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BOTANICAL SMORGASBORD
Mount  Bakewel l  i s  a  r i ch  and

in t r igu ing  bo tan ica l  resource .  I t s
summi t  i s  composed o f  mass ive
quartzite rock, which is resistant to
erosion and, therefore, forms areas of
high relief, similar to nearby Mount
Brown, Red Knob and the Needling Hills.
The geology ofthe area is complex, giving
fise to a variety of soils, which in turn
support a wide range ofvegetation types.

The remnant bushland features awide
range of types of woodlands. Wandoo
\Eucalgptus uandoo\ and powderbark
lE. accedens) grow on the quartzite soils,
while York gum (E. Ioxophleba) and jam

lAcocia acuminata) occur on the more
fertile red loams. Some of the York gum
woodlands are unusually high in the
landscape. 0n sandy areas there are marrr
(Corgmbia calophUlla) woodlands; on
more shallowsoils, species-rich heath and
shrublands abound. Woodlands of rock
sheoak (Allocasuarina huegeliana) are
found around the summit as well as orr
many of the lower slopes. The heathlands
are  par t i cu la r ly  r i ch  in  p lan t  spec ies .
forming a colourful carpet in spring, with
flowering shrubs, orchids, and everlastings.

FINDING THE HIDDEN
TREASURES

With in  a  decade o f  the  ear l ies t
European exploration ofthe York area rn
1830, Mount Bakewell had come to the
attention of botanists. Its summit had
served as avantage point for Ensign Dale,
who, it is believed, named itaftera friend,
pioneer animal breeder Robert Bakewell.
In September 1939, Mount Bakewell was
visited by the Cerman botanist Ludwig
Preiss, who collected a number ofplants,
many ofwhich are considered rare. The
hil l thomasia (Thomasio monlana), for
example, is declared as rare flora and
has not been lound there since Preiss

lTop righl: Marriwoodland grows on the
I more shaded soils of lvlount Bakewell.
I Photo Mike Brahrm,4orhm,rn Jtanspaftncies

lCentre right: Mountain hibbertia. one
I of the plants colle(ted by Preiss on thr
l rocky summils' of l lount Bakewell in
1839. lt is sti l l  common there.

aRighl: ('dlgltit brct'r:spl.i s hsn.
| .rllpaloJ,, ;.lr(,ws in thc rich hc;rthl.rntls,
I which frrrm ;r cokrurful mosaic of
flowering shruhs in spring.
Phokrs Sur l)ilrick
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Nevertheless, only 101 collections
from Mount Bakewellare represented in
the WA Herbarium, from a total of only
48 species, some of which have becn
collected there many times. Despite
every indication of profound botanical
significance, no thorough flora survey
has yet been made of lvlount Bakewell

Nor has there been any detailed fauna
survey conducted to date, although the
bushland is known to be inhabited by
manyspecies of mammals, birds, reptiles,
insects and other invertebrates. There is
c€rtainly evidence that the euro finds
refuge in the rocky upland areas.

GUARDING THE TREASURE
Not only is Mount Bakewell valuable

for its diversity; it is also significant for
the unusual nature of many of its plants.
Some of them are markedly different
from the same species growing elsewhere.
The population oI mountain hibbertia is
regarded as the most representative of
the species, and broadJeaved hemigenia
also differs in some ways from the plants
in other populations. A more commoll
spec ies .  the  fo res t  p ime l ia  (P ine l la
sg/ueslts), has much larger flowers than
normal. The remnant bush also features
unusually tall grasstrees lxotl t horrhoea
sp.). Several reach six metres in height.

and may be more than 300 years old. The
ages ofthese plants add to the mountain!
historical and scientif ic significance,
because they may provide information on
bushfire frequency in the times before
European settlement.

Until recently, management of rne
bush land was le f t  most ly  to  the
surrounding landholders. In the mid
1980s, a draft plan for the area proposed
formation ofa regional park, but this was
not pursued, Recently, a management
plan developed by the Shire of york and
the York Land Conservation District
Committee has formally recognised the
area's significance. Funded by a grant
from the State Landcare Program, the
management  p lan  ca l l s  fo r  a
consolidation ofCrown land reserves and
Crown-owned freehold land into an A-
C lass  reserve ,  w i th  an  appropr ia te
purpose, to be vested in and managed by
the Shire. The plan brings into account
conservation measures for the plant
and animal communities, through the
e l im ina t ion  and cont ro l  o f  po ten t ia l
th rea ts  to  the  de l i ca te  na tura l
envr ronment .  I t  a lso  invo lves  us ing
conseruat ion-based management  to
restore degraded areas, and encourages
further research into the naturalvalues
of  the  mounta in .  iden t i f l , ing  and

lAbooe Iefl: Smooth-lipped spid<r orchitl
llCaladenia integra ), oncc thought to be
r a rare species, was found to be common
on Mounl Bakewell after a fire in 1986.
Photo - Babs & Uert Wells/CALM

lAboue: A young gftsslree and plants of
f the mauve-flowered daisy Olearia rudis
I grow in soil pockets ofa rocky breakaway.
Photo Sue Patrick

protecting the manifold heritage values.
Elements of history, geography, and

good fortune have resulted in Mount
Bakewel l  and i t s  remnant  bush land
surviving mostly unspoiled and availaole
for the many uses required of it. It rs
fitting that, now, the same diversity of
interests is combining to develop a sound
management program that wil l maintarn
the rich resource in percetuity, giving it
its proper place in the social and natural
history ofYork, and the botanical history
ofWestern Australia.

Sue Patrick it a Senior Research
Scientist in CALM's S6ience and
Information Division. She can be
contacted at the Western Australian.
Iderbarium on (08) 9334 0485
le-mail: sueD@calm.wa.gov.au).
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Noisy scrub-birds are rqre in museum
collections. This one, from a Dutch
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Get dotL,n on the ground,
scramble through the leaf
litter and compost in your
gorden, and discouer the
fascinoting world of insects.
'lnsects in the Carden', on
page 28, shows how these
s e e m ing I U ins i gn i lic an t
creatures help keep the
ecosustetn runmng
smoothlg and how they are
a uital part ofnatureb life-cycle.
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This lear, The Hills Foresl celebrates its
fifth birthday. Find out ahqt\ been
happening there in our stor[ on
page 10.

The Kimberleg region ofWestem
Australiq has some ueird and uonderful
landforms. Read all about them on
page 16.

The northem guoll is just one of WA3
marsupiak that haue been part ofa
recent conseruation stqtus reuieu.
See page 22.
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