  speci i l  mascol of
I  the oruiect.
I  l 'hoio l i r i  t-ocbmrn

Stev Slavin is manager ofThe Hil ls
Forest and Kate Baxter is th€ mark€tirrg
and promotions officer. Both can be
contacted on (08) 9295 3149.
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THE HILLS FOREST:THE FIRST FIVE YEARS
KATEEAXIER&SIEVSIAVIN ..  . . . . . . .-10

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORMS OF THE
KIMBERLEY

Noisy scrub-birds are rqre in museum
collections. This one, from a Dutch
Museum, was probably collected bg
John Cilbert. See page 36.

Mount Bakeuell loot ts ouer the old
toun of York, but it is more thanjust a
ptominent landmark. Find out wh| on
pqge 42.

MARSUPIAL CONSERVATION
ANDREW EURBtDGE & KHTH M0RRt5... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . .  . .  22

INSECTS IN THE GARDEN

JOHN GILBERT'S AUSTRALIAN COLLECTIONS
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tAN A880TT... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49

ENDANGERED
CARRICK'S |!4|NTBU5H... .... .....48

URBAN ANTICS nrr-110N............................... ... .. .. 54

Published bv Dr 5 Shea. Executive Diredor
Departmeni of Conseruation and Land Management,
50 Hayman Road, Como, Western Australia

Get dotL,n on the ground,
scramble through the leaf
litter and compost in your
gorden, and discouer the
fascinoting world of insects.
'lnsects in the Carden', on
page 28, shows how these
s e e m ing I U ins i gn i lic an t
creatures help keep the
ecosustetn runmng
smoothlg and how they are
a uital part ofnatureb life-cycle.
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This lear, The Hills Foresl celebrates its
fifth birthday. Find out ahqt\ been
happening there in our stor[ on
page 10.

The Kimberleg region ofWestem
Australiq has some ueird and uonderful
landforms. Read all about them on
page 16.

The northem guoll is just one of WA3
marsupiak that haue been part ofa
recent conseruation stqtus reuieu.
See page 22.
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