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Cu rrently Western Australia has more
than 300 plants l isted as lhreatened,
38 ofwhlch have been ranked ascritically
endangered. During surveys init iatec
by CALM3 Wenern Australian Threatene(
Species Unit WATSCU),'three o{ these
species have been found to be more
common than previously thought.

One of them i5 a species that was
thought to be extremely rare, but,
through the wil l ingness of Esperance
wildflower enthusiasts to share their
loca l  knowledge w i th  CALM,  has
been found to be locally abundant
That  spec ies  is  Car r ick 's  min tbush
(Prostanthera carri;kiana\, declared as
Rare  F lo ra  in  1987,  and ranked as
Critically Endangered in 1995.

Named in honour of the late John
carrick, the specieswasfirst collected by
Mark Burgm:rn in 1983, from a graiite

outcrop north-east of Esperance. This
was the only known population unti l
found on a second nearby outcrop by
local wildf lower enthusiast Barbara
Archer, in 1990. Numerous surveys
between then and 1996 fa i led  to
relo_cate the original population and no
other populations were found.

Car r ick 's  min tbush is  an  upr igh t
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shrub to two metres high with densely
hairy branches. lts leaves are smooth
and narrowly ovalin shape. The flowers.
which appear in Apriland continuewell
into November. are most attractive,
similar td honeysuckle flowers in their
shape. two to three centimetres long
and pinkish-red. In its natural habitat,
the species grows in shallow pockets of
brown-red sandy loam over granite in
heath or open shrubland. Associated
nat ive  p lan ts  inc lude spec ies  o{
Hakea, Melaleuca, Calothamnus and
Pelargonium, pincushion plants and
5neoaKs.

In May 1996, a groupfrom WATSCU
met  up  w i th  s ta { t  f rom CALM's
Esperance Distrid and with volunteers
Gi l l ian  s tack ,  Chr is t jne  Tur ley  and
Barbara Archer. Several days were then
spent searching granite outcrops to the
north-east of Esperance.

The popr.ilation original ly discovered
by Mark Burgman was relocated and
was found to contain more than 400
plants, mtny in full f lower. Barbara

Archer then took the group to where
she had seen Carrick's mintbush in 1990,
and a large-population of more than
'1000 plants was found.-At this time Mrs.

'Archer mentioned that she and her

. husband had found a new population
on a large granite outcrop south-west
of Balladonia. A survey of the area
found 5000 or more plants growing
in a similar habitat to the first two
populations, and it was often dominant
in the understorey.

Car r ick 's  min tbush is  no  longer
-  regarded as  c r i t i ca l l y  endangered.

i\pproximately 400 seeds are held by
CALMI Threatened Flora Seed Centre
to  p reserve  the  genet ic  s tock  o f
the species, and three popglations

'' containing more than 5 400 plants are
now known over,a 50-kilometre range.
one ofthese populations is on a reserve
and the other two on vacant Crown land
in  remote  areas  tha t  a re  under  no
immediate threat.

There  are  nume{ous  gran i te

. outcrops in the Esperance-Balladonia
area, and it is quite likely that carrick's
mjntbush growson some ofthem. lf you
thinkyou have iound this speciet please

contact your nearest CALM office.
By Andrew Brown
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Noisy scrub-birds are rqre in museum
collections. This one, from a Dutch
Museum, was probably collected bg
John Cilbert. See page 36.

Mount Bakeuell loot ts ouer the old
toun of York, but it is more thanjust a
ptominent landmark. Find out wh| on
pqge 42.
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Get dotL,n on the ground,
scramble through the leaf
litter and compost in your
gorden, and discouer the
fascinoting world of insects.
'lnsects in the Carden', on
page 28, shows how these
s e e m ing I U ins i gn i lic an t
creatures help keep the
ecosustetn runmng
smoothlg and how they are
a uital part ofnatureb life-cycle.
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This lear, The Hills Foresl celebrates its
fifth birthday. Find out ahqt\ been
happening there in our stor[ on
page 10.

The Kimberleg region ofWestem
Australiq has some ueird and uonderful
landforms. Read all about them on
page 16.

The northem guoll is just one of WA3
marsupiak that haue been part ofa
recent conseruation stqtus reuieu.
See page 22.
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